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President’s Message: 
Though I’m sure that you all run to your 
mailboxes every month just to see what 
David has to say, there will be no 
president’s message in this newsletter.  It 
seems that his real life has gotten in the way 
this month.  Anyone inconsolable over this 
turn of events can re-read his April 
contribution. 
 
MINUTES: 
President Dave Freundlich opened the 
meeting of April  3, 2003 at 7:00 PM at 
Steve Miller’s shop.  (Thanks again Steve!)  
The demonstrators, from Palm Beach 
Woodturners, had notified Dave that they 
would be late, so the business meeting was 
held first.  Minutes and Treasurer’s report 
were adopted from the newsletter.  Members 
present who were supposed to receive hard-
copy newsletters reported that none had 
been received.  

 
OLD BUSINESS: 
Cancelled Workshop-  The workshop was 
cancelled but will be rescheduled at the next 
(May) meeting. 
Mentors available-  This topic was briefly 
revisited.  Experienced turners are available 
for those seeking help.  Don’t be bashful! 
Let these guys (or gals) show off!  Pick up 
the phone and ask for help. 
ArtSouth-  Members continue to be 
interested in the possibility of some 
involvement in this project.  We will 
monitor the process and remain open to 
possibilities.  
Lathe Purchase-  An update on the 
previously postponed lathe purchase was 
available.  The motor issue could be 

resolved with an additional $200.00 
investment by the Guild, bringing the total 
cost to $2,600.  A motion was made and 
seconded,  to go forward with the purchase.  
The motion passed with only one nay. 
Summer Meetings-  The potential 
unavailability of  CRMS during the summer  
(July and August) this year is a matter of 
concern.  David is investigating the 
possibility of renting the South Florida 
Anglers Club for $70.00 per meeting. A 
Dade County Park’s building and South 
Miami Jr. High were also listed as potential 
alternatives to be investigated.   
Arrowmont Totem-  Our contribution to the 
pole arrived in reasonably good shape.  Only 
a couple of the “state birds” needed re-
gluing.  The folks up there seemed to enjoy 
it.   
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
Special Thanks-  To Ed Mcsweeny and Bob 
Hazel for taking notes at the April meeting.  
The co-secretary  duo could not attend and 
these two stepped up to fill the gap.  Thanks 
Guys!  
 
NEW PRODUCT REVIEW: 
A member suggested this concept for an 
ongoing feature of the newsletter.  She was 
willing to back up her suggestion with the 
first submission.  Hope others will see fit to 
make future contributions.  We can all learn 
from the experiences of a few.  Thanks 
Judy! 

NOVA DVR 3000 
By: Judy Rubenstein  

After turning for over four years on 
my Delta 12" lathe, I couldn’t help but think 

Page - 1 



about ways I could improve on my lathe, 
(you’ll notice I didn’t say improve on my 
turning!).  I often thought about the options I 
would look for if I were to buy something 
new.  Oh, to have a bigger swing, a 
reversing motor, more horse power, slower 
speed for letting the finish dry without 
running, indexing headstock for my aching 
back, handwheel, and a locking spindle.  
Usually, these options are available only on 
the really big lathes - the Oneways, the 
Powermatics, etc., which my ½ of one car 
garage or my wallet couldn’t accommodate.  
Then I found the Nova DVR 3000.  Almost 
everything I was looking for at a reasonable 
price. 
 
DVR motors are direct drive, using one 
piece rotors, and no pulleys or belts.  The 
whole motor is a two-piece unit, completely 
contained within the headstock.  Because 
there are no belts or pulleys needed, the 
energy transfer is 100%.   
 
“The lathe has a driving force that is a very 
different electric motor.  Instead of coils of 
wire connected by brushes and spinning 
around on the rotating part, this has lumps of 
steel attached to the shaft as the rotating 
part, and the electric coils create magnetism 
and drives the shaft, which stays perfectly 
still around the outside.  So the shaft rotates 
in a couple of bearings and there are no 
other moving engine parts to wear out.  With 
no engine hanging off the headstock or on a 
belt underneath, this machine spins ever so 
smoothly from 250 - 3500 rpms; you choose 
the speed by touching a button.  The speed 
you choose is maintained perfectly by the 
computer controls - when there is no load 
there is also very little drag on the power 
supply; put a chisel to the wood and power 
surges in to maintain the speed and the ease 
of your cutting. “  New Zealand Woodturner 
No. 65.  Reprinted without permission.  Sue 
me. 

 
This lathe has almost everything I was 
looking for: More power (the power source 
is rated at 1.75 h.p.; more than I ever 
thought I would get in a benchtop model!); a 
swivel head with shaft lock and 24 position 
indexing; a 16" swing; handwheel; reverse; 
and takes a #2 MT, so almost all my stuff 
still fits.  It comes with all the lathe 
standards - 12" tool rest, spur drive and live 
center, and 3" faceplate.  I did have to go 
from a 1 x 8 tpi to a 1 1/4 x 8, but one new 
Reed hub and one new insert for my Nova 
chuck took care of that.  By the way - 
Woodcraft was having a special - buy the 
lathe and get a free $209 Super Nova Chuck 
with insert.  Roger, the owner of Woodcraft 
in Orlando was very interested in making 
the deal (as opposed to my going through 
the catalog), and gave me 10% off, threw in 
a free insert for my old Nova chuck, and 
shipped the whole thing for $50.00.  Total 
cost: $1,687.00, which included tax, 
shipping, new chuck with insert, and extra 
Nova chuck insert. It would have cost 
$2,070.00 if I had gone through the catalog.  
I think I got a really good deal, and have 
enjoyed turning on my new lathe.  Now, 
about those turning improvements...   
 
I hereby volunteer to be the official field 
tester, provided the guild supply the 
product! 
 
 
 
  
 
INSTANT GALLERY: 
 
Life-size (10-12 lb) carved bonefish among 
eelgrass, by Sean Callender, of Jamaica 
Dogwood.  Outstanding! 
Palm vase by Tom Cross. 
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Turned box of siricote, with veneered lid in 
star pattern topped by fossil ivory star; by 
Cas Grabowski. 
3 pieces of Tropical almond by Ed 
McSweeny: an end-grain hollow vessel, a 
side-grain bowl, and hollow vessel of burl. 
Wild tamarind salad bowl by Carl Spinnler. 
Spalted maple vase w/ebony top & bottom 
and inlaid purpleheart piece; and a small 
vase of bottlebrush burl, by Ray Galvin. 
Spalted bowl of unknown wood, possibly 
avocado, by Ralph Callander. 
Lamp of twisted, free-form, unknown wood 
from Colorado; a commercially-made model 
of the space shuttle from Phillipines, from 
Sal Gonzalez. 
 
 
DEMO: 
Carl Schneider and Gerhard Schwenke, from 
the Palm Beach Woodturners, demonstrated 
the McNaughton center-saver tool, and 
talked about other brands.  Gerhard did the 
turning while Carl narrated, using an 
avocado blank donated by Doug Parks. 
Note on the skills demonstrated at SFWG 
meetings:  it only took four woodturners to 
cut a 14” blank round, on the band saw. 
Gerhard started by mounting the half-log 
blank between centers, with the pith side to 
the headstock.  He first removed the bark 
and roughed the blank to an approximate 
bowl shape.  He then cut a tenon on the bark 
side, reversed the blank into a Stronghold 
chuck with large jaws, and trued up the face 
(pith side).  He suggests at this point to 
mount a small faceplate on the face side, to 
simplify reversing for successive cuts.  He 
selected one of the several McNaughton 
curved blades, with a curve to conform to 
the blank size.  He spent some time 
discussing setting the angle of the special 
McNaughton tool rest, which traps the 
cutting tool between top and bottom pins to 
prevent kick-up.  If the tool is not started at 
the correct angle, there is a high potential of 

cutting through the bottom of the blank.  He 
demonstrated the technique of setting the 
tool rest high (above the blank) so the tool 
can be turned through its arc while watching 
from above to make sure the curve conforms 
to the blank.  He demonstrated a wooden jig 
to simplify this process.  When the angle 
was set properly, and with the tool mounted 
right at the centerline, he started the cut very 
carefully, holding the handleless tool 
barehanded.  Once fairly started, he cut 
more aggressively, backing the tool out 
periodically to clear the shavings.  Since the 
tool is semi-circular, if follows the same 
path on reinsertion, but this must be done 
very carefully to prevent catches.  When the 
cut was nearly to the bottom, he backed out 
the tool, stopped the lathe, and popped out 
the center by prying with the curved tool.  
He then cleaned up the inside of the blank, 
and removed it for drying.  The center 
portion was then reversed on the lathe to cut 
the tenon for the next center-removal step.  
This is where leaving a faceplate on the 
blank pays off.  Removal of the second 
center portion repeated the process, using 
the next smaller curved blade.  He 
mentioned also that he has reground the tip 
of the cutting blade to provide a slight relief 
at the bottom edge of the cut.  This helps 
prevent tearing into the inside face of the 
blank when breaking the center out. 
 
FOR SALE: 
1. Delta Inboard French Curl Rest S shaped 
tool rest for supporting the tool closer to the 
work area while turning the inside of bowls. 
The rest is 11" long allowing a maximum 
depth of approximately 5". The shaft 
measures 1" diameter by 2 7/8" long. Made 
of cast iron. For use on a lathe with no 
greater than a 14" swing. New: $24.95 For 
Sale: $15.00 (no tax, no S & H). 
  
2. 1 3/4" Diameter Screw Center Chuck 
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See page 50 in Craft Supplies catalog (item 
#155-9340). 1" x 8 TPI. Has a 3/8" x 1" 
stainless steel heat treated screw which 
provides up to 3/4" of holding depth. New: 
$34.99 For Sale: $25.00 (no tax, no S & H).     

  
Judy 305-882-1659 or 

woodturning@earthlink.net

 
 
Treasurer’s Report For May 2003 
Balance reported in April newsletter       
$3,978.77 
 
Revenues: 0.00 

  
 

 
 
 
Expenses:  0.00 
 
 Guild balance (25 April 2003)         
$3,978.77 
 
 

 
 
 
 
SFWG Board Members: 
President – David Freundlich 305-256-7805 
V. President – Bob Hazel 305-253-0357 
Treasurer - Ed McSweeny 305-258-5418 
Secretary – Jack Fisher 305-233-4066 
& Robert Ulrich 305-882-0325 
Member at Large – Videos – Doug Rogers 
305-238-7080 
Member at Large – Tools – Ralph 
Callander 305-251-3993 
Historian – Rob McCardle  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Next Meeting – The demonstrator at 
the May 1st meeting will be given by Ray 
Galvin on reverse chucking and finishing 
bottoms (supply your own wisecrack here).  

May 1, 2003 at 7 PM 

 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
South Florida Woodturners Guild 
c/o  J. Fisher 
15540 SW 62 CT 
Miami, FL 33157 
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Ray Galvin
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