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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:
John Mascoll will be demonstrating

for us March 31 and April 1.  John lives in
Safety Harbor near St. Petersburg.  He is a
much sought after demonstrator and show
exhibitor.  His most recent exhibit was at the
Coconut Grove Art Festival.  For more
information about him follow the links
below.
http://www.folkschool.org/index.php?sectio
n=instructor_detail&instructor_id=322 .
http://www.carolinamountainwoodturners.or
g/mascoll/mascoll1-2.html
More about John Mascoll

About the web page,
(http://www.sfwtg.com/) as you see it’s still
being developed.  If you would like to show
some of your work on a member page send
me pictures and a description of the pieces.
Also indicate if you would like a link to
your email address.  Although our mentors
are available to all members I would
especially like to remind new members to
call a mentor listed on the Mentor page.
There will be more discussion about the
mentoring program at the March meeting.
Hope to see you at the March meeting, same
time, same place.

Jack

Guests
James Roman

FEBRUARY DEMO
This month’s demo was presented by Robin
Luker. Robin’s demo was not only
informative, but interactive, involving
members of the audience who helped him
illustrate the use of the chain saw.

The time to saw a tree is when your
chain is sharp. Leave your stumps to last and
water the area down before finishing the
stump explained Robin. Sawdust is acidic
and moist and will eventually cause rust if
allowed to build up on your chainsaw. The
chain will actually weld to the bar if your
saw is not routinely cleaned.

Next subject discussed was the chain
tension. If your chain is too tight, there are a
number of things which may happen;
1) You will wear out the bar.
2) The nose sprocket will wear out.
3) The sprocket itself will wear out.
Robin then demonstrated the differences
between two different makes of chainsaws.
One of the chainsaws had a balance
problem. You would not have as much
control over it as the other one. Be cognizant
of these differences when you purchase a
chainsaw.

Robin then went into the evolution of
the chainsaw;
1) The emergence of the emergency brake.
2) Many chainsaws now fit your hand

better.
3) You are now able to keep a firmer grip

and you can wrap your thumb around the
handle.

Next subject was sharpening the chainsaw.
Robin emphasized that anyone can sharpen a
chainsaw. It’s the setting that is difficult.
He began by explaining how files work.
The sharpening files work only one way;
move the file away from the handle. Robin
related a story of someone who had impaled
his hand while using a file. Constant
vigilance is required when sharpening.
Robin then talked about safety and use of
the chainsaw.You want to be a control
fanatic when using a chainsaw. Everybody
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around someone using a chainsaw must stay
far enough away to allow for sudden
movements by the user. When sawing, make
sure your chainsaw is not binding in the log
you are cutting.Your saw is not working any
better or faster if you are rocking it back and
forth. Robin then talked about the upper part
of the tip which is the part which will cause
the kickbacks. Be aware of this when
chainsawing. Some chainsaws have a
banana tip that has a curved safety bar to
minimize kickbacks. Some saws have a
wider bar that tends not to move around as
much. Some chainsaws have a skinny bar,
which gives you more finesse when you are
up in a tree with smaller spaces to work
with.

Here is another safety tip; when
stepping over a log or branches, turn the saw
off before stepping over. Many injuries
occur when movements like this are made
and the chainsaw is running. Like Robin
said, “if you’re going to be dumb, you’ve
got to be tough”. Make sure you are on the
safest side of the tree when you are cutting.
Use some wedges if you want to force the
tree in one direction. If cutting on the
ground, squat down for better leverage.

Robin then discussed some more
aspects of caring for your chainsaw;
1) You need to clean the channel of the bar

constantly. You can clean it with a knife
or hacksaw blade or something narrow.
The best way to do this it to dismantle
the bar, then clean the channel.

2) When do you replace the bar?
Answer: if there is a wobbling of the
chain.

3) How tight should the chain be?
Answer: You should be able to pull up
the chain a little. If the chain it too tight,
there is a razor burr around the top of the
bar.

Robin ended his presentation and
introduced Ed McSweeny who showed and
discussed his home-made chain sharpening
jig. The jig, Ed explained, allows you to
clamp the bar in place and to rotate the
chain. The 5/32 file is the most common file
used for sharpening. Don’t bother filing the
rakers. Keep the file flat, filing in one

direction away from the handle, filing just
once or twice. Mark your first tooth before
beginning. From start to finish should only
take you about 5 minutes.
How do clean and sharpen a file?
Answer: put the file in some acid. This will
clean the debris imbedded in the file.

NEW BUSINESS
Fruit & Spice Park Festival
Jack noted that the guild attendance at the
event was rather low but those who did
attend had a rewarding two days with some
great weather. He thanked Fred Stockhausen
for his great efforts at cashiering both days
and thanks to all those who came out to
participate and demo. As mentioned before,
it’s a great way to get out and share your
techniques and learn from other guild
members.
Tool-making workshop
Ralph Callander showed his home-made
laser boring device. This is a jig which some
members of the guild have suggested to hold
a tool-making workshop to build their own
laser boring jigs. Total cost of the materials,
Ralph explained, is between 50 to $60. Not a
bad deal if you are willing to put the time
and effort into it.
Website
The guild’s website, www.sfwtg.com is now
under construction. You can e-mail pictures
and information to Jack for your own page
on the site.
Alternate meeting site
The need for an alternate meeting site for the
guild was discussed. We must seriously look
at an alternate site explained Jack Skipper. If
you know of some possible places, please
contact the board.
Upcoming Demo
Jack discussed the possibility of scheduling
a guild demo by renowned woodturner John
Mascoll. The demo has now been scheduled
for  March 31st and April 1st. You can learn
more about this woodturner by going to the
following link:
www.woodcraft.com/stores/store.aspx?id=5
55&nav=instructors
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Honorary member
There was a motion to make one of the
founding members of the Guild, Cas
Grabowski, an honorary member of the
South Florida Woodturners Guild.
The motion was seconded and unanimously
passed.

TREASURER’S REPORT

Beginning Balance (01/26/2007)    2,606.12

Revenues
Member Dues Regular (2)                   40.00
Upgrade to Family Membership          10.00

Total Revenue                                    50.00

Expenses
News Letter Expenses                         10.00

Total Expenses                                   10.00

Adjustment  (Rev – Exp)
                      50.00 – 10.00       =     + 40.00

Ending Balance (02/23/2007)          2,646.12

BRING BACK
Previous bring back winner, Sean Callender
was not in attendance, therefore the bring
back was postponed until the next meeting.

INSTANT GALLERY
Joe Roig
Three vessels of Norfolk Island Pine and
Monkey Pod. Joe mentioned he sanded
down to a 2,000 grit sandpaper. All were
finished in a lacquer finish.
Bob Hazel
A lidded Mahogany fluted vessel finished in
deft lacquer.
Lidded Afzelia Burl vessel finished in deft.
Lidded Box Elder vessel with finial, finished
in deft.
.

TREE OF THE MONTH
A new feature of the newsletter will be the
‘tree of the month’ since tips are sometimes
hard to come by, especially those offered for
the newsletter, which have been zero.  But
there is an abundance of trees. How many
times have you heard someone mention their
piece in the Instant Gallery and wonder,
what the heck wood is that? The February
instant gallery had a turned piece of  Afzelia
burl. The tree grows primarily in West,
Central, and East Africa, occuring in the
dense evergreen forests but also common in
the savanna and coastal forests of East
Africa. The tree reaches best development
on moist sites with heights of 80 to 120 ft
and clear boles 30 to 50 ft; trunk diameters 3
to 5 ft and more; large irregular buttresses
sometimes present. The heartwood is
reddish brown after exposure; sapwood pale
straw to whitish, well defined. The texture is
moderate to coarse; grain straight to
interlocked; medium luster; without
characteristic odor or taste. Some pores
contain a yellow dyestuff which, under
moist conditions, can discolor textiles,
paper, or other cellulosic materials. The dust
may irritating and the wood is difficult to
glue.

MENTORS: updated 11/2006
Members who are happy to assist beginners.
Just make an appointment:
Ralph Callander 305 251-3993
Basic Skills, tools
Tom Cross 305 248-7723
Bowl Gouge
David Freundlich 305 256-7805
Sharpening, Spindle, Natural edge,
Ikebana, Tools, Bowls
Bob Hazel 305 253 0357
Hollow forms, fluting,
Rick Pixley 954 435-2920
spindle, Natural edge, Hollow form, 
Segmented
Joe Roig 305 271-8059
Bowl from a board
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2007 SFWG Board Members:

President – Jack Skipper 305-253-1180
V.President – Joe Roig 305-271-8059
Treasurer – Jeff Price 305-232-6330
Sec./Editor –  Chris Watzich 305-233-5640
Board Member – (tools): Ralph Callander
                                            305-251-3993
Board Member – (videos): Mary Ann Hart
                                              305-661-1262
Historian – Brian Seguin 305-253-1897

NEXT MEETING
March 1st, 2007
Cutler Ridge Middle School shop
19400 Gulfstream Rd., Cutler Ridge
(US1 → Marlin Rd → Gulfstream Rd)

MARCH DEMO
The March demo will be a video presented
by the guild on the use of the boring bar for
hollowing your vessels, vases and hollow
forms.

WOOD RAFFLE MONTH !

___________________________________
South Florida Woodturners Guild
c/o Chris Watzich
14845 SW 97 CT.
Miami, Fla. 33176
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