
Page - 1

SOUTH FLORIDA WOODTURNERS GUILD
A CHAPTER OF THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF WOODTURNERS

JUNE 2007 NEWSLETTER – VOL 20 NUMBER 6

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:

From all comments that I heard everyone
enjoyed the annual picnic.  The weather was
delightful, the food was great and the
fellowship was outstanding.  Thanks to
Nancy and Tony Cedeno for again hosting
the event.  If you have suggestions for our
next picnic email me and I will make sure
they are noted for consideration next year.

I’m sure that most are aware that we
have moved our monthly meeting site.  Our
June meeting will be held in the Mall
Conference Room which is located in the
South Campus Building.  This is the
building closest to Eureka Drive.  There is a
map with directions posted on the guild web
page www.sfwtg.com.  .

I would again like to express our
thanks to Cutler Ridge Middle School and
especially to David Freundlich for the years
we have been welcome there.  The move is
completely elective on our part and I
understand that if we should at some time
need an alternate site the school is available.

Hope to see you at Robert Morgan
Educational Center Thursday June 7.

Jack

Guests
Candido Figueroa
Julie Formosa
Jerry Gema

NEW BUSINESS
The upcoming annual SFWG picnic

was discussed.  The picnic was held on
Saturday, May 5th. An alternate caterer
provided the same basic picnic menu. The
general consensus was that the food was just
as good if not better than Shorty’s. Two
lathes were turning with one project being a
Mortar and Pestle turned from one blank.
That project abruptly stopped once the food
showed up. We are still pondering what to
do about that burl which sits on a limb of a
tree on the edge of Tony’s property. We
have some ideas.  Pictures from the picnic
will be included after this newsletter.

An alternate meeting location has
been chosen for the guild. The June meeting
will be held at the Robert Morgan
Educational Center:
18180 SW 122nd Ave
Miami, FL 33177
(305) 253-9920
Directions to the facility can be found at the
following link:

http://www.mapquest.com/maps/map.adp?fo
rmtype=address&addtohistory=&address=1
8180%20Sw%20122nd%20Ave&city=Mia
mi&state=FL&zipcode=33177%2d2407&co
untry=US&geodiff=1

The meeting room is a large room, which is
on the ground floor. The facility will be
good for at least both June and July.

As a follow-up to the alternate meeting
location, Jack spoke briefly about David
Freundlich, co-founder of the SFWG, and
his yeoman’s efforts at attending all, except
one or two, of the guild’s meetings
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throughout the years.  His dedication is very
much appreciated.

Waldo Collins announced that he has 120
trays, all with drawers, which are available
to anyone who wants to come and pick some
up. Call Waldo if you are interested.

Ed McSweeny mentioned that Robin Luker
has some tough wood available called snail
seed. It has an interesting grain pattern.
Ed also has some Bischofia available.
Tom Cross added that he had some wood in
the back of his truck. The wood was mostly
Mahogany and Podocarpus.

Ralph Callander and Joe Roig
brought some home-made Kristin jam
chucks in for display. Joe Roig’s tool was
comprised of a steel rod with compression
rings, nuts and washers. A rather simple
device made at a fraction of what it would
cost you to buy.

MAY DEMO
Brian Seguin gave a hands-on

demonstration of turning a sphere and
distributed handouts with diagrams
depicting the steps involved. The blank he
used was yellow Tabebuia. Brian began by
explaining that you can try turning spheres
two ways, the first of which is by eyeballing
it (an imperfect sphere) or by doing it the
correct way, which is by starting with an
octagon that in this case, will give you a 6”
diameter circle. You basically measure out
an octagon and use the formula diameter x
.414 which will give you the size of the
octagon.
 His first step was to rough the blank
to a cylinder and then measure the diameter
of the cylinder with calipers. He then used a
parting tool to make cuts on the blank to
match the diameter. Use the diameter
measurement and the formula referenced in
the handout to make your additional
markings portrayed in the handout.
Brian then cut tenons on both sides of the
cylinder to match the diameter markings.

He then proceeded to remove wood between
the points B-C and A-D as depicted in the
handout diagram. He then reduced the tenon
on both sides, and then continued to remove
wood at the points A,B,C and D. In the final
steps Brian removed the tenons and secured
the sphere between curved pads. The last
process is to true the sphere by sanding,
rotating and sanding and rotating repeatedly.

Now, you too can turn your sphere
and bring it into the Instant Gallery to show
us how easy it was for you. I will turn other
things.

TREASURER’S REPORT

Beginning Balance (04/28/2007)    2,423.86
Revenues
Wood Raffle                                        33.00

Total Revenue                                    33.00

Expenses
Three Wood turning DVDs                  99.87
Newsletter expenses                               5.00
BBQ-first deposit                               175.00
BBQ-balance                                      175.00
BBQ-Table & Chairs deposit               20.00
BBQ-Table & Chairs                            50.00
BBQ-Party City                                      7.47
BBQ-Publix                                          37.16
Internet Site                                          29.97
Miami Auto Tag (trailer)                      27.25

Total Expenses                                  626.72

Adjustment  (Rev – Exp)
                           33.00 – 626.72=     -593.72

Ending Balance (06/01/2007)         1,830.14
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INSTANT GALLERY
Bob Hazel
Lidded and fluted Red Mahoe vessel with
carved acorns on the top.
Buckeye burl vessel.
Amboyna burl lidded vessel.
Joe Roig
Norfolk Island pine closed form finished in
lacquer.
A Guatemalan wood closed form with 20
coats of lacquer, giving it a very smooth,
glossy finish.
A chair made from Puerto Rican Magnolia
and Mago Jarillo wood.
Tom Cross
Spalted white Birch vase.
Ralph Callander
Lidded palm closed form, finished in deft.
Chris Watzich
Manila Tamarind bowl finished in tung oil.
Manila Tamarind vessel finished in tung oil.
Mesquite vase finished in marine spar
varnish.
Spalted Rosewood vase.
Small Cassia Roxburghi vase.
Brian Seguin
Large Mango bowl.
A Douglas Fur stool.
.
Doug Rogers
A very large and heavy (ask Mike Tisdale)
Honduran Mahogany lamp base, unfinished.
.
BRING BACK
The bring back was won by James Roman
who was not present for the drawing. Joe
Self held his ticket and coincidentally it was
Joe who turned the bring back which was an
artistic Mahogany bowl finished in poly.
Joe mentioned that turning this piece gave
him a chance to use the indexer on his lathe
for the interesting design of the rim.

TREE OF THE MONTH
Heartpine is generally considered to be
recycled pine timber from first generation
trees (trees that were standing when the first
settlers landed in the 1600s). The "heart" is
dark colored. It is decay resistant and more

stable than the white/yellow sapwood. Most
of the trees were long leaf pines, many as
old as 300+ years. There were probably
some other pine species mixed in, but the
predominate tree was the long leaf. There
were approximately 80,000,000 acres of
these trees and almost all were gone by
1900. This wood was the primary building
material for homes and factories. It is now
being recycled as heart pine which is
actually the dark heartwood which could
only be found in those old growth trees.

In the upcoming Instant Gallery you
will see a small bowl turned from 300+ year
old pine which was originally harvested over
200 years ago and then salvaged by the
Mountain Lumber Salvage company up in
Virginia. The wood could actually be
anywhere from 300 to 600 years old or
more.

MENTORS: updated 11/2006
Members who are happy to assist beginners.
Just make an appointment:
Ralph Callander 305 251-3993
Basic Skills, tools
Tom Cross 305 248-7723
Bowl Gouge
David Freundlich 305 256-7805
Sharpening, Spindle, Natural edge,
Ikebana, Tools, Bowls
Bob Hazel 305 253 0357
Hollow forms, fluting,
Rick Pixley 954 435-2920
spindle, Natural edge, Hollow form, 
Segmented
Joe Roig 305 271-8059
Bowl from a board
 Ca

2007 SFWG Board Members:
President – Jack Skipper 305-253-1180
V.President – Joe Roig 305-271-8059
Treasurer – Jeff Price 305-232-6330
Sec./Editor –  Chris Watzich 305-233-5640
Board Member – (tools): Ralph Callander
                                            305-251-3993
Board Member – (videos): Mary Ann Hart
                                              305-661-1262
Historian – Brian Seguin 305-253-1897
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NEXT MEETING
June 7th at the Robert Morgan Educational
Center:
18180 SW 122nd Ave
Miami, FL 33177
US1 or Turnpike--> to Eureka –> turn right
to SW122 Ave.

JUNE DEMO
The June demo will be a video

presented by Joe Self, followed by
discussion. The subject is yet to be
announced.

___________________________________
South Florida Woodturners Guild
c/o Chris Watzich
14845 SW 97 CT.
Miami, Fla. 33176
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