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EDITOR’S MESSAGE
I have some good news and some

bad news.  The good news is that our
President is enjoying himself on a well
deserved vacation in North Carolina. The
bad news is that with the advent of the
summer solstice, the mean season is upon us
and we enter the next few months with that
wary anticipation of how bad weather can
alter our lives. The silver lining to that is
that this is our opportunity to harvest wood.

I would take this opportunity to
commend Jack Skipper for the superb job he
is doing as president of our guild. He has a
genuine interest in advocating for the art of
woodturning, which is of interest to all of us
and an obsession for some. Us woodturners
are a special breed. We subject ourselves to
potentially toxic finishing compounds, rotate
logs at high speed right in front of our faces,
and breath in that proverbial microscopic
dust. We wouldn’t have it any other way,
right?

Guests
Denise

OLD BUSINESS
A brief discussion was held concerning the
possibility of using a small lathe at the
upcoming meetings so as to have the
capability of having some hands-on demos.

The Guild’s annual picnic was discussed.
The consensus was that the food from the
alternative caterer was just as good if not
better than Shorty’s. There were no
complaints here. It was resolved that we
need to promote the picnic somewhat more

and it should be scheduled earlier in the year
if possible.

NEW BUSINESS

David Freundlich initiated an interesting
discussion concerning a topic which affects
some woodturners, shallow water fishing in
South Florida. He mentioned  meetings on
June 13th & 14th at the Everglades National
Park visitor center which will be conducted
concerning proposed rules changes on
water-depth limitations for motorized craft.
He urged all those interested to attend the
meetings and to closely follow this issue.

The next meeting, July 5th, will be held at
this same location at Robert Morgan
Educational Center.

No August SFWG meeting will be
scheduled at this facility due to
circumstances. The September meeting will
be September 6th, at the Robert Morgan
facility.

The possibility of scheduling an August
SFWG Saturday workshop was discussed.
This will be researched by Jack and any
resolution to this will be communicated
either at the next meeting or through e-mail.
The workshops are a great way to exchange
ideas and learn new techniques for turning,
finishing, sharpening your tools and making
your own tools.

The Ramble coordinator this year will be
Bob Hazel. He needs some help for this and
if you are willing and able to be part of a
committee, please contact him. It would be
an interesting experience. Jack reminded
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everyone to start building up your inventory
so that you could have pieces to display at
the Ramble event. It is a great time to show
the public what you can do!

The www.sfwtg website was discussed.
Pictures and items of interest should be sent
to Jack Skipper to be included in the Guild’s
website. The discussion page has not really
been used that much and it was urged that
members use this as a forum for exchanging
information, not only amongst ourselves but
with other guilds.
The topic of rogue postings on the site was
discussed. Jack had found one posting and it
was removed from the site. The guild should
be diligent in monitoring this.
It was resolved that members should be able
to sell turned items on the site. This may in
fact generate more interest and contributions
to the website.

Joe Self asked a question about what the
guild procedures are regarding the purchase
of new tools for the guild. David offered that
our president Jack Skipper could appoint a
committee which would research the
proposed tool and then bring it to the agenda
of an upcoming meeting to be voted on by
those members present. If approved, the tool
would be purchased from a guild tool
budget. Any new tool could then be demo’d
and tried by the guild at an upcoming
workshop. The Tru-Grind adjustable hook
tool is one such tool that Joe suggested.

James Roman asked a question about
how to go about obtaining tools from the
guild toolbox. The guild tool box is kept by
Ralph Callander and any requests should go
through him. Jack then asked Ralph if there
is a guild tool inventory list available. Ralph
indicated that there was and that he would
review it to make certain it is up to date.
Brian suggested that we post a list of the
current guild tools on the website. David
then suggested that we try to get members to
bring in different chucks at an upcoming
meeting to compare them.

Carol Moppert mentioned that there
is a new CD out which is very detailed on

sharpening. The CD is about 3 hours in
length. Mary Ann Hart has some books on
general carpentry and woodturning. Contact
her if you are interested.

The availability of the product Deft,
was briefly discussed. A few of the stores
which sell this product are Wallmart, Ace
Hardware, Shell Lumber and Sears.

JUNE DEMO
There was no demonstration this month.
In place of the demo was an extended
Instant Gallery with brief discussions with
each turner who presented items in the
Instant gallery. This actually turned out (no
pun intended), to be quite interesting as each
item was a little more thoroughly discussed
and critiqued than would ordinarily have
been done in the regular instant galleries.
Finishes, troubles experienced with the
turnings, techniques and tips were all
discussed.

TREASURER’S REPORT
Treasurer on vacation.

INSTANT GALLERY
Bob Hazel
Black and White ebony lidded vessel which
required lots of sanding.
Monkey Pod lidded vessel finished in Deft.
Red Mahoe lidded vessel finished in Deft.
Tabebui lidded vessel which was dyed with
a mixture of green, blue and yellow dye.
Jack Skipper
Jack’s first footed bowl.
A small Tabebui bowl.
Brian Seguin
Mahogany bowl with 7 coats of poly finish.
An Unknown Wood bowl.
Chris Watzich
Small Heart Pine bowl finished in 10 coats
of tung oil.
Red cedar vase finished in tung oil with
malachite inlay.
Manila tamarind bowl finished in tung oil.
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Spalted Rosewood hollow form finished in
tung oil.
Joe Self
Natural edge bowl finished in poly.
An interesting natural edge mahogany bowl
with square rim.
An African Mahogany lidded box with poly
finish.
A Mahogany lidded box.
A Maple box with ebony top.
Jan Misitis
A small Box Elder/Elm bowl with a varnish
finish.
Carol Moppert
A small footed Mahogany bowl finished in 4
coats of tung oil.

.
BRING BACK
The bring back, won by Brian Seguin, was a
Mahogany hollow form turned by James
Roman with some mentoring help from Bob
Hazel.
.

TREE OF THE MONTH
On occasion we may see turned

Camellia in the instant gallery.  Camellias
are large, broad-leaved, attractive evergreen
shrubs, known for their flowers. The growth
rate is very slow and the shrubs can reach
heights of 12 to 25 feet. The color of the
leaves can range from white, to pink and red
and 3 to 5 inches in diameter. Some species
are susceptible to cold weather and mild
frost will kill the plant. Camellias are
shallow-rooted plants and thrive best when
sheltered from full sun and drying winds.

There are some Japanese Camellias
around the emperor’s palace which are
known to be more than 500 years old.

MENTORS: updated 11/2006
Members who are happy to assist beginners.
Just make an appointment:
Ralph Callander 305 251-3993
Basic Skills, tools
Tom Cross 305 248-7723

Bowl Gouge
David Freundlich 305 256-7805
Sharpening, Spindle, Natural edge,
Ikebana, Tools, Bowls
Bob Hazel 305 253 0357
Hollow forms, fluting,
Rick Pixley 954 435-2920
spindle, Natural edge, Hollow form, 
Segmented
Joe Roig 305 271-8059
Bowl from a board
 Ca

2007 SFWG Board Members:
President – Jack Skipper 305-253-1180
V.President – Joe Roig 305-271-8059
Treasurer – Jeff Price 305-232-6330
Sec./Editor –  Chris Watzich 305-233-5640
Board Member – (tools): Ralph Callander
                                            305-251-3993
Board Member – (videos): Mary Ann Hart
                                              305-661-1262
Historian – Brian Seguin 305-253-1897

NEXT MEETING
July 5th at the Robert Morgan Educational
Center:
18180 SW 122nd Ave
Miami, FL 33177
US1 or Turnpike--> to Eureka –> turn right
to SW122 Ave.

WOOD RAFFLE MONTH!!
JULY DEMO

The July demo will be a video
presented by Joe Self, followed by
discussion. The video subject will be the
Tru-Grind adjustable hook tool which not
many of us are familiar with.
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___________________________________
South Florida Woodturners Guild
c/o Chris Watzich
14845 SW 97 CT.
Miami, Fla. 33176
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