
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:
November is here and as everyone

knows it brings along our major sales event
of the year, The Fairchild Gardens Ramble.
Hopefully everyone is busy turning and
building inventories.  Thankfully this year
we didn’t have a named hurricane to provide
us with turning timber, but being in South
Florida the supply is unlimited anyway, so
who needs a storm,  although pieces made
from wood gathered after infamous storms
such as Wilma , Katrina  or even Andrew  
might bring and extra premium when sold.

All the members of the guild were
saddened by the passing of Joe Self’s wife
Joyce.  She passed away Thursday October
19th after a brief illness.  I’m sure Joe and
his family are in the thoughts and prayers of
each of us.

At this writing it is late October and
fall just arrived in our neck of the woods.
One way we can tell is that some of our
members and other friends have left their
chalets up north and have migrated back to
beautiful South Florida.   Welcome back.

Several months ago Joe Roig
discussed his method for turning goblets; he
displayed several previously made samples.
This meeting he will demonstrate the
techniques he uses when turning these
pieces.  He may even, with our
encouragement, include a captive ring.  

Bob’s demo on fluting last month
was very informative.  If you missed it or
would like more instructions Bob is listed as
one of our mentors so a phone call is all
that’s needed to set up your personal
tutoring session.  See the Mentors List for
additional mentoring information.

Once again, this is our last meeting
before Ramble and I’m sure Bob has some
final fine tuning to do before the event so
our attendance is important.

See you at the meeting.
Jack

Guests:
Tom Ennis, principal of Cutler Ridge

Middle School, was briefly in attendance at
the start of our meeting to express his
continued support for our guild.
There were approximately 30 members in
attendance at this meeting.

TREASURER’S REPORT
Jeff Price reported that as of August 31,
there was a balance of $1,988.34
Expenses for the September workshop were
$59.81, leaving a balance of $1,928.53 as of
October 5, 2006.
 
2007 MEMBERSHIP ENROLLMENT
Membership registration and enrollment for
2006 has begun. Dues should be paid by
January 1, 2006. Still one of the best deals in
town, single membership is only $20.00 and
family membership $30.00. Membership
dues are now being accepted by Jeff Price.
The on-line registration forms have yet to be
finalized. Stay tuned for this one.
 
FORMS DISTRIBUTED
Bob Hazel distributed  Ramble worksheets
to the guild for those who will be attending
the Ramble. If you plan to sell at the
Ramble, you must sign up to work for that
day you are selling.
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Jack Skipper handed out a form to be filled
out by anyone who is interested in
participating as a mentor in our mentoring
program for the guild.

OCTOBER DEMO
Bob Hazel presented the demo,

actually a three-part demo, showing his
fluting technique on an open bowl, a vase,
and then spiraling a top. His choice of wood
for the demo was mahogany. Bob began by
explaining that you should have an index on
your lathe. If you do not, you will have to
eyeball it. 
1st Demo –
You begin by setting your index and lock it
into place, for instance at 1,4,7,11 etc.
Mitch Wolok mentioned a homemade
method for making an  index.
Next, Bob explained that you can do your
fluting straight down or you can come
across, 1 line or 2 lines, etc. If you want a
fancy curve, you can try that also. 

Now, draw your flute lines on the
bowl blank. In this demo, Bob drew spiral
lines going from the top to the bottom. Lock
the blank into place, then make a little
indentation at the top of the bowl on each
line with a drill.The tool that he will be
using is a push microfile, which is readily
available through any number of catalogs. 

Bob started the fluting at the top of
the bowl at that small indentation, pushing
the microfile down the line to the bottom of
the bowl. Repeat that motion, staying
partially in the groove, going from top to
bottom.. Then continue that same filing
motion for the next line. Try to get the same
depth in each groove. 
Note: Your microfile will eventually dull
and you will have to buy a replacement. You
cannot sharpen this type of file.

Now of course is the fun part,
sanding your project. Bob uses a homemade
hand-sanding device for this.
2nd Demo – 
Fluting a vase. 
Begin by mounting a turned & sanded vase
in a chuck and lock into place.
Draw your lines from top to bottom, in this

case spiraling lines on the vase.
In this demo, Bob was using a smaller
microfile since the vase was a smaller piece.
Use the same carving technique on the vase
that was done on the bowl project.
The last step of course is the sanding of the
grooves that you have carved.
3rd Demo
Spiraling a top.
Since the piece is typically so small for the
top, you can eyeball the line. No need to
index for this.
After drawing the lines, Bob carved out the
wood between each line using a small drill.
Bob emphasized that you must keep your
bits absolutely clean for them to be
effective. He uses a propane torch for
burning the debris on the bit, then using a
brush to clean it away. This is ultimately the
recommended way for cleaning small bits
such as the one being used here. 

Thus, in a short time span, Bob
skillfully demonstrated fluting techniques on
three different forms, skills which some of
use may be applying some day.

NEW BUSINESS
The topic of the three Woodcraft gift
certificates being held by the guild was
discussed by Jack. Someone in the audience
made a fortuitous suggestion to use the gift
certificates for buying tools for the guild. No
decision was made at this time.
Ramble
The Ramble discussion was led by Bob
Hazel;
1) There will be 4 10’x20’ tents. The

critical thing as usual will be the spacing
between the tents.

2) Bob need to know who is selling and
working and who is doing what.

3) Cashiering will be a team effort, with
Jeff Price, David Freundlich, Chris
Watzich and Ray Seguin contributing
toward the efforts.

4) Setup will be on Friday, November 10th ,
around 2:00pm.

5) Sales log has been sent on-line. If you
needed a hardcopy, they were available
at the meeting and will be available at
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the November meeting. You must have
available 3 copies of your completed
sales log. On the log you should use at
least your three initials as your ID
followed by the piece number that you
will be selling. Document this legibly on
your sales log which  you will be
submitting Saturday morning. One copy
will go to the placement committee, one
copy to the sales desk, and one copy for
yourself. You will not need your tax ID
since Fairchild takes care of that. Make
sure that you use the 2006 sales log form
for the event.

6) You can use the South entrance, which
will be open at 7:30 am, Saturday
morning, for getting your items and gear
to the guild event area. The gates open
for the public at 9:30 am. 

7) A link for information on the Ramble: 
www.fairchildgarden.org/publicprogram
s/ramble

Tom Cross still has an excess of guild 
t-shirts (with collar) for sale.

 
Nominating process
Jack led the discussion regarding the
nominations for the 2007 year.
This is a simple one this year;
The same slate except for the treasurer.
Greta Swart has been nominated for
treasurer. There was an ensuing unanimous
voice vote for the nominations. A wealth of
experience for the upcoming year!

 
Upcoming Lecture, now history.
MaryAnn Hart mentioned that Jack Fisher
would be giving a lecture at U/M on
October 11th at 7pm. The subject was “what
gives tropical hardwoods their color?”
I ran into Jack at the Publix parking lot the
following weekend and asked him about the
lecture. He indicated it went quite good and
that three guild members attended.

Sad News
On a sad note, Jack announced that
long-time member Roger Tally had passed

away just a few weeks ago.

On a more upbeat note, Bill Lessard has set
aside his crutches and is back on his feet. He
tore up his left knee meniscus and had a
surgeon clean the mess up. With a little
more physical therapy he will be tearing up
that Norfolk Island Pine in no time at all.
 
BRING BACK
The bring back was won by quintessential
bring back super star, Ralph Callander. The
bring back, turned by another perennial
bring back turner John Williams, was a
turned vase with woodburned carving.

INSTANT GALLERY
Alva Pixley  
Thin win box with red-stained Maple finial.
A Buckeye burl box with black-stained base
and finial of Maple.
Rick Pixley
A Sapodilla box
A Buckeye burl hollow form.
Bob Hazel
A Cherry burl hollow form with epoxy
filler.
Chris Watzich
Japonica vase with 5 coats tung oil finish.
Osage Orange goblet finished in tung oil.
Small burl bowl with malachite inlay.
Norfolk Island Pine bowl, tung oil finish.
Jan Misitis
Small bowl with carved leafs.
Carl Spinnler
The “Bowl from Hell” – a large Swietenia
Mahogany bowl, which apparently deviated
from its original form, after a number of
mishaps. We can all relate to this.
Bowl was finished with 8 coats of wipe-on
poly. For additional info on Swietenia
Mahogany try the following link:
www.tropilab.com/mahogany.html

TIP OF THE MONTH
Instead of using one of the usual finishes for
your turning, try Clear Epoxy Resin Paint
No.100 which comes in two parts, hardener
and paint. When it dries it doesn’t become
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brittle and bowls will tend to flex rather than
break.
It is clear and there is no discoloration of the
wood. There are some products which meet
federal requirements for use with food and
hot (up to 250 degrees) and cold foods can
be served without bad effects. The finish is
resistant to acids, detergents and alcohol.
Before applying the paint, it most important
to thoroughly dry you piece. Try baking it
(no kidding) at 150 degrees for three or four
hours. Some pieces will warp but this gives
each piece character. Then, epoxy your
piece with a 1-in. brush which minimizes
runs. For durability, do 4 or 5 coats. First
coat is 40% paint,40% hardener, and 20%
thinner. For subsequent coats, do 50% paint
and 50% hardener. The coats are applied
every other day with a light sanding (320
grit aluminum oxide paper) in between.
Good ventilation and a mask are important!
The epoxy will leave a high-gloss finish
when it hardens.

MENTORS: updated 11/2006
Members who are happy to assist beginners.
Just make an appointment:
Ralph Callander 305 251-3993
Basic Skills, tools
Tom Cross 305 248-7723
Bowl Gouge
David Freundlich 305 256-7805
Sharpening, Spindle, Natural edge,
Ikebana, Tools, Bowls
Bob Hazel 305 253 0357
Hollow forms, fluting, 
Rick Pixley 954 435-2920
spindle, Natural edge, Hollow form,  
Segmented
Joe Roig 305 271-8059
Bowl from a board
 
2006 SFWG Board Members:
President – Jack Skipper 305-253-1180
V.President – Joe Roig 305-271-8059
Treasurer – Jeff Price 305-232-6330
Sec./Editor –  Chris Watzich 305-233-5640
Board Member – (tools): Ralph Callander 
                                            305-251-3993
Board Member – (videos): Mary Ann Hart
                                              305-661-1262
Historian – Brian Seguin

NEXT MEETING
November 2nd , 2006.
Cutler Ridge Middle School shop
19400 Gulfstream Rd., Cutler Ridge
(US1   Marlin Rd   Gulfstream Rd)

NOVEMBER DEMO
The November demo will be techniques for
turning Goblets presented by our Vice
President, Joe Roig. Possibly included will
be a captive ring.
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___________________________________
South Florida Woodturners Guild
c/o Chris Watzich
14845 SW 97 CT.
Miami, Fla. 33176
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