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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE: 
The Fruit and Spice Park Natural Arts Festival 
was another successful show for the Guild. The 
weather held reasonably well, and sales 
appeared to be in line with recent years. For 
those of you who do not sell at the shows, try to 
spend some time there anyway, as you will 
enjoy spending time with your fellow turners. A 
lot can be learned by watching them demonstrate 
and asking questions -- Especially important for 
beginning turners. The work that is displayed is 
very inspirational, and is improving in quality 
each year. Also, keep in mind that we want to 
look around for other possible shows that the 
guild might participate in, especially a 
December show. Thanks to all the members who 
worked so hard to make this show possible. 
Great job!! 
Many thanks to Cas Grabowski for an extremely 
important and well prepared talk on wood 
toxicity at the last meeting. Lets all try to wear 
our masks, respirators, etc. from now on, and 
prevent some of the problems that we might 
otherwise develop. Also pay attention to the 
species of wood you plan to turn. Jan Misitis has 
provided us with a phamphlet on "Toxicity Of 
Woods" that he prepared for the South Florida 
Wood Carvers Guild. This is an excellent work, 
and covers many of the woods that we work 
with. It will be placed in our library. Check it 
out. Thanks Jan. 
Joe Roig will give the demonstration for the 
February meeting. Joe had some very well done 
segmented bowls at the last instant gallery, and 
will do the demo on : "Segmented Turning". 
That’s about it for now. Will see you at the next 
meeting.  ~~ Bob 
 
MINUTES: 
There were 42 in attendence. 
The meeting started immediately with the 
introduction of Cas Grabowski, long-time 
member and one of the original founders of the 

Guild, who spoke on “Wood toxicity”.  (See 
notes below)   
Treasurer Jack Skipper gave his brief monthly 
report, reminded us that dues are due, and 
collected forms and money.   
The Guild has as yet not heard about its 
application to the American Association of 
Woodturners for a grant to purchase video 
equipment for our demonstrations. 
Details for demonstrators and helpers at the Fruit 
& Spice Park Festival were arranged. 
Ed McSweeny reminded us that Florida State 
Sales Tax is due by late January for those who 
have a sales tax number.  Remember, the form 
must be sent in even if you don’t own the State 
money.  Also note that all new tax certificate 
numbers were assigned this year. 
Rick Pixley wanted us all to know that we South 
Florida Guild members are more than welcome 
to any and all of the shows and sales put on by 
the Gold Coast (Broward County) Woodturners.  
If you are interested, contact Ray Reiland (tel 
954-475-1167) for their show rules and costs. 
Rick’s friendly invitation led to a discussion 
about new shows and sales as outlets for our 
club and for promoting general interest in wood 
turning.  Many ideas but no decisions. 
The monthly “Bring Back” raffle was made by 
Lee Sky, a hollow form out of camphor, and was 
won by Jack Skipper. 
The “Instant Gallery” was shown (details 
below), and the Wood Auction was held at the 
end of the meeting. 
 
Instant Gallery – (by Chris Watzich) 
Tom Cross: Monkey Puzzle Vase finished with 

Deft 
Joe Roig: Segmented Bowl, and Labor Intensive 

Segmented Bowl finished in Tung Oil 
Bob Hazel: Big Leaf Maple Burl turning with 

Rose Stem  
Joe Self: Small Madura Mahogany Box. 
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Doug Rogers: Large English Elm Burr with 
Tung Oil & Paste Wax finish. 

Chris Watzich: Norfolk Island Pine Bowl with 7 
coats of Wipe On Poly finish, Spalted 
Maple Bowl finished with Wipe On 
Poly, and Hollow Form Camphor 
finished in Tung Oil. 

Ed McSweeney: Florida Holly Vase, and West 
Indian Cherry Box with Black Ironwood 
Top 
Rick Pixley: Albizia Chalice with 
Lacquer finish, Albizia Bowl with 
Lacquer finish 

Ralph Callender: Seagrape lidded box finished 
in Tung Oil 

Cass Grabowski: Walnut Box decorated with 
strip of Vineer, Intricate box of African 
Blackwood, and Sapwood, decorated 
with Turqoise Inlay. 

Sean Callender: Finally finished his carved 
Tamarind Shell. (with a noisy round of 
applauds) 

 
“Wood Toxicity” 
Cas Grabowshi, retired professor of biology 
from the University of Miami, spoke about a 
very important problem with certain woods that 
we all can be exposed to.  
Perhaps the most important point Cas made is 
that sensitivity to a wood can develop slowly or 
very suddenly, often taking the woodworker off 
guard.  Several members recounted their 
unpleasant experiences with bad reactions to 
wood dust . 
Toxic reactions can take several forms: 
a) Mechanical damage and irritation are 

caused by splinters and dust. Prolonged 
breathing of dust particles can increase the 
risk for nasal cancer or lung disease.  The 
relatively recent advent of power tools has 
made this an especially severe hazard. Sand 
paper and a good dust mask are both 
required for turning. 

b) Chemical toxins in the wood can directly 
affect skin, lungs and eyes. These 
poisonous compounds form naturally to 
protect plants from insect and fungal attack.  
Usually they are concentrated in bark and in 
heartwood. Severe reactions occur from the 
resins and latex (wet when fresh or powder 

when dried) in certain poisonous plant 
families like the cashew family 
(Anacardiaceae). Think: poison ivy, poison 
wood, mango, and Brazilian pepper.  
Albizia is known as “sneeze wood”. 
Jamaican dogwood is also called “fish 
poison wood”. 

c) Allergic reactions usually develop slowly 
after exposure to almost any natural 
substance, depending on individual 
sensitivity. 

d) Several respiratory reaction to mold spores 
and dust occur in spaulted (= partly rotted) 
woods that are so popular with turners. 
Spaulted maple is notorious. 

Take special care with these common woods: 
silk oak (= lacewood), western red cedar, 
rosewood and relatives, teak, walnut, and for 
some even mahogany. Use long sleeved shirts, a 
good quality mask (not the common disposal 
dust mask), and wash well with soap and water. 
Hands-On Turning: 
We have a workshop scheduled for Saturday Feb 
21 at Bill Lessard’s house. (19201 SW 248 St.)  
We will do hands-on turning and mini-demos by 
some of our members. You can bring your 
lunch, or there is a Bar-B-Q and sub restaurant 
not too far away. We will have soft drinks and 
water available. Bring your favorite tools and 
some wood. We will also have the guild tools. 
We will get the details (time, directions, etc) to 
you at the Feb. meeting. We will also want to 
get an approximate head count so we will know 
how many lathes will be needed. Thanks Bill, 
for making your shop available to us. If anyone 
has any question, contact Bill or Bob Hazel. 
Photos: Natural Arts Festival at the Fruit & 
Spice Park (photos by Chris Watzich). 
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Membership Renewal-  
It’s that time of the year. For the remarkable 
price of only $20.00, an individual can continue 
to receive all of the benefits that accrue to any 
member of the South Florida Woodturners 
Guild. Please fill out the form included in this 
month’s newsletter and mail it (along with a 
check made out to “South Florida Woodturners 
Guild” or “SFWG”) to treasurer, Jack Skipper 
(address to right), or just bring the form and 
payment to the February meeting.   

Note: Only those who have renewed for 2004 
will get the next Newsletter and e-mail 
announcements. 

South Florida Woodturners Guild 
2004 Membership Renewal/Application 

 
Date: …………………………… 
 
Name: 
……………………………………………… 
 
Address: 
……………………………………………… 
 
City………………………………………… 
 
State……………….Zip…………………. 
 
Phone: (Home)……………………………….. 
 
(Work)……………………………….. 
 
E-mail: 
……………………………………………… 
 
Are you a member of American Association of 
Woodturners?     Yes……No……. 
 
Do you own a lathe?     Yes…..No….. 
 
LatheMake/Model ……………………… 
          Headstock spindle size…………… 
 
What is you skill level?    Beginner …….  
Intermediate ……  Advanced ………. 
 
Do you want your name released to vendors or 
other turning groups?  Yes…… No…... 
 

2004 Membership fees (Please circle): 
 

Individual $20  Family $30 
 

  Supporting $100 
 

Please mail this form and your check  
(made out to “SFWG”) to: 

Jack Skipper 
Treasurer SFWG 
7561 SW 138 St. 
Miami, FL 33158 
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 Treasurer’s Report- 
Balance from Jan. Newsletter:   $1605.93  
Revenues:   

 Membership Dues 685.00  
 Fruit and Spice Park sales  less 10% 3785.85  
10% of sales to SFWTG 451.00  
Wood Raffle      39.00  

Total Revenue $6566.78  
Expenses 
 Ramble receipt books 13.11     (B. Seguin) 

 
 

 Fruit and Spice checks to sellers 3785.85  
 Bank charge 6.00 
 Stop payment on check     29.00  (issued new check to Sean Callender) 

 
 

Total Expenses 3833.96  
  
Balance as of 2/1/04 $2732.82  
  
  
    SFWG Board Members: 

Next Meeting:  President – Bob Hazel 305-253-0357 
February 5, 2004 at 7 PM   V. President – Sean Callender  

Treasurer – Jack Skipper (305) 253-1180 Program- Joe Roig on “Segmented 
Turning” -- principles and techniques. Secretary – Jack Fisher 305-233-4066 

& Robert Ulrich 305-882-0325  Member at Large – Videos – Doug Rogers 
305-238-7080  

 Member at Large – Tools – Ralph 
Callander 305-251-399  

 Historian –  Brian Seguin (305) 253-1899     
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
South Florida Woodturners Guild 
c/o  J. Fisher 
15540 SW 62 CT 
Miami, FL 33157 
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