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SOUTH FLORIDA WOODTURNERS GUILD 
A CHAPTER OF THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF WOODTURNERS 

August 2004 NEWSLETTER – VOL 17 NUMBER 8 
 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE: 
It's good to be back in Miami. The cool 
weather in Wisconsin was too much for me 
to handle. 
    First of all, the passing of fellow 
woodturner, George Snyder, saddened us all. 
He will be missed very much, and our 
condolences go out to his family. As you 
know, George was a paralyzed veteran who 
was an inspiration to all who knew him. I 
remember last year when I was program 
chairman, George was kind enough to give 
the first demo for me. I certainly appreciated 
his enthusiasm, woodturning skill, and 
inventive expertise that he brought to our 
meeting. We’ll miss you, George. 
    We are well on the way to acquiring our 
trailer, and our trailer committee has done a 
great job in researching the project. They 
plan to put a motion before the membership 
at our August meeting. We are also planning 
on one final push for our trailer fund at the 
September meeting. You will be receiving 
information on a wood auction, that will 
include tools, videos, books, or whatever 
you wish to donate, soon. Don’t miss this 
meeting. The last auction was a blast. 
    Thanks to David for providing a fine 
demo on bottle stoppers and light pulls at the 
July meeting. Also, to Sean for handling the 
meeting while I was in Wisconsin catching 
fish. 
    The AAW Symposium at Orlando was a 
super event. We had a good representation 
from SFWG, with almost half of our 
membership attending. It was a great 
learning experience, very inspiring, and 
great camaraderie. I hope everyone enjoyed 
it as much as I did. 
    The August meeting is going to be very 
busy, so try to get there on time, and we can 

get going at 7 pm. Lee Sky is going to give a 
demo, and Bill Lessard and Brian Seguin are 
going to give a power point presentation on 
the AAW symposium. We should all enjoy 
this, especially those who were unable to 
attend the symposium. We also need to 
squeeze in a short business meeting. We will 
need your cooperation to get all this in. See 
you next Thursday.   Bob 
  
  
Demo at the August meeting: 
  
Lee Sky- Woodturning 
  
2004 AAW  Symposium Power Point 
Presentation - Bill Lessard and Brian Seguin 

 
MINUTES: 
 

• The meeting began with the 
demonstration by Dave on  “Turning 
small objects”, or  as he likes to say, 
“turning calisthenics”. (see Demo 
article) 

 
• Visitors- Roger (sorry, didn’t get the 

last name) from the Gold Coast 
group. 

 
• 2004 AAW Symposium- reminder 

was given and the values of 
attending were discussed.  Quite a 
few members plan to attend. (Catch 
Bill and Brian’s symposium 
presentation at the August meeting!) 

 
• George Snyder- Rick Pixley told the 

group about the tragic passing of 
George Snyder.  George was 
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hospitalized with serious lung 
complications resulting from 
inhaling the dust from a piece of Silk 
Oak he had turned.  He never left the 
hospital. Sawdust from that species, 
along with that of several others can 
be very dangerous, particularly to 
some individuals.  There’s nothing 
worse than a tragedy that could have 
been prevented. REMEMBER TO 
WEAR YOUR FACE MASK!  

 
• Mentor Program- the availability of 

an active Guild mentoring program 
was discussed.  This long-standing 
program gives all of us access to 
some of the finest turners around, but 
awareness of its availability has 
faded over time.  From now on, the 
list of mentors and their phone 
numbers will be listed in the 
newsletter, as it was in the past.  We 
have began to rebuild our list of 
mentors, so if you’d like to be part of 
the program and you don’t see your 
name in the newsletter, please 
contact one of the club officers.  We 
are surrounded by literally several 
centuries of experience.  It’s the 
Guild’s finest resource.  If you’re a 
beginner or even an experienced 
turner with a problem don’t hesitate 
to call on one of our mentors.  These 
guys really like to help. 

 
• Bring Back-   Once again, the bring 

back was a topic of conversation.  
Many people are reluctant to 
participate because they feel their 
abilities are not as keen as some 
others and they do not want to pass 
along an inferior piece.  Several 
accomplished members commented 
that pieces they had received in the 
past from beginning turners were 
among their favorites because they 

represented the very best efforts of 
their creators.  The expectation is 
that each turner will produce a piece 
appropriate for their skill level. 

 
• Workshop at Ray’s-  New member 

Cynthia Beason rose to express how 
thankful she was to all of the help 
she received at Ray’s place back in 
June.  Special mention was given to 
John Scholtz as well as John and 
Linda Williams.  She even managed 
to make a pen.  It was a nice, 
heartfelt testimonial.          

 
INSTANT GALLERY: 
Rick Pixley-      Mahogany Bowl,carved. 
CarrotWood Bowl with Bleached,carved 
lines. A Mango Hollow form Finished in 
Lacquer. A MonkeyPod Burl with Carving, 
finished in Lacquer. 
 
Joe Roig-      Fustic,carved Vase finished in 
Tung Oil. Small Bowl turned on 8 different 
centers! Segmented Bowl of Maple & 
Mahogany. 
 
Jeff Price-      Red Mahoe Vase, top is 
Indian Rosewood. 
 
Carol Moppert-      Maple Plate finished in 
Deft & Wax. 
 
Tom Cross-      Norfolk Pine Box. A 
Tamarind Bowl. 
 
Chris Watzich-      Scotch Pine Bowl 
finished in Tung Oil. Black Walnut vase 
finished in Tung Oil. Red Cedar vase 
finished in Tung Oil. Red Mahoe finished in 
BeesWax. 
 
Sean Callender-      Avacado Burl (Sean’s 
1st turning),TungOil finish 
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Barrie Reed-      Cane Stand with Assorted 
Turned Canes. 
 
Ed McSweeney-      Mahogany Bowl 
 
Alva Pixley-      Mahogany Bowl, with 
carving. 
 
Ray Galvin-      Black Olive Bowl 
 
Bob Hazel-      Bring Back, Orange Osage 
turning. 
 
DEMO:  “Turning Small Objects” 
                Presented by Dave Freundlich 
David gave a great demo on turning small 
objects.  He considers creating these small 
objects as a type of “turning calisthenics”, a 
great way to warm up for bigger projects, 
and an opportunity to turn on the lathe when 
you only have a few minutes.  Small objects 
require much of the same skill set as larger 
pieces and may even require a little finer 
control of the tools in some cases. Dave 
worked on bottle stoppers and lamp/fan 
pulls for the demo, but mentioned that 
mallets and tops (the kind you played with 
as a kid) and fishing lures are also fun 
projects.  He made two types of bottles 
stoppers:  one used the traditional cork and 
the other used a metal cone.  He put on quite 
a good show and produced a couple of nice 
little pieces while passing along a lot of 
information. 

• This is a perfect use for those 
beautiful pieces of scrap you have 
laying around. 

• Showed how to make several 
inexpensive small chucks, perfect 
for holding these pieces. 

• Suggested using a skew.  It’s fine 
shearing cuts will save a lot of 
sanding.  

• When “skewing’, lead with the 
pointed tip if moving toward the 
head stock, but with the “short 
side” if moving toward the tail 
stock.   

• Use a handful of sawdust to burnish 
your piece. 

• Get together with a few fellow 
turners and buy your corks, or 
metal cones and other supplies in 
bulk to save significantly on costs.  

  
AUCTION at SEPTEMBER 
MEETING!  
In a last ditch attempt to bulk up the trailer 
fund before its upcoming purchase, we will 
start the September meeting with another 
auction.  Anyone who was at the last event 
knows that this is not to be missed.  It’s 
one of those elusive win-win situations; 
everyone gets an opportunity to get some 
real bargains and the Guild gets the cash.  
We need everyone to show up and to bring 
those checkbooks! 
In preparation, the Guild is gratefully 
accepting donations of wood as well as 
tools, books, videos, and other supplies.  
We need to order the trailer in September 
to have it by the Ramble and this will be 
our last chance to minimize the impact on 
our general fund. 

 
MENTORS: 

• Rick Pixley-  (954) 435-2920 
• Ray Galvin-  (305) 253-9554 
• Bob Hazel-    (305) 253-0357  
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SFWG Board Members: 
President – Bob Hazel 305-253-0357 

V. President – Sean Callender  
Treasurer – Jack Skipper (305) 253-1180 
Secretary – Jack Fisher 305-233-4066 

& Bob Ulrich 305-882-0325 
Member at Large – Videos – Doug Rogers 305-
238-7080 
Member at Large – Tools – Ralph Callander 305-
251-3993 
Historian –  Brian Seguin (305) 253-1899 
 
Next Meeting: August 6, 2004 at 7 PM  
Cutler Ridge Middle School shop 
19400 Gulfstream Rd., Cutler Ridge 
(US1 → Marlin Rd → Gulfstream Rd) 
Program – Lee Sky- turning demo. 
Bill Lessard and Brian Seguin- Power Point 
Symposium presentation 

 
 
 
 
July Treasurer’s Report 
Balance from June Newsletter  $$4000.31 
Revenues 
 Contribution for wood rec’d at meeting     $2.00 
Total Revenue                                           $2.00 
Expenses 
 Additional mini camera equipment            $82.00 
Woodturning videos for guild library        $127.14 
Total Expenses                                        ($358.00) 
 
Balance as of 7/1/04                                 $4000.31 
      Trailer fund                                      ($1450.00) 
      General Fund                                     $2550.31 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
South Florida Woodturners Guild 
c/o  J. Fisher 
15540 SW 82 CT 
Miami, FL 33157 
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SOUTH FLORIDA WOODTURNERS GUILD 
A CHAPTER OF THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF WOODTURNERS 

August 2004 NEWSLETTER – VOL 17 NUMBER 8 
 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE: 
It's good to be back in Miami. The cool 
weather in Wisconsin was too much for me 
to handle. 
    First of all, the passing of fellow 
woodturner, George Snyder, saddened us all. 
He will be missed very much, and our 
condolences go out to his family. As you 
know, George was a paralyzed veteran who 
was an inspiration to all who knew him. I 
remember last year when I was program 
chairman, George was kind enough to give 
the first demo for me. I certainly appreciated 
his enthusiasm, woodturning skill, and 
inventive expertise that he brought to our 
meeting. We’ll miss you, George. 
    We are well on the way to acquiring our 
trailer, and our trailer committee has done a 
great job in researching the project. They 
plan to put a motion before the membership 
at our August meeting. We are also planning 
on one final push for our trailer fund at the 
September meeting. You will be receiving 
information on a wood auction, that will 
include tools, videos, books, or whatever 
you wish to donate, soon. Don’t miss this 
meeting. The last auction was a blast. 
    Thanks to David for providing a fine 
demo on bottle stoppers and light pulls at the 
July meeting. Also, to Sean for handling the 
meeting while I was in Wisconsin catching 
fish. 
    The AAW Symposium at Orlando was a 
super event. We had a good representation 
from SFWG, with almost half of our 
membership attending. It was a great 
learning experience, very inspiring, and 
great camaraderie. I hope everyone enjoyed 
it as much as I did. 
    The August meeting is going to be very 
busy, so try to get there on time, and we can 

get going at 7 pm. Lee Sky is going to give a 
demo, and Bill Lessard and Brian Seguin are 
going to give a power point presentation on 
the AAW symposium. We should all enjoy 
this, especially those who were unable to 
attend the symposium. We also need to 
squeeze in a short business meeting. We will 
need your cooperation to get all this in. See 
you next Thursday.   Bob 
  
  
Demo at the August meeting: 
  
Lee Sky- Woodturning 
  
2004 AAW  Symposium Power Point 
Presentation - Bill Lessard and Brian Seguin 

 
MINUTES: 
 

• The meeting began with the 
demonstration by Dave on  “Turning 
small objects”, or  as he likes to say, 
“turning calisthenics”. (see Demo 
article) 

 
• Visitors- Roger (sorry, didn’t get the 

last name) from the Gold Coast 
group. 

 
• 2004 AAW Symposium- reminder 

was given and the values of 
attending were discussed.  Quite a 
few members plan to attend. (Catch 
Bill and Brian’s symposium 
presentation at the August meeting!) 

 
• George Snyder- Rick Pixley told the 

group about the tragic passing of 
George Snyder.  George was 
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hospitalized with serious lung 
complications resulting from 
inhaling the dust from a piece of Silk 
Oak he had turned.  He never left the 
hospital. Sawdust from that species, 
along with that of several others can 
be very dangerous, particularly to 
some individuals.  There’s nothing 
worse than a tragedy that could have 
been prevented. REMEMBER TO 
WEAR YOUR FACE MASK!  

 
• Mentor Program- the availability of 

an active Guild mentoring program 
was discussed.  This long-standing 
program gives all of us access to 
some of the finest turners around, but 
awareness of its availability has 
faded over time.  From now on, the 
list of mentors and their phone 
numbers will be listed in the 
newsletter, as it was in the past.  We 
have began to rebuild our list of 
mentors, so if you’d like to be part of 
the program and you don’t see your 
name in the newsletter, please 
contact one of the club officers.  We 
are surrounded by literally several 
centuries of experience.  It’s the 
Guild’s finest resource.  If you’re a 
beginner or even an experienced 
turner with a problem don’t hesitate 
to call on one of our mentors.  These 
guys really like to help. 

 
• Bring Back-   Once again, the bring 

back was a topic of conversation.  
Many people are reluctant to 
participate because they feel their 
abilities are not as keen as some 
others and they do not want to pass 
along an inferior piece.  Several 
accomplished members commented 
that pieces they had received in the 
past from beginning turners were 
among their favorites because they 

represented the very best efforts of 
their creators.  The expectation is 
that each turner will produce a piece 
appropriate for their skill level. 

 
• Workshop at Ray’s-  New member 

Cynthia Beason rose to express how 
thankful she was to all of the help 
she received at Ray’s place back in 
June.  Special mention was given to 
John Scholtz as well as John and 
Linda Williams.  She even managed 
to make a pen.  It was a nice, 
heartfelt testimonial.          

 
INSTANT GALLERY: 
Rick Pixley-      Mahogany Bowl,carved. 
CarrotWood Bowl with Bleached,carved 
lines. A Mango Hollow form Finished in 
Lacquer. A MonkeyPod Burl with Carving, 
finished in Lacquer. 
 
Joe Roig-      Fustic,carved Vase finished in 
Tung Oil. Small Bowl turned on 8 different 
centers! Segmented Bowl of Maple & 
Mahogany. 
 
Jeff Price-      Red Mahoe Vase, top is 
Indian Rosewood. 
 
Carol Moppert-      Maple Plate finished in 
Deft & Wax. 
 
Tom Cross-      Norfolk Pine Box. A 
Tamarind Bowl. 
 
Chris Watzich-      Scotch Pine Bowl 
finished in Tung Oil. Black Walnut vase 
finished in Tung Oil. Red Cedar vase 
finished in Tung Oil. Red Mahoe finished in 
BeesWax. 
 
Sean Callender-      Avacado Burl (Sean’s 
1st turning),TungOil finish 
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Barrie Reed-      Cane Stand with Assorted 
Turned Canes. 
 
Ed McSweeney-      Mahogany Bowl 
 
Alva Pixley-      Mahogany Bowl, with 
carving. 
 
Ray Galvin-      Black Olive Bowl 
 
Bob Hazel-      Bring Back, Orange Osage 
turning. 
 
DEMO:  “Turning Small Objects” 
                Presented by Dave Freundlich 
David gave a great demo on turning small 
objects.  He considers creating these small 
objects as a type of “turning calisthenics”, a 
great way to warm up for bigger projects, 
and an opportunity to turn on the lathe when 
you only have a few minutes.  Small objects 
require much of the same skill set as larger 
pieces and may even require a little finer 
control of the tools in some cases. Dave 
worked on bottle stoppers and lamp/fan 
pulls for the demo, but mentioned that 
mallets and tops (the kind you played with 
as a kid) and fishing lures are also fun 
projects.  He made two types of bottles 
stoppers:  one used the traditional cork and 
the other used a metal cone.  He put on quite 
a good show and produced a couple of nice 
little pieces while passing along a lot of 
information. 

• This is a perfect use for those 
beautiful pieces of scrap you have 
laying around. 

• Showed how to make several 
inexpensive small chucks, perfect 
for holding these pieces. 

• Suggested using a skew.  It’s fine 
shearing cuts will save a lot of 
sanding.  

• When “skewing’, lead with the 
pointed tip if moving toward the 
head stock, but with the “short 
side” if moving toward the tail 
stock.   

• Use a handful of sawdust to burnish 
your piece. 

• Get together with a few fellow 
turners and buy your corks, or 
metal cones and other supplies in 
bulk to save significantly on costs.  

  
AUCTION at SEPTEMBER 
MEETING!  
In a last ditch attempt to bulk up the trailer 
fund before its upcoming purchase, we will 
start the September meeting with another 
auction.  Anyone who was at the last event 
knows that this is not to be missed.  It’s 
one of those elusive win-win situations; 
everyone gets an opportunity to get some 
real bargains and the Guild gets the cash.  
We need everyone to show up and to bring 
those checkbooks! 
In preparation, the Guild is gratefully 
accepting donations of wood as well as 
tools, books, videos, and other supplies.  
We need to order the trailer in September 
to have it by the Ramble and this will be 
our last chance to minimize the impact on 
our general fund. 

 
MENTORS: 

• Rick Pixley-  (954) 435-2920 
• Ray Galvin-  (305) 253-9554 
• Bob Hazel-    (305) 253-0357  
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SFWG Board Members: 
President – Bob Hazel 305-253-0357 

V. President – Sean Callender  
Treasurer – Jack Skipper (305) 253-1180 
Secretary – Jack Fisher 305-233-4066 

& Bob Ulrich 305-882-0325 
Member at Large – Videos – Doug Rogers 305-
238-7080 
Member at Large – Tools – Ralph Callander 305-
251-3993 
Historian –  Brian Seguin (305) 253-1899 
 
Next Meeting: August 5, 2004 at 7 PM  
Cutler Ridge Middle School shop 
19400 Gulfstream Rd., Cutler Ridge 
(US1 → Marlin Rd → Gulfstream Rd) 
Program – Lee Sky- turning demo. 
Bill Lessard and Brian Seguin- Power Point 
Symposium presentation 

 
 
 
 
July Treasurer’s Report 
Balance from June Newsletter  $$4000.31 
Revenues 
 Contribution for wood rec’d at meeting     $2.00 
Total Revenue                                           $2.00 
Expenses 
 Additional mini camera equipment            $82.00 
Woodturning videos for guild library        $127.14 
Total Expenses                                        ($358.00) 
 
Balance as of 7/1/04                                 $4000.31 
      Trailer fund                                      ($1450.00) 
      General Fund                                     $2550.31 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
South Florida Woodturners Guild 
c/o  J. Fisher 
15540 SW 82 CT 
Miami, FL 33157 
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