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President’s Message: 
 
Inspirational!  I have been working with 
persons with disabilities for over 30 years, 
always helping them concentrate on 
strengths.  George Snyder proves the point, 
he is HANDICAPABLE!  Finding solutions 
rather than wasting energy on “can’t”.  From 
personal experience, fixing problems that 
arise while making a new project always 
challenges me and helps me grow.  Thanks 
George, I learned a lot. 
 
The Fruit and Spice Park Natural Arts 
Festival was another success for the Guild.  
For those who don’t know, the guild got it’s 
first public recognition at this festival.  It 
amazes me how much better the work is 
each year.  The public knows, buying more 
each year.  The educational part of our booth 
helps to educate, and create a market for our 
works.  I can remember a time when Miami 
was a glass and ceramic town; it was hard to 
sell wood and get a fair price.  This is not 
the case anymore; quality work commands a 
fair price.  We still have some room for 
growth, but I think the combination of sales 
between Fairchild and Fruit & Spice is a 
great start.  It would be great to develop new 
sites so start looking around for new 
markets.   I grew up in retail, at my dad’s 
store.  He had a philosophy that if the 
customers don’t trip over the merchandise 
they won’t buy it.  I think it is good to see a 
well-organized and stocked booth.  Having 
all three guilds represented is a positive idea 
in my view, choice and competition only 
enriches all of us and helps to keep the 
market growing.  Miami may well be a 
WOOD town soon!   
 

DEMO: 
As David said in the President’s message, 
George Snyder treated us to an inspirational 
as well as educational demonstration.  
George, a member and officer of the Gold 
Coast Woodturners, has been a quadriplegic 
since an accident that occurred in his 
twenties.  Not easily defeated, George began 
almost immediately to cleverly develop 
innovative techniques and physical devices  
to allow him to continue working as a 
machinist.  When one of his inventions 
called for a custom made wooden dowel, he 
decided that he could make it himself and 
another woodturner was born. George 
developed a wide range of customized tools 
to assist him in his turning endeavors, 
culminating in his “Universal Tool Rest”. 
This solidly constructed and finely 
machined device allowed George to 
maintain the control necessary to execute 
some of the more demanding turning tasks, 
such as hollowing out a bowl.  I think all 
that watched the program were impressed 
both by George and his tool rest, which 
would be a useful addition to any turner’s 
toolbox. 
George now has his tool rests professionally 
manufactured in a variety of sizes to fit all 
lathes and are available for sale.  His 
demonstration concluded with a large round 
of heartfelt applause for both the equipment 
and the man. 
   
MINUTES: 
Meeting of January 9, 2003 
Meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm  by 
President Dave Freundlich. 
At least a half-dozen guests introduced 
themselves including several members of 
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the Gold Coast Woodturners who had 
accompanied George.   
A motion was made and seconded to 
approve the minutes of the December 
meeting as stated in the January newsletter. 
Ed McSweeny admitted that the balance of 
the guild treasury, as reported in the January 
newsletter, was overstated by $6.00.  We’re 
gonna have to keep an eye on him. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
Natural Arts Festival-  To be held at the 
Redlands Fruit and Spice Park on January 
18-20 from 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM.  A sign-
up sheet was passed around, apparently 
receiving an unsatisfactory result according 
to Bill Lessard, who after voicing his 
dissatisfaction, passed the sheet around 
again.  This time a sufficient crew was 
assembled, no doubt consisting of all the 
usual suspects. 
Editorial note: While the members who sell 
at these events certainly have a vested 
interest in their success, non-selling 
members should remember that 10% of all 
individual sale proceeds go directly into the 
guilds coffers.  It’s a significant contribution 
benefiting all members.  Let’s be as 
generous as we can with our time and try to 
share the load. 
 
Fairchild Garden Event- Though covered in 
detail in the last newsletter, a special 
congratulation was directed to Brian and Ed 
for the successful handling over $18,000 in 
gross receipts.  Great job Guys! 
Additionally, it was announced that Jack 
Fisher has volunteered to serve as liaison 
between the guild (where he’s co-secretary) 
and Fairchild (where he’s a tropical plant 
biologist!) 
 
Arrowmont totem- A preliminary design 
was presented to the guild by Sean, who also 
volunteered to do the necessary carving.  
The design was creative and surprisingly 

elegant considering it’s general theme, the 
Florida cockroach.  It’s nice to have so 
much talent on hand.  
SPECIAL REMINDER- BRING YOUR 
ROACHES TO THE  FEBRUARY 9 
MEETING! (Only the ones you’ve turned or 
carved please) THEY ARE NEEDED 
NOW!     
On the same topic, Bill Lessard told a great 
story about the creation of the giant wooden 
cylinder required to support this project.  
Bill, along with the able assistance of Tom 
Sforza and Mike Tisdale, started out with a 
huge chunk of mahogany (donated, I think, 
by Mitch) that weighed close to 300 lbs! 
They chain sawed the massive trunk into a 
square, then an octagon, then whatever it is 
that comes next, before they were able to 
reduce enough bulk to mount it on Bill’s DJ 
lathe. After many hours of turning, they 
managed to produce a beautiful 19” 
diameter cylinder.  Drawing on resources at 
hand, they managed to talk a Homestead 
machine shop into using their giant drill 
press to drill the requisite hole required for 
mounting.  Quite an achievement. Atta Boys 
all around! . 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
Lathe Purchase- An opportunity for the 
guild to buy a much-needed lathe was 
discussed by the steering committee and 
presented to the membership.  The specific 
lathe in question is a used Woodfast lathe, 
(specifications, accessories and extras 
detailed below) and was available for 
$2,400.  After some discussion a motion was 
made and seconded to purchase the lathe.  
The consensus was, that even though $2,400  
would be a pretty significant hit on the guild 
treasury, the opportunity to purchase such a 
quality machine does not often occur.  A 
vote was taken and it was all ayes but two. 
The Lathe:  
Woodfast shortbed Model M408 bowl lathe 
16’ Swing, 16” between centers 

Page - 2 



1 ¼” x 8 tpi spindle 
#2 MT headstock & tailstock 
Variable speed (0 – 2850 rpm) 
1 HP. 120 v. 60 hz 
 
Accessories: 
4 – spur & 2 –spur drive centers 
Live tailstock center 
Straight tool rests – 6”, 12”, 15” 
French curve tool rest 
Knockout bar, wrenches, etc. 
 
Extras:  
Stronghold Chuck w/ #1 jaws (spigot);  #2 
jaws (2 ½”); & screwchuck 
4 ½” machined faceplate w/screwchuck 
(removable; hub is 3” faceplate) 
3 ¼” faceplate 
#2 MT Jacobs chuck 
Reid hub for 3” & 4” faceplates (no 
faceplates) 
6” Center steady 
14” Center steady 
 
Chapman Field Sale-  Takes place on 
February 8,  Though not a formal guild 
event members were invited to display and 
sell their work as individuals if they were 
interested. 
 
Inter-Club  Relations- George Snyder of the 
Gold Coast club suggested the development 
of some sort of inter-club council to benefit 
the interest of all groups.  Dave Freundlich 
expressed some interest in the idea, but no 
proposals were forthcoming. It’s something 
to think about. 
 
 
Event Chairperson- The need to find 
someone to serve in this role was brought up 
by David.  The importance of these events to 
the guild members and the need to maintain 
an ongoing awareness of their requirements 
indicates the need for such a position. A 
volunteer is being sought, hopefully to work 

in conjunction with our two steadfast 
regulars, Brian at Fairchild and Fred at Fruit 
& Spice, as well as any other evolving 
interests.  Arm-twisting to begin shortly. 
 
Emailing the newsletter-  As the cost of 
copying and postage rises, Email provides 
the guild with an inexpensive alternative.  It 
costs about $9.00 per member, per year to 
use snail-mail.  That’s just about half of 
your annual dues. Another advantage of 
Email is the ability to attach full color 
photos.  Though the mailed copies may also 
include occasional photos (when I figure out 
how to insert them!) space is limited and 
color is not available. Email addresses are 
included on the guild enrollment form and 
those that have them will begin to receive 
the newsletter exclusively via Email unless 
specifically requested otherwise.  If you 
have Email, but still feel you need a hard 
copy, you can print one out for yourself on 
your own printer.  Members without an 
Email address and those that insist, will 
continue to receive the newsletter in their 
mailboxes.  Come on guys, let’s help save 
some trees (better we should turn them!). 
   
BRING BACK 
A spectacular cherry wood vase created by 
Brian Sequin was won by Bill Lessard.  See 
Email attachment 
INSTANT GALLERY 
A fantastic display, almost too much to 
report.  Contributions included: 
“Salvaged” candy dish by Ray Galvin, 
Huge, carved rosewood bowl and carved 
fish of Spanish cedar by Sean, 
Large narrow throated vase and tamarind 
bowl by Chris, 
Crabwood box by ED, 
Ring holder by Jeff Price, 
Ikebana flower pot  by David, 
Pewter added turning by Brian  
 
SEE YOU AT THE MEETING! 
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Treasurer’s Report For December 2002 
Balance reported Jan. Newsletter:    $13,905.12 
Corrected Balance as of  1 Jan. 03:  $13,899.12 
Revenues: 
November Wood Raffle                $48.00 
January Wood Raffle     70.00 
2003 Dues    745.00 
Donations (Hazel & Schneider)        150.00 
Natural Arts Festival Sales                4129.19  
      
  Subtotal              5142.19   
Interim balance                               19,041.31 

Expenses: 
Ramble checks                           11,695.18 
Dec. Meeting Exp. (Costello)      12.00 
Ramble Drinks (Danker)                     33.40 
Dec. n/l, drill totem (Lessard)      51.00 
Natural Arts drinks (Lessard)      12.14 
Natural Arts Fest. Checks                 3697.79  
     
  Subtotal            (15,501.51) 
Guild balance as of  27 January 2003:   
$3,539.80 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SFWG Board Members: 
President – David Freundlich 305-256-7805 
V. President – Bob Hazel 305-253-0357 
Treasurer - Ed McSweeny 305-258-5418 
Secretary – Jack Fisher 305-233-4066 
& Robert Ulrich 305-882-0325 
Member at Large – Videos -  
Member at Large – Tools – Ralph 
Callander 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Next Meeting –  features a 
demonstration on segmented 
turning by Joe Giegel  
Feb 6, 2003 at 7 PM 
Cutler Ridge Middle School 
 

 
 
 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
South Florida Woodturners Guild 
c/o  J. Fisher 
15540 SW 62 CT 
Miami, FL 33157 

Page - 4 


	Treasurer’s Report For December 2002
	Guild balance as of  27 January 2003:   $3,539.80

