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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE: 
This month in the mail, I got catalogue after 
catalogue.  All with shiny new tools, 
gadgets, thingamabobs and the like, that I’ve 
just got to have.  I keep looking at the new 
lathes and wish.  I also take time to mark 
some of the smaller, less expensive objects 
of my desire and dog-ear the pages.  I 
carefully forget these specially marked 
booklets of treats around the house so that 
Ana and the kids have to move them out of 
the way to eat, get dressed, play ball, 
write…you get the picture.  It's kind of like 
sitting on Santa's lap and telling him that 
long list of goodies you just had to have, 
hoping he would figure out you really 
needed the bike.  The squeaky wheel gets 
the grease, or in this case, the gouge. 
With this in mind I want to make up my 
wish list for the guild, (did you notice how I 
dog-eared the page on the computer, I 
tried...really).  We already have a great slate 
of future officers.  I wish for more 
individual participation in the "Bring Back."  
The instant galleries get better every month, 
meaning your work is getting better.  I wish 
for this to continue, with all members 
challenging themselves and bringing in great 
work; things that we learn from.  I wish for 
overwhelming attendance and participation 
(this means volunteering) at the AAW 
conference in July.  I wish for more member 
demos at our monthly meetings, and more 
out of town demonstrators to show us a new 
way.  You see where I’m going. The more 
you participate in the guild, the better it will 
be for you and the guild. 
I hope everyone is planning on attending 
and participating at the Ramble. It is a great 
way to learn, try out new stuff, tools, our 

new lathe, and just great fellowship.  Best of 
all, it is fun, and the food is wonderful. 
I also wish each and every one of you an 
unlimited supply of quilted figured wood 
and a shop knee deep in shavings. Keep on 
turning: the Ramble is really around the 
corner and Fruit and Spice  Park just after 
the New Year. 
 
MINUTES: 
SFWG Minutes – 2 October 2003 
Meeting was called to order shortly after 
7:00 pm.   
Visitors included Anand Narwani who is 
opening a new Woodcraft store in Pompano 
Beach and Reverend Lyle who ministers to 
the destitute in Homestead.  Mr Narwani let 
it be known that his shop will be a friend to 
the South Florida woodturning community. 
Reverend Lyle thinks that woodturning 
might be a skill that would be useful and 
desirable to those he’s trying to help.   He’ll 
stay in touch and we’ll see if we can help. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
The Ramble- 
Steve talked a little about arrangements for 
the ramble.  The Guild tent will move 
slightly this year to give us a little more 
space.  The new location is only a few feet 
from our old spot and is directly across from 
the old garden shop.  Sales logs were 
distributed to potential displayers.  
Volunteers were asked to call or Email 
Steve.  (Since then a schedule has been 
developed and widely distributed by Email.  
Hard copies will be available at the 
November meeting). 
 
AAW Symposium- 
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Next year’s symposium in Orlando was 
mentioned once again.  No clear direction 
regarding Guild participation has yet been 
determined, but members were urged to 
consider the possibilities. Lee Sky will 
attend as a representative of the Gold Coast 
group and offered a ride to anyone who 
wanted to accompany him.  This topic will 
continue to be developed in future meetings. 
                
NEW BUSINESS 
Guild lathe arrives!- 
Our on and off again relationship with our 
new (to us) lathe has finally been 
consummated.  It was used for tonight’s 
demo and will live in Dave’s classroom for 
the time being.  Dave has strong-armed 
Doug into developing some sort of system 
for improving the lathe’s mobility and said 
he would even help.  Another volunteer is 
being sought to catalogue the array of parts 
that came along with the lathe. 
 
AAW dues- 
The Guild will continue its membership in 
the AAW so that we can continue to receive 
a copy of the AAW Journal for our library.  
Members are strongly urged to become 
individual members and everyone thinks the 
quarterly journal is more than worth the 
price of membership. 
 
Instant Gallery improvement- 
Somebody (Sean?) pointed out that there 
have been several errors in the newsletter 
regarding the attribution of pieces displayed 
in the Instant Gallery.  This guy (Steve?) 
had an idea that might go a long way 
towards rectifying that situation.  He 
suggested that anyone who brought 
something to display, would log them onto a 
form that described the piece, any points of 
interest and it’s creator.  He then stepped up 
and volunteered to create the form and 
initiate its use.  Friends from the Gold Coast 
club acknowledged that they do the same 

thing.  Dave was so excited at someone 
actually volunteering for something, that he 
suggested the job become an official guild 
position and he included it on the slate of 
officers for this year’s hotly contested 
election. Thanks Chris!  A soft copy for the 
newsletter would be most appreciated!  
 
Election of Officers- 
Using only enough pressure to avoid legal 
problems, the nominating committee offers 
their  2004 Slate of Officers: 

• President-      Bob Hazel 
• Vice President/President Elect-  Sean 

Callendar  
• Secretary-      Jack Fisher/Bob Ulrich  
• Treasurer-      Jack Skipper 
• Tools-             Ralph Callender 
• Videos/Library-    Doug Rogers 
• Historian-        Brian Sequin 
• Instant Gallery Coordinator-   Chris 

Watzich 
Since all of the above appear to be running 
unopposed in this “election”, I suspect that 
they’ll win.  Of course, you’re never sure in 
Florida.    
. 
DEMO 
Ed McSweeny became the first 
demonstrator to use the Guild’s new lathe 
when he tackled the topic of finishing the 
bottoms of turned objects (to keep it simple, 
from now on I’m going to say “bowl”, but 
these techniques can be used on any turned 
vessels).   Ed’s philosophy is that a bowl is 
not complete until it’s bottom has been 
finished and that a perfect bottom is not 
possible while using a tailstock.  With the 
tailstock in place, the entire bottom is not 
accessible to the turner.  Ed’s demo was 
essentially a demonstration of how to turn 
without using a tailstock.  
Before completing the bottom, any major 
shaping of the bottom should be done while 
the tailstock is still in use.   Additionally, 
everything except the bottom should be 
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complete.  That includes all turning, sanding 
and finishing.  The obvious key to success is 
the ability to fasten an already finished bowl 
to the lathe in a secure manner without 
damaging any finished areas. 
Ed displayed several techniques that applied 
to various shaped turnings.  For a basic 
bowl, a faceplate with a round wooden disk 
can be custom scribed to allow the edge of 
the bowl to nestle in a groove.  The bowl 
edge can be protected with a piece of 
leather, or cloth, etc.  The bowl can than be 
secured to the disk using strapping tape.  Ed 
uses the type that has fiberglass reinforcing.  
Variations on this idea include using rubber 
bands and a wooden disk that’s been 
notched to keep the bands in place.  Other 
shapes or natural edges present different 
challenges.  A piece of sacrificial scrap 
attached to a face plate can be turned and 
shaped to serve as an internal support or 
“jam chuck” that can successfully hold an 
object. 
It should be noted that these methods are 
successful only when a light touch is applied 
to any remaining shaping.  Since all major 
shaping is done earlier, this should not be a 
problem.  Ed stressed that by using 
imagination and ingenuity, an approach to 
holding an object of any shape is possible.  
He admitted that he sometimes spends more 
time developing a holding device than it 
took to turn the piece, but I’m sure we all 
agree that this effort pays off in all of Ed’s 
work.   
 
SFWG Member Honored!   
At the risk of embarrassing him, I’d like to 
congratulate one of our members on a recent 
accomplishment.  Our own Jack Fisher, 
make that Dr. Jack Fisher, has been awarded 
The Botanical Society of America Merit 
Award, one of only four botanists to receive 
the award this year.  Jack rated almost a full 
page in the Autumn 2003 edition of the 
Fairchild Garden News magazine where his 

colleagues bombard him with accolades.  
His long list of professional 
accomplishments and contributions to 
science are impressive.  Way to go Jack!  
 
Instant Gallery-  
Another impressive display. 
Ed McSweeny-  Challenging wild tamarind 
vessel.  Almost as much air as wood!  
Natural Edge bowl from a crabwood stump 
New sample for the Guild collection -  
Donated by Jack Skipper, was Cinnecord 
(Acacia choriophylla), native to the Keys 
but probably extinct in the wild there.  
Chris Watzich-    Red Mahoe vessel and a 
vase of unknown wood, both with a beeswax                
finish. 
Rick Pixely-         Large Mahogany vessel 
with a beautiful segmented band.                               
Outstanding! 
Rick and Alva Pixley- Rick turned the bowl 
and Alva carved several lizards on the inside 
which were then painted black and 
decorated with multi-colored spots.  A real 
art piece!  Wonderful collaboration. 
Lee Sky-   Several small bowls from 
bottlebrush burls 
Combination corkscrew and bottle stopper.  
Very clever design. 
Carl  Spinnler-  Large vessel of Norfolk 
Island Pine with multi-layered ledges and 
eight coats of Tung oil. 
 Large Mahogany salad bowl finished in 
“bioshield” sealing agent. 
Jose Roig-Greene- Large bowl from Puerto 
Rico 
             
Next Demo-  
Lee Sky will show us all how to turn a 
lampshade.  Word is, this will be pretty 
impressive.  Lee could use some extra 
lighting if anyone has anything portable. 
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Treasurer’s Report 
 

Balance from October Newsletter:  
$1,627.78 

Revenues:  
3 new memberships                               60.00 
Expenses: 
Guild AAW membership                      35.00 

_______ 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New Balance                                        $1,652.78        
 
 
 
SFWG Board Members: 
President – David Freundlich 305-256-7805 
V. President – Bob Hazel 305-253-0357 
Treasurer - Ed McSweeny 305-258-5418 
Secretary – Jack Fisher 305-233-4066 
& Robert Ulrich 305-882-0325 
Member at Large – Videos – Doug Rogers 
305-238-7080 
Member at Large – Tools – Ralph 
Callander 305-251-3993 
Historian –  Brian Seguin  

 
 
 
 
Next Meeting: November 6, 
2003 at 7 PM   
WOOD RAFFLE THIS MONTH!! 
Program- Lee Sky on “Turning a 
lampshade” .  An illuminating experience!  
 
 

 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
South Florida Woodturners Guild 
c/o  J. Fisher 
15540 SW 62 CT 
Miami, FL 33157 

Page - 4 


	OLD BUSINESS
	NEW BUSINESS
	DEMO
	SFWG Member Honored!
	
	Next Demo-



