
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:
Welcome new members, John and Linda
Williams, Julie Smith, Peter Wechsler, and
Herbert Ruiz. We all hope you will enjoy the
SFWTG and actively participate in our guild
functions.
    Our workshop at Bill Lessard’s was a big
success. This was probably one of the
best-attended workshops we have had, with
about thirty people in attendance. All our new
members were present, and with the help of our
many volunteer mentors, turned out some very
nice woodturning projects. It was a fun day with
opportunities to learn and to meet with fellow
turners. Many thanks to Bill for providing us with
a great facility in which to hold the workshop. He
put in long hours getting his shop ready for the
occasion. Also, thanks to all you members for
your support and assistance in putting on the
program. It is absolutely essential that we
provide all our members the assistance they
need to improve their skills. We cannot learn
everything at meetings and workshops alone, so
please feel free to ask any of the other members
for some one-on-one turning. It can greatly
enhance your turning skills, and they would
more than be happy to help you. We also plan to
have another workshop in the near future.
    Thanks to Joe Roig for a great and
informative demonstration on segmented turning
at our February meeting. Very inspiring, Joe.
Maybe we will see other members showing
segmented turnings at our instant gallery. Not
me, I'm still confused.
    A couple of subjects were raised at our last
board meeting that we may want to discuss at
the March meeting. One subject that has come
up from time to time is the "Bringback", and
whether or not we should continue it, as
participation in it is an issue. Also, sometime in
the future, it is possible that we may want to
purchase a trailer for storing our tents, shelves,
etc. that we use for our shows. Consider pros
and cons, type of trailer, funding, etc. that we
would be faced with. I bring this up to you so you
will have time to give it some thought prior to the
meeting. Happy Turning.   Bob

MINUTES:
Special thanks to Ed McSweeny for taking
notes at the February meeting.  His notes on
the Demo are so good that they’ll be
reported verbatim.  I’m told the demo was a
little more complicated than most and not
fully grasped by all, yet I think I followed
Ed’s explanation (maybe).
  
Meeting called to order at 7:10 pm by
President Bob Hazel.

Visitors-
Three guests were present:  Julie Smith, and
John Williams and his wife Linda.

For the Record-
Club historian, Brian Seguin is in the
process on digitizing all past newsletters.
These will all be included on a CD along
with photos of special events and club
activities.  There is quite a bit of work
involved here and Brian is to be commended
for his contribution.

Club Toolbox-
Ralph Callander, our keeper of the tools,
(and our March demonstrator) is
investigating a variety of solutions to solve
the problem of our old toolbox and our
expanded collection of tools.  Add-ons for
the new club lathe have amplified the
problem.  Ideas and suggestions are
welcomed.

Problems at the Top-
It was reported that the one of the guild tents
needs a new top.  This item will be
discussed at the next board meeting.
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Treasurer’s Update-
Not to be confused with the treasurer’s
report always included in this newsletter.
Guild treasurer, Jack Skipper reported that
our members sold items totaling $4,510.00
at the recent Natural Arts Festival.  This
resulted in a $451.00 windfall for the guild.
The timing couldn’t be better, since the need
for a new toolbox, a stand for the new guild
lathe, and a new tent-top are outstanding
issues.  Jack said that as of the February
meeting there are only 32 currently paid
members.  Those who haven’t signed up by
the end of the March meeting are reading
their last newsletter.  At $20.00 a year, the
dues for this guild are one of South Florida’s
real bargains.  Come on folks, break out
those checkbooks!

Hey Buddy Can You Spare a Dime?-
Seems the Guild is looking for handouts.  Or
maybe I should say, brochures.  We’re all
out of the little brochures we used to have
on hand to give to potential members or
other interested parties.  At least twenty
individuals inquired about the Guild at the
last Ramble and it would have been nice to
hand them a brochure. These brochures have
resulted in new members as well as wood
donations and really need to be reprinted.
Ed McSweeny has the masters, but has lost
the file with the logo.  He will contact Gerry
Parlato about the original logo so we can
add the handout files to the Guild records
and print a new supply.

Guild Picnic-
Everyone agrees that it’s time for another
guild picnic.  Possibilities will be discussed
at the next board meeting and presented to
the members soon.  Let’s do this before it
gets too hot!.
George is Feeling Better-
Rick Pixley reported that George Snyder is
still in the hospital after his reaction to

lacewood, but is improving.  

Workshops-
As Bob mentioned in his President’s
message, the beginners workshop was held
on Saturday, 21 February, at 9:00 a.m., at
Bill Lessard’s, 19201 S.W. 248 St. (Thanks
again Bill!). There was also some discussion
of a possible second workshop in March or
April.

Gold Coast Woodturners-
Rick Pixley mentioned that Gold Coast
Woodturners are now meeting at
Constantines, and are considering inviting
John Jordan to give a one-day demonstration
program.  John’s fee is $500/day.  He
proposed that this demo be a cooperative
venture between Gold Coast and SFWG.
There was some discussion, and the matter
will be referred to Steve Miller.

Bring-back-
There were 14 participants in the bring-back
raffle (something less than half of the
members present), which was won by Brian
Seguin.  He took home a rosewood vase by
Tom Costello.

April Fools-
No joke, our normally scheduled first-
Thursday-of-the-month meeting for April
would be April 1 this year.  The school will
be closed this week for Spring break, so the
April meeting will be held the following
Thursday, April 8, same time and place.
Mark your calendars!

Instant Gallery – (by Chris Watzich)
Carol Moppert-       Mahogany oil lamp with
hand carved top.
Rick Pixley-             Large Norfolk Island Pine
bowl finished in lacquer.
Cass Grabowski-       Total of eight turned eggs
including Crabwood with turquoise inlay,
Tulipwood, Monkey Pod Burl, and Cedarwood.
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Chris Watzich-          Spanish Cedar vase with
lapis inlay, finished with marine spar varnish.
English Black Walnut vase finished in tung oil.
Spalted Mahogany vase finished in six coats of
wipe-on Poly.  
Joe Roig-                     Wall hanging plaque of
Spanish Cedar.  Maple and Wenge veneers,
displaying an arrangement of very old nails,
finished in tung oil and finishing wax.
Bill Lessard-                 Maple Burl bowl with
turquoise inlay and gold glitter inlay.
Ray Galvin-                   Cedar bowl.
Joe Geigel-                      Ambrosia Maple and
Jamaican Dogwood bowls.                                  

Demo-
The program was presented by Joe Roig,
demonstrating a particular form of
segmented turning in which conical vessels
are formed by stacking segments turned
from a flat disc.  While the form of vessels
produced by this method is limited, it has
the advantages of being very efficient in use
of wood, and  when the starting stock is
composed of sandwiches of different woods,
very elaborate designs can be produced.
The procedure is started by mounting a disc
of prepared stock in faceplate orientation
(either by means of a glued-on tenon, or by
a through-bolt), and then using the parting
tool to cut the largest conical segment from
the outside of the disc.  The parting tool cut
is guided by a jig mounted on the tool rest,
which keeps the tool at a predetermined
angle to the centerline.  A first cut forms the
angle of the outside of the first segment, and
thereafter each cut forms the inside of the
segment being parted off, and the outside of
the following segment.  Cuts are spaced at a
carefully determined interval, which is the
sum of the desired wall thickness, a small
amount of wastage for cleanup after gluing,
and the kerf of the parting tool.  The method
allows for uniform overlap for easy glue-up
into a smooth cone.  When the starting disc
is a single piece of wood, segments are

rotated 90o to avoid movement in the
finished vessel.  Contrasting wood can be
added for a rim, or foot, or both.  When the
starting disc is composed of glued-up strips
of contrasting woods (either vertically or
horizontally), geometric designs are formed
in the resulting vessel, with continuity of
design controlled by rotating the segments
to the proper orientation during glue-up.  If
the initial disc is composed of strips cut on
an angle, geometric forms of almost
unlimited complexity are possible.  

Although it took a while for some of us to
grasp the concept, Joe explained it very well
and patiently answered questions until we
all had it down (well, Jeff Price is still
grappling with the geometry involved).  It
was a good program.
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_____________________________________________________________________

South Florida Woodturners Guild
c/o  J. Fisher
15540 SW 62 CT
Miami, FL 33157

March Treasurers Report

Balance from February Newsletter $2732.82
Revenues
 Membership Dues        390.00
Total Revenue 390.00
Expenses
F and S Park(drinks)       17.82  

Total Expenses 17.82

Balance as of 3/1/04 3122.82

SFWG Board Members:
President – Bob Hazel 305-253-0357
V. President – Sean Callender 
Treasurer – Jack Skipper (305) 253-1180
Secretary – Jack Fisher 305-233-4066
& Robert Ulrich 305-882-0325
Member at Large – Videos – Doug Rogers
305-238-7080
Member at Large – Tools – Ralph
Callander 305-251-399
Historian –  Brian Seguin (305) 253-1899

Next Meeting:
March 4, 2004 at 7 PM 
WOOD RAFFLE MONTH ! 
Program-  Demo by Ralph Callander  
Topic-  Turning Boxes 
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