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SOUTH FLORIDA WOODTURNERS GUILD
A CHAPTER OF THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF WOODTURNERS

APRIL 2007 NEWSLETTER – VOL 20 NUMBER 4

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:

I’m sure by now everyone knows
that our April meeting has been rescheduled
to April 12.  This was due to school spring
break.  The May meeting will be the usual
date; first Thursday of the month.

The John Mascoll demo ,in my
opinion was a great success.  My only regret
is that many guild members were unable to
attend.  My comments below are posted on
the Discussion Forum in our web site
(http://www.sfwtg.com)  If you would like
to post your comments on this event click on
the above web site, then click the
“Discussion Forum” button ,then “John
Mascoll”, Reply button and then fill out the
form.

Comments I received from those
attending the two day demo were highly
favorable.  We were exposed to a variety of
turning techniques, carving finials, finishing
and some hands on hollowing.  We now
know how to select and turn palm.  I found
all the stories told by John to be either
informative and/or humorous.  He turned
two citrus hollow forms, started a palm vase
and completed an ambrosia maple form with
lid and carved finial.  He donated a finished
maple burl vase to the guild.  All in all I
think this was a well done two day demo.
Thanks to all those who helped make this an
informative and enjoyable event.
Jack

Guests
Walli Chefitz
Manny Palgon
Tom David

 MARCH DEMO
The March demo was a woodturning

video “Turn it on” by Jimmy Clewes.
The blank he started out with was spalted
Birch burl. He began with the blank
mounted in a chuck and his first instruction
was how to use a bowl gouge with emphasis
on how to use the tip of the tool.

On the first cuts you hold the tool
near the tip for more control, starting about
1/8th of an inch away from the wing. He
used a ¼ inch bowl gouge to start, using a
shearing cut. The bevel must be parallel to
the cut you are making. It is important to
lean into the cut, thus giving you more
control. There is less arm use when doing
this.

Now he began hollowing the bowl,
drawing the top of the tool from the center,
out. He then angled the tool rest and
removed the foot, moving the bevel from
right to left. While you are turning, it is
important to take time to look at the
proportions of the piece.

Now, you shape the top, moving the
bevel form right to left, going against the
grain. Clewes then turned the foot to be
chucked, moving the gouge in, then out to
make the foot.

At this point, he uses sanding sealer
to stiffen up the fibers of the piece.
A parting tool is now used for the final foot
trim. Now, shape the bottom of the bowl
moving the bevel from the base of the foot
out toward the top of the piece.
Again, he applies sanding sealer with a
brush, using a 60/40 alcohol to shellac ratio.
He lets it dry, then turns again using a very
fine cut with the ¼ inch long handled gouge.
After this, he power-sands going down to a
1200 grit paper.  He than takes the piece off
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the screw chuck and mounts the foot into the
chuck jaws.

Start hollowing with the tip of the
gouge, at most 45 degrees to the wood. At
this point you want to reduce the thickness
of the wood at the rim. Proceed by doing a
nice shaving cut. Important: You need to
hear a high-pitched noise and you will know
that your tool is sharp. Clewes uses a parting
tool to establish the wall’s thickness. This
gives you a starting point. The grain is
running from the outside to in. Drop your
hand to the base of the tool while holding it,
moving the tool from the rim to the center!
Go down a step at a time, leaving the bulk in
the middle, until last. By doing this, you are
giving the piece support.

Clewes then applies sanding sealer
on the 1st inch of wood near the rim. Now he
trims and shapes the rim. After moving the
tool rest into the bowl, using the short
handled ¼ inch bowl gouge he removes
wood further into the bowl. At this point you
can use superglue for any tear-outs.

You present the tip of the bevel to
the inside wall while hollowing the bowl.
Follow the tool rest, moving your tool from
left to right. Clewes is using the ½ inch
bowl gouge now for the hollowing. He then
uses the ¾ inch bowl gouge to get the wood
off the bottom.

Lastly comes the Oil finish, which
will pop the grain. He rubs the oil into the
grain. He then rechucks the piece to finish
the bottom, using the small ¼ inch bowl
gouge. Finally, sand the bottom, shellac it,
then oil it. All in all, a very useful,
instructional video with enough comic relief
and commentary in it to make it interesting
and hold your attention.

NEW BUSINESS
Jack discussed the upcoming John

Mascoll demo, to be held Saturday, March
31st and Sunday, April 1st  at the workshop of
Waldo Collins. Cost for both days was
$35.00. Pizza and drinks were provided on
Saturday.

The demo began at 9:00am on
Saturday with 18 members in attendance.

John started with a green piece of Grapefruit
tree. A wood screw, imbedded in the blank
delayed the roughing. After roughing, John
proceeded to hollow the piece and then
made an insert from Ebony for the top.

The afternoon was a demo on turning
Canary Island Date Palm. He used a glue
block for mounting the blank to a face plate.
The glue he used was  less costly than
Gorilla Glue. It is apparently just as
effective and it is called ‘Ultimatic’ glue
sold at Home Depot.

John used primarily the shear cut for
turning the Palm, which minimizes the tear-
outs you experience when turning Palm. His
demo form was a vessel which members had
a chance to participate in some hands-on
hollowing. He emphasized keeping the
boring bar perpendicular to the direction that
you want to cut.

In the Sunday demo, John was
turning Ambrosia Maple. He turned the
hollow form to approximately 1/16th inch
and then beaded the entire piece with a
homemade tool, which he showed us how to
make.  To finish it, he made an insert and
top with a carved finial from Ebony. His
demos had some very useful tips, ideas on
products to use, and an abundance of
techniques to apply, in addition to the humor
and interesting stories to go along with the
turning.

The guild website is currently being
developed. Send digital pictures along with
your piece’s descriptions so that you can
include yourself on your own member’s
page. Try using the “discussion forum”
which is a feature that has just been added.

Jack then lead a discussion on the
Guild’s mentoring program with emphasis
on plans to have an open workshop for
mostly new turners along with those mentors
who would volunteer for this workshop. To
be further discussed at the upcoming
meeting.

Ralph Callander discussed the boring
bar project. The bending jigs have been
made. A list of those seriously interested in
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making the boring bar jigs must be made
because this will all be happening very soon.

Jack distributed The Woodturners Catalogs
to the members. There is an ample supply
for anyone who would like one.

No treasurer’s report was presented. It was
reported that Jeff Price had eye surgery and
therefore was not able to attend the meeting.

Ed McSweeny talked about the upcoming
Native Plant Society event which will be
occurring Saturday, March 17th. The event,
started at 9:00am and was attended by a
number os guild members. Three lathes
including a mini-lathe were in use and a few
turned pieces were sold.

Mary Ann spoke briefly about copies of
DVD’s by Neal Scobie and Jimmy Clewes
which are available from the guild’s film
library.

TREASURER’S REPORT

Beginning Balance (03/26/2007)    2,847.12
Revenues
Member Dues Regular (1)                   20.00
John Mascoll Demo fees collected    645.00

Total Revenue                                  665.00

Expenses
John Mascoll Demo                           765.00
Saturday Demo 5 doz. Donuts            34.72
Saturday Demo Pizza Lunch               83.42
Sunday Demo Donuts                         20.10
Sunday Demo Lunch                          52.55
Two Grinding Stones                        139.90
Drinks and ice                                     12.57

Total Expenses                             1,108.26

Adjustment  (Rev – Exp)
                      665.00 – 1,108.26 =  - 443.26

Ending Balance (04/05/2007)        2,403.86

BRING BACK

Jack encouraged all members of varying
degrees of turning ability to participate in
the monthly bring back. By getting a
maximum participation we could turn this
into a really positive activity for the guild.
Although the bring back winner from 3
months ago was not present, the drawing for
the bring back winner this month was held.
Joe Self  was the winner.

INSTANT GALLERY
Bob Hazel
Cedar hollow form with Turquoise inlay.
Small lidded box turned from 10 thin layers
of veneer which were dyed black and
bleached.
Red Staghorns carved eagle mounted on
Cedar.
Ed McSweeny
Small Camelia lidded form with Snake Bark
finial.
Small  Vera wood hollow form.
Ed spoke briefly about an addition he has
made to our guild’s wood display; a piece of
Princewood which has a strong odor of
Rosewood and has a ripple in it.
Ralph Callander
White Pine bowl, unfinished.
Chris Watzich
Lidded Norfolk Island Pine Vessel finished
in deft and Tung oil.
Lidded Norfolk Island Pine Urn finished in
deft and Tung oil with Lapis inlay.
Robusta cedar vase with Sapodilla sawdust
inlay, finished in Tung oil.
Sapodilla vase finished in Tung oil.
Jorge Zamanillo
Bischofia bowl with stitching on rim.

.
TREE OF THE MONTH

Pithecellobium Dulce, also known as
Manila Tamarind, is a potentially large,
rapid-growing tree up to 54 ‘ high with
pinnate leaves and spiral-twisted reddish
pods containing black seeds. The tree is
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often grown for the purposes of a shade tree
or a hedge. The pods apparently are very
palatable. The tree has terminal racemes of
yellow flowers followed by sickle-shaped or
circinate edible pods. The tree typically
yields good timber, a yellow dye and
mucilaginous gum. You will see a bowl
turned from this tree at the upcoming instant
gallery. Turner beware, it is stinky wood
when you are turning it.

MENTORS: updated 11/2006
Members who are happy to assist beginners.
Just make an appointment:
Ralph Callander 305 251-3993
Basic Skills, tools
Tom Cross 305 248-7723
Bowl Gouge
David Freundlich 305 256-7805
Sharpening, Spindle, Natural edge,
Ikebana, Tools, Bowls
Bob Hazel 305 253 0357
Hollow forms, fluting,
Rick Pixley 954 435-2920
spindle, Natural edge, Hollow form, 
Segmented
Joe Roig 305 271-8059
Bowl from a board
 

___________________________________
South Florida Woodturners Guild
c/o Chris Watzich
14845 SW 97 CT.
Miami, Fla. 33176

2007 SFWG Board Members:

President – Jack Skipper 305-253-1180
V.President – Joe Roig 305-271-8059
Treasurer – Jeff Price 305-232-6330
Sec./Editor –  Chris Watzich 305-233-5640
Board Member – (tools): Ralph Callander
                                            305-251-3993
Board Member – (videos): Mary Ann Hart
                                              305-661-1262
Historian – Brian Seguin 305-253-1897

NEXT MEETING
April 12, 2007.
Cutler Ridge Middle School shop
19400 Gulfstream Rd., Cutler Ridge
(US1 → Marlin Rd → Gulfstream Rd)

APRIL DEMO
The April demo will be a woodturning video
with title as yet to be announced. It would be
interesting to have a follow-up workshop at
one of the upcoming meetings to do some
hands-on turning, trying some of the
techniques we have seen in these videos.
Include any comments and or ideas you
have in the online discussion forum we have
at our www.sfwtg.com website.
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