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SOUTH FLORIDA WOODTURNERS GUILD 
A CHAPTER OF THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF WOODTURNERS 

May 2004 NEWSLETTER – VOL 17 NUMBER 5 
 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE: 
 
    Hope you all enjoyed the auction at the 
April meeting. Not only fun, but also a 
financial success for our trailer fund. Many 
thanks to Ed for organizing the event, and to 
those members who contributed some great 
pieces of wood to the cause. The response of 
our guild was truly outstanding. It also 
helped to have a professional auctioneer on 
hand. We will have to see if we can hire him 
again for our next auction. Hope someone 
got his name. 
    It was certainly kind of Doug Rogers to  
postponie his tool demonstration until the 
May meeting. We appreciate this, Doug. He 
did give a preview of the tool demo in the 
parking lot after the meeting, and it going to 
be an interesting evening. Make sure you 
attend this one. 
    Great picnic over at Nancy and Tony's 
last Saturday. We sure appreciate them for 
hosting the event again this year. Also 
thanks to Ray for handling the table set up, 
and arranging for Shorty’s to cater the party. 
Another great turnout and lots of 
comraderie. 
    Be sure to try to attend the John Jordan 
seminar on May 22. Should be a great 
learning experience. John is one of the 
better-known demonstrators in the country. 
See you there.                                                                                    
Bob 
 
MINUTES: 
Due to the length of our very sucessful wood 
auction, we had an abbreviated business 
meeting last month.  Several items of 
interest should be mentioned.  

• Reminders regarding the Guild 
picnic on April 24 and the John 

Jordan Demo on May 22 were given.  
More on both these items later in the 
newsletter. 

• A long-distance heads-up was also 
given regarding a possible Demo by 
Nick Cook in the Fall.  Tentative 
date  is November 6.  Humberto 
Medina is working on the details. 

• A brief discussion regarding the 
benefits of attending the AAW 
Symposium took place.  Previous 
attendees could not say enough about 
their positive experiences at previous 
symposiums.  The Symposium will 
probably never be closer than this 
year’s location in Orlando.  If you 
wait until next year, you’ll have to 
travel to Kansas City. 

• The availability and desirability of 
guild Tee-shirts or Polo-shirts was 
discussed.  David will talk to Jerry 
about current supplies (if any) and an 
approach to ordering more.  A show 
of hands indicated that almost all 
present would like a guild shirt. 

• Someone mentioned the availability 
of a new woodturning magazine.  Go 
to www.woodturningdesign.com for 
details.  

  
  
The Wood Auction! - 
The wood auction held immediately before 
the April meeting was an unqualified 
success.  The idea was to try and raise a few 
dollars for the guild’s trailer fund, but within 
a few minutes it was clear that something 
special was happening.  One would have 
thought that David had been born with a 
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gavel in his hand and that the bidders might 
never again see another chunk of wood!  
Amidst all the hooping, hollering and 
spirited bidding, the guild managed to raise 
$990.00!  Of that, we managed to collect 
$822.00 that evening, leaving $168.00 to be 
collected at the next meeting. Remember, 
we know where you live! 
Additionally, it should be mentioned that 
three non-bidding members each kicked in a 
$20.00 donation and that later in the month, 
we received a $200.00 donation from 
another member.  All of the donations were 
made in the spirit of anonimity, but I think 
they should be recognized.  A tip o’the hat 
to Joe Self, Ralph Callander, Jack Skipper 
and Bob Hazel. 
The Guild would like to thank all who 
donated wood for this great cause.  Special 
mention goes to honorary guild member 
Mike Tisdale, who generously donated quite 
a few pieces of exotic hardwood (including 
Pink Ivory and African Blackwood) that 
earned some big bucks for the guild.  For 
those of you who don’t know Mike, he owns 
and operates a small mill and exotic-wood 
supply business in the Redlands.  He sells 
wood all over the country, primarily to 
turners.  Keep him in mind if you need 
something special. Members are welcome to 
go out to his place and poke around at their 
leisure.  Better call first to make sure he’s 
around (305 248-0593), because it’s a pretty 
good ride.  Thanks again, Mike. 
 
The Picnic! - 
About 50 Guild members and their families 
met on a beautiful April afternoon at the 
Cedeno’s home for the annual guild picnic.  
There were three or four lathes going on the 
covered patio out back for the ambitious, 
while the rest of the gang relaxed and 
chatted under the trees.  There were kids and 
dogs and old friends to visit and new ones to 
meet..  There was a great barbecue buffet, 
supplied and set up by Shorty’s that 

included, ribs, chicken, corn-on-the-cob, 
potato salad and cole slaw. And it was free! 
Just another day in paradise.  All of us are 
thankful to Ray Galvin for coordinating the 
food order and furniture rental and to Tony 
and Nancy Cedeno for their generous 
hospitality. We should do this more often. 
 
Board Meeting Highlights- 

• The trailer committee is hard at it.  
They’ve checked out quite a few 
possibilities, but have yet to find the 
right combination of function and 
price.  Mitch’s suggestion seems a 
bit more expensive then originally 
thought. In the mean time, anyone 
with any leads should contact one of 
the trailer committee or board 
members.  Questions also arose 
regarding insurance and titling.  The 
guidance of any guild member with 
experience in such matters would be 
appreciated. 

• Alternative locations for the monthly 
guild meeting continue to be a topic 
of concern.  Access to the school 
during breaks and the summer 
continues to be uncertain.  A change 
in local school administration could 
also be a problem.  Members are 
reminded to be on the lookout for a 
suitable alternative.  

• The July meeting, which we hope 
will be at the school, will take place 
on July 8 (the second Thursday of 
the month) to minimize any conflicts 
with the 4th of July weekend. 

• The creation of a new mentors list 
will begin at the next meeting.  
Those participating will have their 
phone numbers included in future 
newsletters.  We have a generous, 
talented group of expereienced 
turners ready and willing to help any 
who could use a hand and we want to 
make them more accessable.      
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John Jordan Demo- 
A joint effort of our guild and the Gold 
Coast group, this long awaited 
demonstration will take place on Saturday 
May 22 .  It will start at 9:00 AM and will 
be held at the South Florida Angler’s Club 
meetingplace at 14035 SW 142nd Avenue, 
Miami.  This is just south of the Tamiami 
Airport.  Maps and directions will be 
available at the next meeting.  An Email 
reminder will also be sent. 
In addition to being a museum quality 
turner, John Jordan is widely known for his 
enthusiatic, humorous and skillful 
demonstrations.  This is a fantastic 
opportunity to learn from a world-class 
turner and should not be missed. 
Admission will be $30.00.  To ensure a 
timely start to the demo and to minimize the 
administrative fumbling before we get 
started, members should pay their admission 
fee at the May meeting.  Bring those 
checkbooks and don’t miss this opportunity! 
 
Thanks-   
To Doug Rogers for his efforts constructing 
a custom designed wheeled dolly for the 
guild lathe.  Everyone knows how heavy 
that lathe is and thanks to Doug’s efforts it is 
now significantly more mobile.  It is 
appreciated.        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Instant Gallery – (by Chris Watzich) 
 
Lee Sky Alexander Palm Hollow 

Form 
Alva Pixley Mahogany Bowl finished 

with wipe-on Poly  
John Williams Three small boxes & one 

large Pecan Box 
Raleigh Mahogany & Maple Bowl 

and ½ Bowl, the result of 
trying to part the bottom 
with a table saw! 

Linda Williams 1 small box turned from 
Rosewood, finished in 
tung oil. 

Tom Costello Burled Monkey Pod Bowl 
finished with Deft. 

Virginia 
Costello 

Small Fla. Cedar Vase 
finished in Tung Oil. 

Joe Roig 3 Segmented Turnings one 
of which is Cypress  with 
a Maple center finished in 
Tung Oil. 

 One segmented bowl had 
52 segments. 

Ed 
McSweeney 

Small box of Swinglea 
Glutinosa 

Chris Watzich Acasia vase with 
Malachite Inlay finished 
in  Deft and Tung Oil. 

 Northern White Cedar 
Vase finished in Deft. 

Bob Hazel Small Rosewood hollow 
form.  Lignam Vitae 

 Hollow form finished in 
Linseed Oil. 

Jan Misitis Sanded & finished a piece 
of wood and added carved 
Pink Ivory fish to it. 

Joe Giegel Turned Rosewood bowl 
gouge handle. 
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SFWG Board Members: 
President – Bob Hazel 305-253-0357 

V. President – Sean Callender  
Treasurer – Jack Skipper (305) 253-1180 
Secretary – Jack Fisher 305-233-4066 
& Robert Ulrich 305-882-0325 
Member at Large – Videos – Doug Rogers 
305-238-7080 
Member at Large – Tools – Ralph 
Callander 305-251-399 
Historian –  Brian Seguin (305) 253-1899 
 

 
 

May Treasurers Report 
 
Balance from April Newsletter       $3287.45               
Revenues 
Membership Dues                  $60.00 
Wood Auction(collected)         822.00 
 Donations to Trailer Fund       260.00 
Total Revenue                                $1142.00 
Expenses 
 Annual Picnic 
 Tables, Chairs,etc        135.56 
 Shorty’s                        433.50 
 Delivery Tip                   20.00 
Total Expenses                               $589.06 

 
Balance as of 5/1/04                       $3840.39 
 
 

Next Meeting: 
May 6, 2004 at 7 PM  
WOOD RAFFLE MONTH !  
Program-  Demo by Doug Rogers- 
Making Tools 
ATTN Members – Please bring in your 
homemade tools!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
South Florida Woodturners Guild 
c/o  J. Fisher 
15540 SW 62 CT 
Miami, FL 33157 
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