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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE: 

Can you believe it is already October, the 
year has flown bye? The guild has had a 
wonderful year, with so many activities. If you 
can believe it, we are now heading into the busy 
part of the year so hold onto your gouges. 

Speaking of gouges, everyone should have 
no excuse for a dull one than to a wonderful 
demo thanks Doug. Another fine demo brought 
to you by "Hazel Productions". If you have 
enjoyed this year’s demos be sure to thank Bob, 
he has been hard at work setting them up, even 
when he is not able to be at the meetings. 

The nominating committee will present a 
slate for officers for next year, and Arnold is not 
on the slate. We will vote in November, using 
the butterfly punch card ballots, we were able to 
borrow some from California. New officers take 
over during the middle of the December meeting 
holiday party. No debates so talk to the new 
officers and let them know what you feel the 
guild needs to keep getting better. 

On the 25th of this month AAW will have 
a meeting for groups to get together and plan for 
the July National meeting. You should be 
planning to go to the July convention; we will 
also be looking for representatives to go to the 
October planning meeting in Orlando. Hopefully 
you have been thinking about what you are 
going to volunteer to do at the national meeting 
so our representatives can relay the info. 

The guild has a new (to us) lathe.  It will 
be at the meeting for all to see and will be used 
for demos each month and at our outside demos. 
It will be nice to have a good lathe for everyone 
to try. Reminder:  treat the new lathe like it is 
your own, because it is partly yours as a member 
of the guild. This will be a big improvement for 
all our monthly demos.  

I hope you all have been turning.  The 
board and events committee have be hard at 
work getting ready for Ramble and Fruit and 
Spice. As always, there will be some interesting 
changes so you need to listen when Steve tells 
all the stuff for a successful show. 

Thanks to all the board, who put up with 
my e-mails, and meetings, etc.; they have been 
the greatest. We have had some very 
enlightening board meetings, if you ever want to 
attend let us know and we will let you know 
when the next is. The meetings are open to the 
membership.  We can always use the help, so be 
careful you might just get elected to something. 
This really is a good thing because the guild is 
only as good as the membership, in our case, it 
is great too. 

 
MINUTES: 

Old Business- 
The Guild now has its “new” used lathe, 

which will be stored at the Middle School shop 
room under David’s care. 

Steve reported on preparations for the 
Fairchild Ramble (instructions are attached to 
this newsletter).  We decided to seen a small 
move in location that will allow more space for 
sales and demos. 

AAW is requesting volunteers for next 
July’s annual meeting in Orlando.  Sign-up 
sheets will be at October’s meeting. 

Nomination committee has a slate of officers 
that will be presented at the October meeting 
and voted on by members at the November 
meeting. 

 
New Business- 
The bring back was made by Bill Lessard – 

an acorn box made from trema and purpleheart.  
Ed McSweeny was the lucky winner. 

Visitors, – Mr. and Mrs. Joe Roy were 
introduced. 

Demo- 
Doug Rogers showed how to prepare 

grinding wheels for sharpening, what sparks of 
various steels look like, and use of honing.  
Several types of gigs were used.  Sand paper 
glued to a disk on the lathe made a simple but 
effective sharpener.   
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Instant Gallery-  
The pieces were many and well done.  You 

guys must be getting ready for the autumn sales!  
Objects were shown fast and furious so your 
secretary could not keep up with names.  We are 
also using a wide variety of northern woods, 
local trees and exotic lumber.  It’s all pretty 
impressive! 

Bob made an urn from crabwood with an 
ash stand that was stained black with acrylic 
paint, and a bowl of spaulted maple with ebony 
elongated base.   

Shawn used Norfolk Island pine for a bowl, 
tall vase and hollow form all finished with 
glossy tung oil. 

Sean made a fluted shell form out of wild 
tamarind that was shaped with a chain saw. 

There was a beautiful bowl of pink ivory 
and ebony. 

Sour cherry from Tennessee was used for a 
lidded bowl and one with a mahogany base. 

A cedrela bowl has an interesting side hole. 
A segmented bowl was made from maple 

and purpleheart. 
A rosewood bowl was inlayed with 

turquoise. 
A large bowl from Pithecellobium dulce was 

finished with waterlox.

Wood raffle- 
We had a big one with cedrela and other trees collected from Fairchild and a load of wood donated by 

Doug Parks. 
________________________________________________________ 

2003 FAIRCHILD TROPICAL GARDEN (FTG) RAMBLE 

SFWG WOODTURNING BOOTH 

GUIDELINES FOR PARTICIPANTS 

Ramble Date: Saturday & Sunday, November 8 & 9, 2003 

Hours:  Gates open (volunteers): 7:30 am Admissions (FTG members): 9:00 am  Admission (Public): 
9:30 am  Close: 4:30 pm 

Changes: New Visitor's Center will be open at north end of Garden (opposite Matheson lot). This will be 
the main entrance. South gate (old main gate) will still be available. Volunteer parking will be restricted 
to perimeter lots (Matheson, Mulchville, Mangrove, and Hibiscus). Free admission is limited to 
vendors/demonstrators.  

Parking: Enter by lowland gate at north end of Garden (past the Visitors Center), follow directions to 
volunteer parking. Hibiscus lot, on south edge of lowlands, is closest to our booth, but has limited 
capacity, and may be filled by plant vendor trucks. If you must drive to booth on Saturday morning, arrive 
early (no later than 8:00 am) and enter by south gate as in previous years. Vehicles must be out of the 
Garden by 8:30 am. 

Booth Setup: Friday, November 7, 2:00 - 4:00 pm.  
Volunteers welcome. I strongly urge you to make prior arrangements to bring in on Friday anything you 
can't carry from the parking lot. If you can't do that personally, call Steve Miller (305-255-2241) or 
contact someone who will be helping with setup. We can bring it for you. You may bring work and tools 
at this time. Security is good, and we will protect against rain. 

Scheduling: All vendors will be scheduled for sales and demo shifts, unless we have more participants 
than time slots. If you indicated limited attendance during signup, you will only be scheduled during that 
time. You are expected to be present for your work shift (we have strict record-keeping requirements this 
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year), and no-shows will not receive free admission next year. I will make every effort to get work 
schedules to all groups ahead of time. 

Demonstrations are the basis of our free admission as an educational group. Simple, everyday projects are 
fine; the object is to keep the lathes turning, with ordinary work. Bring your own blank, and an extra if 
possible. Try to bring work in progress, or complete a small piece during your demo - it is much more 
rewarding for visitors. 

Breakdown: Sunday at 5:00 pm. If you can stay and help, it will be appreciated.  

 

INFO FOR VENDORS: 

As usual, 30% of gross sales will be paid to FTG. Price your work accordingly (price your work as 
normal, and add 50%). Your are not expected to sell for less than you normally would. Most Ramble 
customers understand that this is a benefit for Fairchild, and are willing to pay higher prices. 

Sales tax will be collected, and will be paid by FTG. A tax number is not required.  

Vendors must be members of SFWG, GCW, or PBW, be signed up in advance, and be present for 
scheduled shifts, to have work exhibited for sale. 

No early sales or reservation of work is permitted. This is a Fairchild rule, with no exceptions.  

Work to be exhibited for sale must be available to the placement committee no later than 8:30 am, 
accompanied by a completed sales log in duplicate. (One copy will be used by the cashier, and one copy 
by the placement committee.) [Recommendation: make an original sales log for yourself, and 2 
photocopies for the committee.] 

TIP: List your items in the order you want them put on display. This makes it easier for you, the 
placement committee, and for the cashier. 

Do not wait until you arrive at the Ramble to make up your sales log. Time and space is limited, and this 
results in delays and adds to the confusion. 

Items larger than 18" diameter will be counted as two objects for display purposes. Small items collected 
in a display of less than one cubic foot will count as one item. We would like to discourage large or tall, 
free-standing displays of small items like bottle stoppers, key chains, pens and the like, because they are 
difficult to place and can block other work. Smaller displays that conform to the size limits for turned 
work are fine and will be treated as one item for display purposes, and placed on tables. 

Each item for sale must be tagged with the vendor's ID (initials plus item number) and price (remember to 
add 50% for Fairchild). Preferably, use three initials in your ID - we have members with the same first 
and last initials. 

The placement committee will accept ten items initially from each turner, and place them on the shelves 
or tables. Vendors may not place their own work on the shelves.  

Work sold may be replaced by delivering an alternate piece to a committee member.  A displayed piece 
may be replaced by an alternate piece at any time. 
If you have questions, call Steve Miller 

Tel. 305-255-2241 E-mail:  naturesturn@bellsouth.net 
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Treasurer’s Report 
Balance from September Newsletter:  

$1566.78 
Revenues: 

September wood raffle        61.00 
   

Expenses: 
None 

_______ 
Balance as of 10/01/03:         $1,627.78 

 
 
 
 

From Woodturners of SW Florida (Rick 
Russell, Secretary): 

“We are seeking a demonstrator for the 
weekend of November 8th & 9th 2003. Ideally 
we'd like to hold a demonstration on the 8th 
followed by a hands on session for our club 
members on the 9th. 
 If you are interested please contact our 
chapter President Barry Finver 
BFINVER@aol.com at your earliest 
convenience. Or call him at (239) 731-8929 and 
he can fill you in on the particulars.” 
 
 

____________________________________  
 
 
 
SFWG Board Members: 
President – David Freundlich 305-256-7805 
V. President – Bob Hazel 305-253-0357 
Treasurer - Ed McSweeny 305-258-5418 
Secretary – Jack Fisher 305-233-4066 
& Robert Ulrich 305-882-0325 
Member at Large – Videos – Doug Rogers 

305-238-7080 
Member at Large – Tools – Ralph 

Callander 305-251-3993 
Historian – ?  
 
 
 

 
Next Meeting: October 2, 

2003 at 7 PM   
Program- Ed McSweeny is going to 

do the demo on "Chucking and Reverse 
Chucking". 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
South Florida Woodturners Guild 
c/o  J. Fisher 
15540 SW 62 CT 
Miami, FL 33157 
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