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 SOUTH FLORIDA WOODTURNERS GUILD 
A CHAPTER OF THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF WOODTURNERS 

February 2005 NEWSLETTER – VOL 18 NUMBER 2
  
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE: 
The Fruit and Spice Park Natural Arts 
Festival was another success for the guild. 
Although financially not as successful as 
some of the previous years, the weather was 
super and we had a good turnout of 
participants, got good exposure for the guild, 
and attracted large crowds. Thanks to Bill 
Lessard for organizing the show, and to all 
you members who made this event possible. 
Also thanks to Mitch Wolok for providing 
us with his tent and shelves. Which brings 
up a subject we will need to address. Mitch 
will be moving to Steinhatchee in north 
Florida this year, and we will need to 
purchase or find another tent and shelves for 
next year’s festival. I don’t believe this will 
put too much strain on our budget. 'Good 
Luck' on your move, Mitch. 
    Thanks to Ed McSweeny for a fine, 
informative demonstration on wood 
orientation at the January meeting. Lots of 
good tips, and should be a great help for the 
early turners. Ed and Jorge Zamanillo, also 
have been working on our Library display 
downtown Miami coming up soon. They 
will give you more information on that 
subject at our coming meetings. 
    Be sure to attend the Feb. meeting, as Jack 
Shelton will be giving a demo on finishing 
techniques. Jack is a long time member of 
SFWTG and provides a wealth of 
information. He also had a magnificent 
piece in the 'Sea To Odyssey' gallery at last 
July's Symposium in Orlando. As an 
alumnus of 'The Jack Shelton Finishing 
School', I highly recommend you see this 
demo. 
    Since the holidays and shows are over 
with, we want to get a workshop scheduled 

soon. We will discuss that at our meeting.  
Happy Turning!!   Bob 
 
JANUARY MEETING DEMO 
The January demo was a lecture about wood 
and wood orientation given by Ed 
McSweeny.  As you all know, Ed knows 
more about wood than a termite.  He’s also 
the creator and keeper of the Guild’s 
extensive wood sample collection which 
gathers a lot of attention whenever it’s 
exhibited.  Ed combined his extensive 
knowledge of wood with his years of turning 
experience and covered a wide range of 
practical considerations regarding the use of 
wood as a turning medium.  I’ll admit that 
his references to “radial and tangential grain 
shrinkage ratios” was a bit over my head, 
but it was the first time I’d ever been 
presented with this information and its 
relevance to turning and found it quite 
interesting. 
Ed talked about the factors that determine 
your choice of wood for a particular project. 
Considerations included: 

1) Hardness 
2) Color and color contrast  
3) Bark (for natural edge work) 
4) Shape 
5) Size 
6) Age 
7) Natural cavities and other anomalies. 

He also pointed out some practical 
considerations regarding the collection of 
wood.  He thinks the worst habit of most 
turners is the constant additions to their 
ever-expanding, deteriorating woodpiles.  
Before dragging in another addition, Ed 
suggests you ask “Do I really want to turn 
this now?” and if you do, to select your 
piece carefully.  Pick the one you want to 
turn.  
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He actually touched on many more points, 
but I can only write so fast.  You should 
have been there! Thanks Ed.  
  

             
RAMBLE COMMITTEE 
Steve Miller will no longer be the go-to guy 
for the Ramble.  A new Ramble committee 
consisting of three members will be formed.  
This is far and away the Guild’s most 
significant annual event and needs a few 
committed volunteers.  At the latest meeting, 
Jan Misitis volunteered, but we need two 
more members to raise their hands.  It would 
be helpful if you were available to attend a 
meeting or two during the day, but this is not 
a required prerequisite.  This is a great 
opportunity to further your guild 
participation. 
 
NEW OFFICERS FOR 2005 
 President: Bob Hazel 
 Vice Pres.: Jack Skipper 
 Sec./Editor: Bob Ulrich & Chris Watzich          
 Treas.: Jorge Zamanillo 
 Board Member (tools): Ralph Callander 
 Board Member (videos): Mary Ann Hart 
 Historian: Brian Seguin 
  
BRING BACK 
Bring Back was won by Chris Watzich, a 
beautifully turned, carved and dyed vessel 
made of carrotwood by Rick Pixley. 
 
MISSING VIDEOS 
Mary Ann Hart, our new video librarian, has 
taken an inventory of our video collection 
and found several videos that were checked 
out some time ago and not yet returned.  
According to the sign-out sheet, the last to 
check these out were: 
Chris Watzich-  #9  &  #31 
Wayne Ferber-  #13  
N. Costello-       #14, &  #28 
Ray Galvin-       #26 
Jack Sawyer-     #27 
Pam Markumas- #30 
If you’re on the list, please check around 
and see if you still have these tapes.  If not, 
you can plead your case to Mary Ann.   

 
 
FREE LATHE  
Tom Costello has a Sears brand pipe lathe 
free to anyone who would like it.  It was 
given to him some time ago and the only 
condition to be the next owner is a promise 
to pass it along when you’re done with it.  
Contact Tom (305) 247-8171 for further 
information. 
 
CHERRY WOOD 
Ray Galvin has some extra Cherry wood.  If 
you’re interested, give him a call at (305) 
253-9554. 
 
INSTANT GALLERY 
COORDINATOR 
Chris Watzich’s promotion (?) to Co-
secretary left an opening for a new Instant 
Gallery coordinator.  In his usual 
enthusiastic manner, Brian Seguin quickly 
volunteered.    
  
2005 MEMBERSHIP ENROLLMENT 
DUES OVERDUE NOW! 
Membership dues should have been paid by 
January 1.  Still the best deal in town, single 
membership remains only $20.00 and family 
membership is $30.00.  Unfortunately as of 
this date, only 21 members have paid their 
2005 dues.  Come on folks, let’s reach into 
those wallets.   
  
INSTANT GALLERY 
Rick Pixley        Norfolk Island Pine Bowl 
    Norfolk Island Pine Vase 
  
Bob Hazel         Colorwood Urn with layers 
                         of veneer  dyed black with 
                          carved Holly top. 
  
Doug Rogers     Tambotie Box finished in 
                           beeswax and linseed oil. 
      Kya Branch. 
  
Ralph Callender  Spalted Maple hollow 
                            form finished in minwax  
      Tung Oil & wipe-on poly. 
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      Norfolk Island Pine piece  
                            with Mahogany finial. 
  
Chris Watzich    Scotch Pine bowl finished 
                           in Tung Oil. 
     Eucalyptus vase finished in 
                           Tung Oil. 
     Seagrape Hollow form 
                           finished in Tung Oil. 
  
Carol Moppert    Small Maple bowl. 
  
Cas Grabowski   Douglas Fir table leg  
                           (first spindle turning). 
  
Joe Giegel    Bamboo Vase with carved 
                           Butterfly and lighted base. 
                           Finished in Deft. 
 
AAW SYMPOSIUM LATHE 
DRAWING 
As previously announced, during the 
Orlando AAW Symposium, Delta 
International Machinery donated two new 
Delta X5 full size Model 46-756 lathes 
valued at $2250 each. They were used as 
demo lathes during the Symposium.  The 
AAW Board of Directors decided that as an 
added bonus for our members, that one lathe 
will be awarded to an individual who either 
renews his/her AAW membership or joins 
the AAW between September 1, 2004 and 
January 15, 2005. The winner will be 
selected by a random drawing from a pool of 
members joining or renewing during this 
period. The winner will be called and asked 
the name of his/her chapter. That chapter 
will win the other lathe.  
(Drum roll)…….The random drawing was 
held in the AAW home office with Mary 
Lacer, Eunice Wynn, and our accountant, 
Gillian Martin present. The winner is Gary 
Maiden from Richmond, Kentucky.  His 
chapter is Louisville Area Woodturners. 
They had written a grant to help them 
purchase a lathe for the chapter. Now they 
have got one, as does Gary. Congratulations 
to both. 
 
 

 
 
 
SFWG WOODTURNING EXHIBIT 
RAPIDLY APPROACHING! 
The guild exhibit that the Dade County 
Library has agreed to host in April is closer 
than you think.  In order to have the 
show ready for April, all 
participating pieces should be 
completed and brought to the March 
meeting. We have told the library that we 
can present at least 45 pieces, so we need 
your participation.  This is a rare opportunity 
to showcase the world-class skills of our 
most accomplished members as well as the 
efforts and achievements of those who are 
still learning.  We anticipate classifying 
objects in three categories – beginner, 
intermediate, and advanced – and we hope 
that all members will participate.  
Though this project has been largely 
facilitated by Ed and Jorge so far, a request 
for additional assistance at the January 
meeting was met with an outpouring of 
volunteer interest.  Cass, Joe, Alva and 
David have all signed up to help.  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MENTORS: 
Members who are happy to assist beginners. 
Access to these guys is one of the greatest 
benefits to being a guild member. Just give 
them a call. 

• Rick Pixley-  (954) 435-2920 
• Ray Galvin-  (305) 253-9554 
• Bob Hazel-    (305) 253-0357  
• Cas Grabowski (305) 253-3863 
• David Freundlich (305)256-7805 
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SFWG Board Members: 
President – Bob Hazel 305-253-0357 
V.President – Jack Skipper 305-253-1180 
Treasurer – Jorge Zamanillo 786-573-0455 
Sec./Editor – Bob Ulrich  305-882-0325 
                    & Chris Watzich 305-233-5640 
Board Member – (tools): Ralph Callender  
                                            305-251-3993 
Board Member – (videos): Mary Ann Hart 
                                              305-661-1262 
Historian – Brian Sequin 305-253-1897 
  
Next Meeting: February 3, 2005 @ 7pm. 
Cutler Ridge Middle School shop 
19400 Gulfstream Rd., Cutler Ridge 
(US1 → Marlin Rd → Gulfstream Rd) 
NO WOOD RAFFLE this MONTH ! 
DEMO: Jack Shelton- Finishing. 
(DON’T MISS THIS ONE!) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 
 
 
 ________________________________ 
South Florida Woodturners Guild 
c/o Chris Watzich 
14845 SW 97 CT. 
MIAMI,FL.33176 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT 01/31/2005 
 
Balance from 12/31/04                 $3032.75    
Revenues 
Membership dues                            400.00 
Nick Cook demo                                35.00 
Fruit & Spice Park Receipts          2602.49 
Wood Raffle Jan. Meeting                 23.00 
Total Revenue                              3060.49 
Expenses 
Disbursement of F & S Receipts    2359.29 
Ramble refreshments                         38.26 
Fruit & Spice refreshments                  6.41 
Trailer parts                                        27.80 
Lathe repair/welding                          96.30 
AAW Guild membership                   40.00 
Total Expenses                              2568.06 
 
Balance 1/20/05                             $3525.18 
 
 

Deleted: ¶


	February 2005 NEWSLETTER – VOL 18 NUMBER 2 
	PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:
	JANUARY MEETING DEMO
	RAMBLE COMMITTEE
	NEW OFFICERS FOR 2005
	BRING BACK
	MISSING VIDEOS
	FREE LATHE 
	CHERRY WOOD
	2005 MEMBERSHIP ENROLLMENT
	DUES OVERDUE NOW!
	INSTANT GALLERY
	Rick Pixley        Norfolk Island Pine Bowl
	SFWG WOODTURNING EXHIBIT
	RAPIDLY APPROACHING!
	NO WOOD RAFFLE this MONTH !
	TREASURER’S REPORT 01/31/2005


