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SOUTH FLORIDA WOODTURNERS GUILD
A CHAPTER OF THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF WOODTURNERS

FEBRUARY 2007 NEWSLETTER – VOL 20 NUMBER 2

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:

Now that the holiday season is over
and our two major sales events are past,
what’s next for the South Florida
Woodturning Guild.  First, we have an
important meeting February 1st at Cutler
Ridge Middle School.  Robin Luker, a
professional arborist, will discuss chain
saws.  His discussion will include safety,
sharpening techniques, proper chain
selection, and much more.  Also, if you have
a question about your personal chain saw
bring it (the saw) to the meeting and Robin
will answer as many as possible.

Next, I have contacted John Mascoll,
a professional turner from the Tampa Bay
area, about a weekend demonstration.  He
recently demo’d for the Broward County
Guild and they highly recommend him.
More about this at the meeting.

While reading some of the first
newsletters I noticed that the guild, even in
its infancy, was displaying their work in a
number of well trafficked places.  Most of
us remember the display we had at the
Miami-Dade Library and what a success it
was.  With so many of our turners producing
world class art and functional pieces maybe
it’s time to display them for the general
public again.

It’s also time we start seriously
looking for another place to have our
meetings.  I don’t know if anyone else has
noticed but David is (rapidly) approaching
retirement age and once he leaves the school
it will probably be closed to us.

Thanks again to Waldo and Jean for
hosting our January meeting.  Bob Hazel
demonstrated some of the finer turning

techniques for several new members.
Thanks Bob.

Our web page is active but not
completed.  Please look it over and email
pictures and/or suggestions.

I regret that I was unable to attend
the Fruit and Spice Park event.  I hear from
others that it was once again a complete
success.  Thanks to all those that made it so,
Bill Lessard for making the Park
arrangements, Fred Stockhausen for sales
and to all those that helped set up, take
down, transport the trailer and etc, etc.
Sometime we think that these events just
happen and run themselves, but there is a lot
of back scene work that has to be done.
Thanks again.

Jack

Guests and New Members:
Dianne McLauchlan – new member
Colin McLauchlan – new member
Tom Eckhardt
Chris Sotolongo
Dick Brewer

NEW BUSINESS
The upcoming show/demo at the

Fruit & Spice Park Redland Festival was
discussed. Bill Lessard reviewed the
preparations for the event. The event is now
history therefore here is a synopsis of the
guild activities;

Setup was held on Friday afternoon,
January 12th. The main connecting tents
were set up for the sales display and a
separate adjacent tent setup for the lathes-
demo area. Three lathes were situated under
this tent. Also included in the demo area was
the grinder, with newly installed grinding
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wheels, courtesy of the fine efforts by Ralph
Callander. Also in the work area were the
guild tool boxes which by now provide a
great assortment of tools for members to
use. New members and regulars should
consider attending next year’s event as this
is an excellent opportunity to learn
woodturning techniques, tool-sharpening
skills, an opportunity to exchange ideas and
a chance to advance ones own skills to
another level.
The sales table was staffed by Fred
Stockhausen and Bill Lessard, both Saturday
and Sunday. Judy Rubenstein helped staff
the table on Saturday. Their yeoman efforts
were greatly appreciated.

Members Tom Cross, Ralph
Callander, Joe Roig, Bob Hazel, Chris
Watzich and Joe Self presented demos both
Saturday and Sunday. In the background
was Jan Misitis carving his hummingbirds
and mice. His carved mice were actually
selling and his inventory of two ran out
quickly. Jan is no doubt carving more of
them right now.

The weather was typically amazing
for this time of the year. Mild temps, breezy
and sunny both days.

Guild attendance was rather low,
which is a disappointment, considering how
many members are in the guild and all the
opportunities which are offered the
woodturner by attending this event. In
addition to being able to sell your work, this
is just a great chance to capture the public’s
attention by conducting demos, and as
previously mentioned, an opportunity to
learn and enhance ones own skills. Make a
resolution to put more effort into attending
guild activities in the coming year.

Efforts to borrow a third tent for the
event had failed, and a lively discussion
ensued at the meeting regarding possible
purchase of a third tent, 10 x 10 to conform
to virtually all sales venues. It was suggested
that this be thoroughly researched before
making the plunge. As time was short, it was
decided to investigate rentals also.
Responsibility for this was not recorded.

Returning to the business agenda,
Jack announced receipt of an e-mail from
AAW announcing the recent death of Frank
Sudol, a turner of considerable note.

Jack updated us on the status of the
Guild website, www.sfwtg.com, which is
currently under construction (should the
domain address be .org ?).

New member Dianne McLauchlen
asked about learning opportunities in the
guild. Jack explained that our custom is to
have teaching workshops for new members
early in the year, usually in February. He
also mentioned our occasional informal
Saturday get-togethers at a member’s shop
for “fun-turning”.

The status of the guild treasury was
reported as had previously been reported in
the past newsletter, with an ending balance
of $2,355.62.

TREASURER’S REPORT
Beginning Balance (12/26/2006) 2,355.62
Revenues
Member Dues Regular (3) 60.00
Fruit & Spice Money Collected 2,784.00
Cash =1,585.60
Checks=1,198.40
Total Revenue 2,844.00
Expenses
New Bank Checks for Guild 47.68
Doughnuts for Wood Turning 20.83
100-envelopes 2.99
Fruit & Spice Checks distributed 2,522.00
Total Expenses 2,593.50
Adjustment (Rev - Exp)
2,844.00 - 2,593.50 = 250.50
Ending Balance (01/26/2007) 2,606.12

2007 MEMBERSHIP ENROLLMENT
Dues for 2007 should have been paid

as of January 1, 2007. If you have not paid
or wish to join as a new member, submit
your payment to the treasurer, Jeff Price.

JANUARY DEMO
Bob Hazel presented the demo which was
basic woodturning techniques, primarily for
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those new members and guests who were
present.

BRING BACK
Previous winner Sean Callender was

absent therefore the bring back was
postponed until the February meeting. Ed
McSweeny suggested dropping the bring
back due to lack of significant participation.
Jack requested that this issue be postponed
for further discussion at the February
meeting

INSTANT GALLERY
Rick Pixley
Large bowl of tropical Almond.
Three 6-8” bowls of Mahogany, with wood-
burned decoration and finish by Alva, which
greatly improved their appearance (Rick
said that!).
Ralph Callander
Two thin-stemmed goblets, one about 6”
high and the other about 10” high.
Bob Hazel
A hollow vessel of Red Mahoe, with a
carved top of ??
.
TIP OF THE MONTH

When turning cylinders, beads,
coves, balls, and even finials (centerwork
turning with the grain of the wood parallel to
the rotational axis of the lathe), always
ensure that your upper hand contacts the tool
rest. While turning, if the wood starts to
chatter as it becomes thinner, hold your hand
behind it to remove the flexing and cut with
less pressure. Set the rest parallel to the
work and about ¼” above center height. By
holding the tool rigidly on the rest with your
upper hand as you move it along the rest to
make your cut, you can keep the cutting
edge in the same plane; the rest acts as a
reference point, or jig, for the tool edge.

WOOD AVAILABLE
Call Jeff Price if you are interested in
obtaining some Live Oak.
305-232-6330 (h)
786-525-4772 (cell)

MENTORS: updated 11/2006
Members who are happy to assist beginners.
Just make an appointment:
Ralph Callander 305 251-3993
Basic Skills, tools
Tom Cross 305 248-7723
Bowl Gouge
David Freundlich 305 256-7805
Sharpening, Spindle, Natural edge,
Ikebana, Tools, Bowls
Bob Hazel 305 253 0357
Hollow forms, fluting,
Rick Pixley 954 435-2920
spindle, Natural edge, Hollow form, 
Segmented
Joe Roig 305 271-8059
Bowl from a board
 

2006 SFWG Board Members:
President – Jack Skipper 305-253-1180
V.President – Joe Roig 305-271-8059
Treasurer – Jeff Price 305-232-6330
Sec./Editor –  Chris Watzich 305-233-5640
Board Member – (tools): Ralph Callander
                                            305-251-3993
Board Member – (videos): Mary Ann Hart
                                              305-661-1262
Historian – Brian Seguin

FEBRUARY DEMO
Robin Luker will discuss chain saws, a topic
which is of great interest to all of us who
prepare our blanks for turning. No doubt a
demo which you will want to attend  and ask
your questions.

NEXT MEETING
February 1st, 2007
Cutler Ridge Middle School shop
19400 Gulfstream Rd., Cutler Ridge
(US1 → Marlin Rd → Gulfstream Rd)



Page - 4

___________________________________
South Florida Woodturners Guild
c/o Chris Watzich
14845 SW 97 CT.
Miami, Fla. 33176
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