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SOUTH FLORIDA WOODTURNERS GUILD
A CHAPTER OF THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF WOODTURNERS

JUNE 2006 NEWSLETTER – VOL 19 NUMBER 6

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:

Our next meeting, June 1st will be
held at the South Dade Anglers.  The
address is 14035 SW 142 Ave.  That’s just
south of the Tamiami Airport.

As we all know June 1st is another
significant date on our calendar, the start of
the hurricane season.  I trust everyone is
prepared or as in my case getting prepared.

All those that attended our annual
picnic had a great time and I’m happy to say
that it went as predicted in last month’s
news letter.  Good weather, good food and
good friends.

Thanks Ed for the very informative
demo last month on sharpening tools,
nothing like seeing it up close and personal.
That’s a skill we all need to sharpen or is it
hone.  Ed mentioned the value of the
information contained in the sharpening CD
we received from AAW.  If you didn’t get
the CD there will be a copy in the guild
library.  Receiving info like this is another
good reason for everyone to be a member of
AAW, $40.00 well spent.  Joe has another
outstanding demo planned for the June
meeting so please plan to attend.  Refer
back to the first paragraph of this
message for the meeting location.

 See you there.
Jack

Guests: no guests in attendance

MAY DEMO
The May demo was an excellent
presentation on tool sharpening by Ed
McSweeny. His first words of advise were
to watch the “Fundamentals of Sharpening”
DVD distributed by the AAW to its
members.

The first emphasis in the demo was
on Safety;
1. Never use a grinder without a hood over

it. Stones have been known to come
apart and pieces fly!

2. Always use eye protection such as a face
shield. Stone particles can imbed
themselves in the eye tissue and would
be very difficult to remove, possibly
resulting in serious complications.

3. Sharp tools will cut you. Use caution in
the work area to avoid accidents. From
personal experience, Ed demonstrated
how one can slice their foot on a sharp
tool.

Now to the grinders you will be using;
There are basically two grinders available,
the 8” and the 6” grinder. The optimum
grinder would be an 8”. The 6” grinder puts
too much hollow in the tool.
Get the best grinder that you can afford.
It would be a grinder with a good motor and
one that would stay in balance. Speed is not
absolutely critical but most people prefer
slower speed grinders.
There are three types of wheels available;
1. The silicon-carbide wheels.
2. Aluminum-oxide wheels.
3. The SG wheels (blue seeded gel wheels).
There are four classifications  of wheels, but
these four scales are largely immaterial to
the user.
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Grit size – there are many grit sizes
available to choose, 40 to 120 grit. Many
people prefer the 120 grit.
Turner John Jordan puts 40 grit on one and
60 on the other wheel.

Ed’s next emphasis was that you
want to avoid heat build-up on the wheel
when sharpening. You must avoid losing the
temper of the steel tool.
Before sharpening, prepare your wheel. You
want to make sure that your wheel surface is
clean. Remove any leftover junk on the
wheel surface. Keep the wheel flap
functional. It keeps debris from coming
around the wheel again.
Next, when dressing the wheel, put a square
on it to make sure it is aligned properly.
Note, you must have support which is
perpendicular to the plane of the wheel.

Ed emphasized that he uses only Jigs
when sharpening. Jigs work, and I’m sure all
of us can testify to this fact.  A brief
discussion talked about the early jigs used
by David Ellsworth, for the gouge grind.
Woodcraft* makes a copy of this jig. Then
the discussion evolved to the Glazer jig and
the Wolverine jig. Ed gave a brief demo on
the how to use the Wolverine.  Use careful
technique in withdrawing your tool from the
jig so as not to scrape the tool’s edge along
the spring, thus dulling the edge. Ed uses a
2.5 “ extension of the bevel’s tip from the
jig. When presenting the bevel to the wheel,
you must adjust the initial angle of the jig.

When sharpening with the jig, Ed uses
adjustment of the arm to adjust the side of
the tool bevel. You grind the sides of the
bevel so that no light reflects off the side.
For setting the nose angle, you want a steep
angle for deep bowls, and less of an angle
for shallow bowls. The light available when
sharpening is very important. Make sure you
are in a well-lit work area.
Another jig discussed is the True-Grind jig,
which is in the Woodturner’s Catalogue.
This jig does not have the spring which can
dull your tool as previously mentioned.

Ed next demonstrated sharpening the
skew. You can sharpen the skew on an

angled platform. Keep the cutting edge
horizontal, moving it across the platform.

The last part of the demo was the all-
important sharpening of the chainsaw. Ed
demonstrated the use of his homemade
chainsaw jig. It is basically a simple jig
comprised of  clamps between two pieces of
wood, which when clamped together, hold
the chainsaw blade in place and allow for a
steady, sharpening action. He marks one
tooth with a red sharpie and uses a 30 degree
angle, filing in a horizontal technique.

For further instructions on the use of jigs, go
to the oneway website to download
instructions on the use of jigs;
www.oneway.on.ca

OLD BUSINESS
Jeff Price gave a brief treasurer’s report;
$3411.96  Beginning balance
$    92.30  Revenue from dues
$ 724.58   Demo expenses
$   12.30   Newsletter expenses
$ 2767.38  Balance

A comprehensive, up to date treasurer’s
report will follow in the newsletter.

Reminder for AAW Symposium online
registration deadline is June 1st. Any
ornaments made should be brought to the
Symposium. The on-line registration can be
found at the following link:
https://www.woodturner.org/sym/sympform.
cfm

The 20th Annual National AAW Symposium
is being held in Louisville, Kentucky, on
June 22nd – June 24th.

Bill Lessard reported that it has been
difficult in finding and contacting any
woodturner’s guilds to receive the $500
balance in the Hurricane Katrina relief fund.
The people that would be in need of the
funds are virtually impossible to contact due
to the lack of telephones.
After a bit of an impasse, Waldo Collins
motioned to have Bill continue his efforts to
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find a suitable recipient of the funds. The
motion passed with one opposed.

NEW BUSINESS
Jan Misitis reported that the 2006 Ramble
will be held the second weekend of
November, the 11th and 12th. The book fair
will be held the following weekend.

• The June and July and August SFWG
meetings will be held at the South Dade
Angler’s Club.

• The address is
       14035 S.W. 142 Ave.
       Miami Fl 33186
    (located by the big Lexus showroom)

David Freundlich asked if anyone would be
interested in helping to turn club-shaped
objects which would be for special-needs
kids. David has the stock for doing this.
If anyone is interested, contact David.

Three woodcraft gift certificates were given
away to three deserving members, Waldo
Collins, John Williams and Tony Cedeno.

BRING BACK
The bring back this month was really
different. It was not won by Bob Hazel or
Ralph Callander. The bring back, won by
MaryAnn Hart, was a small golden shower
tree vase turned by Ralph Callander. Ralph
will be turning another vase when he wins
the next bring back.

INSTANT GALLERY
Bob Hazel
Tulipwood vase with spiral finial,
bloodwood base and top.
Tungwood vessel with carved lid.
Afzelia vase with spiral, ebony top.
Holly and Ebony vase with spiral finial.
Joe Roig
Segmented turning using two blanks, one
thick and one thin with conical rings.
Finished with wipe-on poly.
Brauma wood closed form, finished in
polyurethane.

Chris Watzich
Florida Mahogany vessel finished in Tung
oil.
Rosewood vessel finished with one coat of
deft, followed by Minwax finishing paste
wax, then buffed.
Red Mahoe bowl finished in one coat deft,
followed by paste wax and then buffed.
Joe Self
Natural edge Maple bowls, with poly finish.
John Williams
Lidded Avacado jar with cutouts and
woodburning design.
Bottlebrush jars with cutouts and
woodburning.
Candle top holder.

TIP OF THE MONTH
Stop wasting your finish in the can!

Another method for preserving that
expensive finish in your can, when you first
open the can, is to pour the finish into plastic
squeeze bottles with push-pull lids and also
the 4-ounce white glue bottles. Be sure to
clearly label the bottle to prevent accidental
poisoning. After squeezing a portion out for
you finish, squeeze out the air and recap.

Having problems with scratching
under your finish, even after careful
sanding? Try wiping your turning with
mineral spirits.
The mineral spirits will pull the fine sanding
dust out of the scratches, thus eliminating
those highlighted scratches.

TREASURER’S REPORT:

Beginning Balance (04/28/2006)             2,767.38

Revenues
Wood Raffle
42.00

Total Revenue
42.00

Expenses
May Newsletter

12.29
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Total Expenses
12.29

Adjustment  (Rev – Exp)  42.00 – 12.29 =
29.71

Ending Balance (05/25/2006)          $  2,797.09

____________________________________
South Florida Woodturners Guild
c/o Chris Watzich
14845 SW 97 CT.
Miami, Fl.33176

 MENTORS:
Members who are happy to assist beginners.
Just make an appointment.

• Rick Pixley-  (954) 435-2920
• Bob Hazel-    (305) 253-0357
• Cas Grabowski (305) 253-3863

David Freundlich (305)256-7805

2006 SFWG Board Members:
President – Jack Skipper 305-253-1180
V.President – Joe Roig 305-271-8059
Treasurer – Jeff Price 305-232-6330
Sec./Editor –  Chris Watzich 305-233-5640
Board Member – (tools): Ralph Callander
                                            305-251-3993
Board Member – (videos): Mary Ann Hart
                                              305-661-1262
Historian – Brian Seguin

NEXT MEETING
June 1st , 2006.
14035 S.W. 142 Ave.
 Miami Fl 33186
 (located by the big Lexus showroom)

JUNE DEMO
Joe Roig will demonstrate turning a bowl
out of a single plank of wood, essentially a
segmented turning. You can bet that this will
be interesting!
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