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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE: 
Last chance to support the trailer fund is 
coming up at our September guild meeting. 
There will be a professional auctioneer to 
handle the wood auction again this month.   
Try to arrive early at the function to put out 
and examine any pieces you may want to 
buy. Try to bring any nice pieces of wood 
you may have on hand and want to donate. 
If the last auction was any indicator, we’ll 
be having a nice variety.   Additionally, any 
spare tools, videos, books, etc. will be 
welcome. Barrie Reed has generously 
offered a lathe with accessories to the guild 
for the auction. As with all of the other 
auction items, proceeds will be going to the 
trailer fund.  Thanks much, Barrie. 
The trailer committee expects to order the 
trailer in September. 
The August meeting was very interesting, 
with a great power point presentation of the 
AAW Symposium put on by Bill Lessard 
and Brian Seguin. Any members who 
missed this, or anyone who just wants a 
copy for posterity, will be able to purchase 
one at the September meeting for $5.00.  
First call goes to those who raised their 
hands at the last meeting. Bill and Brian 
have generously offered the proceeds to the 
trailer fund.  Thanks, Guys!! 
We had a fine demonstration at our last 
meeting by Lee Sky on making finials. 
Thanks Lee, you always give a great demo!    
We are planning another workshop at Ray 
Galvin’s home on Saturday, September 11. 
Ed McSweeny has offered to give a 
demonstration to start off the day, and it 
should be an excellent opportunity for all to 
hone their skills. Final details will be sent 
out by e-mail, and also discussed at the Sept. 

meeting. Mark your calendars!   If you have 
any questions, give me a call. 
Our best wishes to Linda Williams, who is 
home from the hospital and hopefully on the 
way to a speedy recovery. Hurry back, 
Linda!! 
    Also start thinking about the Ramble.  
November is right around the corner.  It will 
be here before we know it. Event 
Coordinator Steve Miller will be giving us 
additional information at upcoming 
meetings.   
Bob 
 
MINUTES: 
 

• The meeting began with the 
demonstration by Lee Sky on  
“Turning Finials”. (see Demo article) 

 
• Visitors- We had one visitor, George 

Muela who came along with Susan. 
 

• 2004 AAW Symposium Slideshow-
Brian and Bill treated us all to an 
excellent review of the work on 
display at the recent Symposium.  
There were quite a few photos and 
each one seemed more impressive 
than it’s predecessor.  It wasn’t like 
being there, but it was close.  We 
saw spectacular, imaginative pieces 
of all descriptions accompanied by  
was a whole lot of  oohing an 
ahhing.  Thanks for sharing guys. 

• George Snyder Donation- A motion 
was made to donate $100.00 to the 
Paralyzed Veterans of America in 
memory of George Snyder.  George 
was an inspiration to us all and it was 
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only after his death that we learned 
of his extensive involvement with 
this group. 
The motion passed unanimously.  

  
• Eminent Trailer Purchase-  

A motion was made and passed, to 
give the standing trailer committee 
the authority to purchase the trailer 
of their choice at their earliest 
opportunity.  The committee will 
make the purchase sometime in 
September to assure its availability 
for this year’s Fairchild Ramble.  
The trailer fund currently stands at 
$1,450.00.  In addition, it will benefit 
from the receipts of the upcoming 
wood and tool auction.  Any 
additional funds required to make the 
purchase will come from the Guild’s 
general fund.  

 
• September Workshop- 

The possibility of  having a 
workshop in September was 
discussed.  Since there seemed to be 
considerable interest, details will be 
announced at the September 
meeting.  
 

• Hands on Mini-Lathe Demo- 
The possibility of having a hands-on, 
rather than conventional demo was 
discussed.  The idea of having 4 or 5 
mini-lathes available to follow along 
with a particular program was well 
received by the membership and will 
be considered for a future meeting. 
 

• Stuart Batty Demo- 
Stuart Batty will be giving a demo at 
Palm Beach in September.  Call Carl 
Schneider (561)395-9590 for details. 
 

• Woodcraft Gift Certificates- 
Were won by Susan Muela and Lee 
Sky.  Congratulations! 
   

 
INSTANT GALLERY: 

Alva Pixley -    African Blackwood & Pink 
                          Ivory small box 
 
Rick Pixley-      Hollow form, Pigeon Plum 
                          (used Jordan tools) 
                          Hollow form, Maple Burl 
 
Joe Roig-           Norfolk Island Pine Vase 
                          Mortar & Pestle, Cobana 
                          (from Puerto Rico) 
                           Mortar & Pestle, Lignum 
                           Vitae circa 1978 
Ed McSweeny-    Hollow Vessel, Sapodilla 
                             with lacquer finish 
Chris Watzich-     Scotch Pine Chalice, 6 
                             coats wipe-on Poly 
                              Mexican Curly Paela  
                              Vase finished in beeswax 
                              Scotch Pine bowl, 8 coats 
                              Tung Oil. 
Bob Hazel-            Blackwood Urn 
                              Cherry burl vase 
                               Thin win Urn  (?) 
Tom Cross-            Mahogany bowl, crotch  
                               Piece finished in Deft 
David Freundlich-  Bottle stops 
Virginia Costello- Mahogany bowl, finished 
                              With Deft 
Cas Grabowski-    Rare Rosewood piece 
                              (Kingwood) finished in  
                              20 layers of lacquer.  
                              
  
                        
i 
DEMO:  “Turning Finials” 
                Presented by Lee Sky  
Once again Lee treated all of our members 
to a skillful and informative demo on the 
fine art of turning finials.  These ornamental 
additions provide artistic detail and flair to 
many turned projects.  Obviously Lee has 
done this before and he created several 
interesting and quite attractive examples as 
part of his demo.  He passed along several 
valuable pointers including: 

• Work from the thin end of the finial 
back toward the base to significantly 
reduce vibrations. 
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• Use the thick gel type of CA glue 
when attaching your finials to a work 
block.  The glued surfaces need to be 
perfectly flat for a good seal. 

• Try to use wood with grains that are 
tight, fine and even such as purple 
heart, cocolobo, and ebony. 

• Don’t make the points on your finials 
too sharp!  They can, and will 
puncture skin. 

Lee incorporated his imagination in the 
choice of his tools, which included three 
small, originally identical spindle gouge, 
each sharpened with a different grind to 
reach specific areas of the finial and the use 
of a discarded steel ironing board which 
became his mini-lathe stand.  A fine show 
Lee.  Thanks. 
 
EDITORIAL: 
By: Bob Ulrich  
I really hate to bring this up, but……….. 
I don’t know about the rest of you, but to 
me, it’s becoming increasingly apparent at 
our meetings that many of us have forgotten 
some lessons we all learned in kindergarten.  
It’s plain rude, as well as inconsiderate of 
everyone else, to carry on private 
conversations during our meetings.  I know 
we probably don’t see enough of each other 
away from our meetings and I’m sure we all 
have a great deal of very important 
information to pass along, but those are not 
acceptable excuses.  It’s particularly 
disrespectful to carry on this way during 
demos, where someone has usually gone to 
more than a little trouble to prepare a 
presentation.  It’s just bad manners and 
should stop. Thanks. 
PS.  Don’t take it personally, of course I’m 
not talking to you! 
 
AUCTION at SEPTEMBER 
MEETING!  
In a last ditch attempt to bulk up the trailer 
fund before its upcoming purchase, we will 
start the September meeting with another 
auction.  Anyone who was at the last event 
knows that this is not to be missed.  It’s one 
of those elusive win-win situations; 

everyone gets an opportunity to get some 
real bargains and the Guild gets the cash.  
We need everyone to show up and to bring 
those checkbooks! 
In preparation, the Guild is gratefully 
accepting donations of wood as well as 
tools, books, videos, and other supplies.  We 
need to order the trailer in September to 
have it by the Ramble and this will be our 
last chance to minimize the impact on our 
general fund. 
 
MENTORS: 

• Rick Pixley-  (954) 435-2920 
• Ray Galvin-  (305) 253-9554 
• Bob Hazel-    (305) 253-0357  
• Cas Grabowski (305) 253-3863
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SFWG Board Members: 
President – Bob Hazel 305-253-0357 

V. President – Sean Callender  
Treasurer – Jack Skipper (305) 253-1180 
Secretary – Jack Fisher 305-233-4066 

& Bob Ulrich 305-882-0325 
Member at Large – Videos – Doug Rogers 305-
238-7080 
Member at Large – Tools – Ralph Callander 305-
251-3993 
Historian –  Brian Seguin (305) 253-1899 
 
Next Meeting: September 2, 2004 at 7 
PM  
Cutler Ridge Middle School shop 
19400 Gulfstream Rd., Cutler Ridge 
(US1 → Marlin Rd → Gulfstream Rd) 

Program – Sean Callender- carving leaves on 
bowls (if time permits) 
 
 
 
August Treasurer’s Report 
Balance from August Newsletter             $3793.17 
Revenues 
 Raffle for WoodCraft  Certificate            29.00 
Total Revenue                                           $29.00 
Expenses 
  Donation to Paralyzed Veterans         $ 100.00 
Total Expenses                                        ($100.00) 
 
Balance as of 7/1/04                                 $3722.17 
      Trailer fund                                      ($1450.00) 
      General Fund                                     $2272.17 
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