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Christmas Party 
 
The December meeting Thursday Dec 6th 
will primarily be installation of the new 
officers and a party.  Members generally 
bring in something to eat in the form of 
cookies, snacks, etc.  Wives, husbands, 
friends are invited.  The guild will supply 
soft drinks.    
 
MINUTES Meeting of 1 Nov 2001 
 
President Waldo Collins called the 
meeting to order at 7:15 pm.  
Approximately 25 guests and members 
were present.  Guests were Ralph 
Callander and former member Jorge 
Zamanillo.   
 
Judy Rubenstein moved to accept the 
minutes of the October meeting as 
published; seconded by Gerry Parlato; 
passed.  Tom Cross moved to accept the 
treasurer’s report as published; seconded 
by Judy Rubenstein; passed. 
 
Old Business-  
 
Waldo asked David Freundlich if there 
was anything new or changed with the Bill 
Wohlfart demo.  David reported that all 
was the same as previously reported; 
demo is expected to be on Dec 8th.  Other 
guild members will be offered tickets at 
the same price as SFWG members, $10.     
 
Gerry Parlato, Ramble chairman, spoke 
about vehicle parking; a receipt is 
required for a refund, which will now 
probably be directly paid by FTG.  

Plans were made for the setup on 
Friday and approval given for 
replacement of damaged tablecloths.  
 
Jerry Whiteaker reported on an 
offer by Woodturning for a discount 
on the subscription renewal; 15% off 
for 1 yr. 25% off for 2 yrs.  Normal 
rate $161 for 2 yrs $80.50 for 1 yr.  
By a show of hands members opted 
for the 2 yr deal with none opposed.   
 
New Business 
 
Bill Lessard reported that the Fruit 
and Spice Park event in Jan is 
expected to run for 3 days (Sat, Sun, 
Mon – 19,20,21) this year to coincide 
with the M. L. King holiday on Monday.  
 
Gerry Parlato reported that the 
Miami-Dade County Fair (Mar 14-31) 
booklets have been mailed.  There is a 
turning category for those who wish 
to enter with a $50 to $200 prize for 
the top 5 places. 
 
An election was held for next year’s 
officers and they all won by a 
unanimous vote.  President, Bill 
Lessard; Vice President, Tom Costello; 
Treasurer, Tony Cedeno; Secretary, 
Greta Swart; Librarian, Rob McArdle; 
Member at Large, Jeff Price.   
 
Ed McSweeny won the bringback, a 
beautifully finished Cocobolo box by 



Rob McArdle.  (Ed note: Rob had a 
reaction to the Cocobolo in the form 
of a rash on both arms.)  

 
 
The wood raffle raised $30; the 2 
pieces of Texas ebony which were 
probably the most coveted of the 
pieces were both won by Fred who 
possessed both the first and second 
tickets picked! 
 
Waldo Collins then gave a brief final 
address as departing President, as he 
put it “…… for the past year and for 
half of Tom’s year” and concluding in 
the same vein with “I may have 
stepped on toes but I didn’t do it 
deliberately”. 
 
Following the demo by Ed McSweeny 
the meeting adjourned at 9:00 pm. 
 
Demonstration – Ed McSweeny 
 
Ed continued the demonstration that he 
gave at the October meeting by showing 
how to make the hollowing tools used to 

do the work.  Ed made two curve neck 
tools.  One of High Speed Steel and one 
of rebar.  The rebar tool is used in the 
initial hollowing and the HSS tool for final 
shaping and smoothing of the inside of 
the vessel.   
 
Ed likes rebar because it is cheap, easy to 
work, and strong (doesn’t bend easily).  
Since the stuff is usually made from 
reclaimed steel, the quality may vary 
some.  The whole process of making these 
tools is basically heating the metal to a 
red heat so that it is bendable.   
 

 
 
Ed used a Mapp torch to selectively heat 
the area that he wanted to bend, bending 
each area a little at a time to achieve a 
smooth curve.  The cutting tip was 
preground and shaped prior to the 
bending. All the ridges and bumps on 
rebar need to be removed where the tool 
will slide on the lathe tool rest.  After the 
bending was complete the tool was 
quenched in water to harden the metal.  
Next the metal was polished with emery 
cloth to remove the blue color left by 
heating and restore the shiny steel color.  
Afterwards the tool was tempered to 
reduce the brittleness.  This was done by 
carefully heating the metal until its color 
changed to straw yellow, then allowing it 
to air cool.  Final shaping and sharpening 
of the tool can now take place. 



 

 
 
The demo was received with great 
interest and one was left with the feeling 
that most members would be trying to 
reproduce the techniques demonstrated 
as soon as they got home.  Fortunately for 
Bob Ulrich and Greta Swart, the 2 tools 
created during the demonstration were 
raffled off and they were the lucky 
winners. 
 
 
Fruit and Spice Show – Bill Lessard 
 
The Redland Natural Arts Festival will be 
held on January 19,20 & 21, 2002. The 
affair will be a three-day happening this 
year. It coincides with the Martin Luther 
King Jr. holiday. This event is our second 
largest sales opportunity of the year. It 
is usually a two-day event but because of 
the holiday it lasts for three days this 
year. It will mean a little more of a 
scheduling problem for me but I'm sure I 
can do it. It will be interesting to see if 
there are significant sales increases 

because of the extra day. Everything will 
be the same as last year as far as 
demonstrating, sales staff etc. Remember 
that 10% of the sales price goes to the 
guild so price your pieces accordingly. You 
will need the same sales sheet as we use 
at Fairchild Tropical Gardens. Two copies.  
A copy is enclosed for you to duplicate. 
Any one having further questions can call 
Bill Lessard 305-248-2666 or E-mail 
bunyap@bellsouth.net. I will have a work 
sheet at the December meeting for 
everyone to sign up for the jobs. 
 
FLORIDA NATIVE WOODS – submitted 
by Greta Swart 
 
LIGNUM VITAE (Guaiacum sp.) 3 species of 
Guaiacum, a member of the Family 
Zygophyllaceae are of commercial 
interest; G. officinale, G. guatemalense 
and our local representative, G. sanctum. 
 
Native to sub-tropical Florida, 
particularly coastal areas and the Keys, 
this slow growing, evergreen tree will 
survive for months with little water but 
can also cope well with the heavy rains of 
the wet season. It is also flexible in its 
light requirements, existing in sun or 
partial shade. As expected in its 
preferred coastal environment, it is salt 
tolerant. Slow growing, it reaches only 30 
feet at maturity with a typically uneven or 
irregular growth pattern. Leaves are 
compound, set opposite with 3 to 5 pairs 
of elliptical leaflets, approximately one 
inch long. A spectacular bloomer, the one 
inch diameter blue flowers form clusters 
at the branch tips. Produces a fleshy, 
ovoid fruit up to 3/4 inch long with an 
orange skin. The black seed can be used 
for propagation but should be filed 
before planting. Used in the garden as an 
accent shrub because of its slow growth, 
interesting shape and beautiful flowers.  
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It adapts well to container growth so 
think of planting it in a pot if you’ve no 
where else to put it! 
 
The wood is very heavy (av. 77 lb/ft3), so 
dense (sp. gr. 1.23) that it will sink in 
water.   It is one of the hardest 
commercial timbers. The wood has a 
diagnostic oily feel because of its 
extremely high resin content which makes 
up to 25% dry weight. This property, 
together with its great strength, has 
found the wood used in any situation 
where self- lubrication is needed, for 
example as rollers and bearings.  These 
same properties make working with hand 
tools difficult although it is worth the 
effort since it produces a beautifully 
finished product. Tools tend to slide over 
the surface and are rapidly blunted.  
Application of adhesives is difficult 
because of the high resin content and use 
requires pre-treatment.  Heartwood is 
almost black with a greenish tinge, 
becoming mid-brown with darker bands in 
the outer layers. Texture is fine and 
uniform, the grain irregular heavily 
interlocked.  A beautiful wood, worth the 
effort, unfortunately usually only 
available in small quantities and small 
pieces.  
 
Goodbye - Jerry Whiteaker 
 
Doing the newsletter and being your 
secretary has been a good learning 
experience the last 2 years, and almost 
but not quite becoming enjoyable.  Thanks 
for putting up with all the misspelled 
names, etc.  Truus and I have decided to 
move to Austin, Texas where we will be 
closer to our daughter and the grandkids 
and not any farther away from our son 
Edwin in WV.    We are going to miss all 
our friends that we have come to know 
since moving here in 1966.  Thinking of 

getting a phone with free long distance so 
we can keep in touch.  Be sure and look us 
up if you are in the area.   
 
We have a contract on the house, and are 
keeping our fingers crossed that the sale 
happens.  Will still be around until the end 
of March except for the holidays when we 
will be out of town.   Next year we will be 
selling some of the ju…err valuable 
articles accumulated over the years.  Will 
let you know before it happens.   
 
SFWG IS HIP  
 
We sure are having a lot of hip problems 
lately.  Is there something associated 
with turning and hip replacement and 
broken hips?  Probably not, but we have 3 
members who have either broken or had 
hips replaced.  Cas Grabowski is 
recovering from a broken hip.  Frank 
Sforza had an artificial hip operation.  
Two weeks later the same doctor 
performed the same operation on Ed 
McSweeny.   Frank and Ed seem to be 
making good progress towards recovery.  
Cas says that his recovery is a little 
slower than expected, but seems to be 
going well.      
 
Ramble Info – Brian Seguin  
 
Total $13,800 - $480 less than last year  
299 items sold  
27 members had items for sale  
Highest amount in sales - Robert Hazel 
$2,400 (way to go Bob) 
Most number of items sold - Raymond 
Seguin - 54 items  
Highest priced item sold - $300 bowl - 
Jerry Whiteaker (how’d he do that) 
 
Waiting on check from FTG ! 



 
 
Rigid Lathe 
 
As you may remember a lathe was donated 
to the SFWG by Steve Simicich (we found 
out who).  A thank you letter has been 
sent (finally), but perhaps some member/s 
could donate a turning or two as a way of 
thanking Mr. Simicich.  Gerry Parlato has 
the lathe and probably has it set up by 
now (I’m being sarcastic).  
 
INSTANT GALLERY 
 

 
 
We didn’t have the time to discuss the 
gallery, but several members brought in 
some turnings. 
 
UNCLASSIFIED ADS  
 
For Sale, the following items by Jerry 
Whiteaker 305-667-9417 
 
Miller Econo Twin HF AC/DC electric 
welder with heavy cables, cart, gas 
regulator, hose and torch for Tig and 
regular AC/DC welding, hood, gloves, 

everything needed except the inert gas 
tank, which must be rented.  Max output 
is 150 amps @ 60% duty cycle, 100% duty 
cycle at 120 amps.  Requires 230v 60-amp 
power supply.  Used a few times. $1200 
 
Shopsmith Mark VII – a multipurpose tool 
that can be a table saw, drill press, disk 
sander, shaper, router, lathe, drum 
sander.  Well used, but still in fairly good 
shape, a little rust on the ways.  Mortising 
attachment.  Rolls around with 
retractable wheels.  $200 
 
Simplicity 4211 riding mower, hydrostatic 
transmission, 11 hp electric start engine, 
36 inch cut, no grass catcher, available in 
March.  $500 
 

 
 
Working hard at the Ramble.  Fred 
Stockhausen, Ed McSweeny, and Steve 
Miller (behind Fred).  The people who did 
most of the work at this desk though 
were Brian and Ray Seguin, they just 
happened to be taking a break when the 
photo was taken. 
 
2002 DUES  
 
Guild dues are normally paid in Jan. for 
the following year.  An application form is 
included in this newsletter.  It will be a 
big help in keeping our records up to date. 
Please fill it out, mail or delivery to Tony. 
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