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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE: 
Dave apologizes for the lack of a president’s  
message this month, but claims the strains of 
starting back to school have overwhelmed 
him. ( I asked him “How about the rest of us 
who don’t get two months off!) He promises 
his usual good effort next newsletter.  In the 
mean time he sends out an urgent request for 
mulch.  You know, the rest of the blank 
when you’ve just turned something.  He 
helped with a recent landscaping project at 
the school and they could use some mulch.  
It’s a chance for us to give back a little 
something to the place that provides us with 
shelter.  Bring in those shavings!  
 
MINUTES: 
SFWG Minutes – 7 August 2003 
Meeting was called to order shortly after 
7:00 pm.  As the demonstrators had not 
arrived from Broward County, the business 
meeting was taken first. 
 
There were two visitors:  Benoit Jonckheere, 
Curator of the MacLemore Arboretum at 
Fairchild Tropical Gardens, and one other 
person whose name was not obtained. 
 
David mentioned the upcoming Florida 
Woodturning Symposium at Lake Yale 
(near Mt. Dora) in January 2004, and made 
available handouts with details.  He did the 
same for Art South’s upcoming “Second 
Saturday” (this coming Saturday).  He then 
mentioned next years AAW national 
symposium scheduled for Orlando, July 23-
25, 2004, with the possibility of volunteer 
positions as ‘room assistants’ to help the 
demonstrators. 
 

Old Business 
Video Camera- Waldo Collins questioned 
the $79 video camera for demos, mentioned 
in the newsletter.  That started a discussion 
of providing a video setup for Guild demos.  
David read a letter from Ray Galvin 
providing details of the package after further 
discussions with the vendor, and including a 
total cost estimate (including purchased 
peripherals) of $409.00 for a workable 
system.  David asked for a motion allowing 
the Board to review the proposal and make a 
decision.  Roger Tally so moved, seconded 
by Waldo Collins.  The motion carried by 
voice vote, with one dissent. 
New Business 
On going concern about meeting location-  
Comments regarding the trial meeting 
location at the South Dade Anglers 
clubhouse were requested.  Primary 
objections concerned the lighting (poor for 
demonstrations) and the expense.  Joe Self 
has had a preliminary discussion with Dade 
County Parks that indicated meetings might 
be allowed at a cost of between $65.00 and 
nothing, depending largely on individual 
park policy.  Dave indicated that our use of 
the existing school facility seems secure 
through the next school year, but warned 
that there is no guaranty that this will occur.  
The Dade County School System is an 
increasingly fickle host.  The idea is to have 
an alternative at hand for the day it may 
become necessary. 
 
Fairchild Ramble-  A general reminder was 
given about the November 8-9 event.  
Benoit Jonckheere from Fairchild has asked 
for our assistance.  He will be setting up an 
exhibit on the use of wood and would like 
some turnings to display as examples.  His 
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display will be set up in the old Garden 
Shop almost directly across from our 
exhibit.  Members are asked to consider 
contributing exhibition pieces. 
DEMO 
Carl Spinnler and his colleagues from the 
north braved both storm and a flat tire to 
give an excellent demo on turning Norfolk 
Island Pine (Araucaria Hetrophylla).  As 
everyone knows, this wood is one of our 
unique tropical choices, very popular and 
prized for it’s distinctive branching pattern.  
Clearly it’s one of Carl’s favorites too. 
Carl prefers turning this wood when it’s 
freshly cut and usually discards anything 
over 120 days old, though he said Mitch has 
had some luck extending it’s working life by 
storing it under a reflective tarp. 
Though the demo had to be shortened due to 
a late start, Carl quickly moved through the  
basic steps required to start a typical N.I.P. 
turning. 

1. Split and remove the bark with a 
pry-bar and axe. 

2. Identify the top and bottom of the 
turning and mark the piece for 
future convenience.  In most cases 
the branches should be slanting 
down toward the bottom of the 
bowl.  While at least one row of 
branch-knots is considered a 
requirement for any N.I.P. turning, 
two rows should be available for 
longer pieces like a vase. 

3. Cut the branches or knots flush to 
avoid breakage during turning. 

4. The top of the piece is generally 
mounted at the drive end of the 
lathe.  Some care should be taken to 
center the piece in such a way as to 
align the knots.  This can be done by 
making a series of lines through the 
various knots and adjusting the 
center, to change the axis of the 
piece and align the knots. 

5. Though unable to actually do much 
turning, Carl emphasized the 
importance of using a heavy duty 
tool rest and passed along a tip 
about using wax on the ever 
thinning rim of the piece as it’s 
turned to prevent cracking. 

A nice job under trying circumstances.  
Thanks Carl. 
 
CHASING THREADS 
Anyone who reads their email on Saturdays 
had a great opportunity to see a superb 
demonstration on Sunday, August 10 at 
Tony Cedeno’s place.   About 20 members 
took advantage of the chance and were 
treated to quite a show.  Anthony Harris, a 
visiting turner from Kansas City called 
David and volunteered to give a free 
demonstration of his specialty, chasing 
threads.  Chasing threads is the name given 
to the technique that allows the creation of 
vessels with threaded lids and bases.  It is 
very hard to explain exactly how this is 
done.  It was hard enough to believe it when 
it was happening right in front of me.  
Anthony started by turning a small basic 
round box.  After dividing the cylinder into 
a top and bottom and hollowing and shaping 
these components, he began “chasing 
threads” so that the top screwed onto the 
base.  This calls for two operations: 
one to create the external threads on the base 
and another to create the internal threads on 
the lid.  A special tool is used for each 
operation.  The tools look like a basic 
scraper with small teeth cut into the end of 
one tool (for external threads) and into the 
side of the other (for the internal threads).  
What came next was the actual “chasing” 
which appeared to this novice to be about 
half skill and half Zen.  Rather than just 
contacting tool to wood, Anthony began by 
rhythmically approaching the wood with a 
series of feints, coming closer and closer to 
the wood while establishing the fluid motion 
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with which he eventually contacts the wood.  
Once contact is made, he continued with this 
motion, allowing the groove he already 
started, to help pull the tool along his 
intended path.  Somehow (I think this is the 
Zen part), this eventually resulted in the 
requisite spiraling thread.  See, I told you it 
was hard to describe.  In any case, he did the 
same thing (sort of) to the other half, 
resulting in a beautiful box with a tightly 
fitting screw-on lid.  He passed along a great 
tip about using a hard paste wax during the 
sanding of the piece.  He dips his sandpaper 
in the wax which keeps down the dust and 
also prevents the dust from clogging the 
sandpaper.  He finishes most of his pieces 
with a wax finish.  
Watching this almost magical demo 
wonderfully presented by an informative 
and entertaining artist like Anthony was a 
freebie not to be missed.  Thanks again to 
Anthony for the show and Tony for the use 
of his home. 
 
Instant Gallery-  
 Another impressive display. 

• The Bring-back-  A beautiful turned 
and carved tabebuia vessel by Alva 
Pixely was won by Bill Lessard. 

• Mitch- an immense rosewood table 
base with a natural edge.  This was 
beautiful with 25 coats of lacquer.  
It’s hard to imagine turning 
something this size. 

• Cass- a delicate ivory egg stand 
• Chris- A vessel of black walnut from 

North Virginia. 
 2 deep norfolk island pine 
bowls, 1 finished with 
waterlox, the other with              
     tung oil       

      An almost round Norfolk 
island pine vessel 

• Lee- Large bowl made from a 
camphor crotch with a hidden bark 
inclusion. 

                    A large mahogany urn.  Both 
pieces finished with 10 coats of spray-on 
                    polyurethane.  

• Bob Hazel-  Deep crabwood vessel 
with ebony collar 

                                 Large “flying-saucer’ 
shaped vessel of maole burl with a banksia-          
                                 Pod and ebony top. 
 
Fairchild Excursion- 
Anyone peeking through the fence at 
Fairchild early Saturday morning (the 16th) 
would think they were observing a typical 
public works project.  You know, where one 
guy is working  and 15 others are watching.  
The irony is that the one guy doing all the 
work is a real civil servant, our own Jerry 
Parloto.  With his over-sized, customized 24 
inch Homelite Jerry was a taking single-
handed opportunity to harvest some of 
Fairchild’s trash.  We had been invited by 
Benoit Jonckheere to come and help 
diminish their woodpile.  It was a win-win 
situation  with Fairchild reducing the 
expense of getting rid of this stuff and some 
of our members getting some new turning 
material.  Eventually a few other saws were 
cranked up, but most were content to watch 
Jerry and help cart away his handiwork.  
Most of  the wood has found homes, but 
some might be available at the next wood 
auction (this meeting).  Species include 
Spanish Cedar (Cedrela odorata) and 
Terminalia sp., a relative of the Tropical 
Almond.   
          
Next Demo-  
Doug Rogers will give a demo on tool 
sharpening.  Bring any unusual jigs you 
might use for sharpening your tools.   
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Treasurer’s Report 
Balance from August Newsletter:  $4,044.77 
Revenues: 

 
   

Expenses: 
         “New” Lathe                           2,400.00 
         New Badges                                 17.00 
         Mailing Expenses                        60.99 

_______ 
Balance as of 09/01/03:         $1,566.78 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
SFWG Board Members: 
President – David Freundlich 305-256-7805 
V. President – Bob Hazel 305-253-0357 
Treasurer - Ed McSweeny 305-258-5418 
Secretary – Jack Fisher 305-233-4066 
& Robert Ulrich 305-882-0325 
Member at Large – Videos – Doug Rogers 
305-238-7080 
Member at Large – Tools – Ralph 
Callander 305-251-3993 
Historian – ?  

 
 
 
 
Next Meeting: September 4, 
2003 at 7 PM   
WOOD RAFFLE THIS MONTH!! 
Program- Doug Rogers with give a 
demonstration on tool sharpening.  A Must 
See!   
 
 

 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
South Florida Woodturners Guild 
c/o  J. Fisher 
15540 SW 62 CT 
Miami, FL 33157 
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