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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

I have mentioned to several members that I
sometime have difficulty deciding what to
write in the “President’s Message”.  Their
advice has been “just recycle what was
written last year”, so I reread last
December’s message and thought why not?.
I hope everyone that attended

the
grueling two days of Ramble

have recovered
and that the lathes are

spinning to renew
inventories for the Fruit and

Spice Park
Redlands Festival. The date is

January 13th
and 14th.. All pertinent

information will be
available at the December

meeting. A
research of early newsletters

shows that the
guild has been selling at this

event (called
Pioneer Days back then) since

1989 and
members were demonstrating

their skills
three years prior, so the

guild has some
history there. Mick Lasher,

the newsletter
scribe at that time, mentions

turning a
number of bowls from Sausage

Tree wood.
Maybe David can tell us more

about this.
Well that was easy, but

now I need to make a few
changes and additions.  First,
I’d like to change the word
“ grueling”  to enjoyable.
The weather was beautiful and

sales were great so the
comment about renewing
inventory is really
appropriate this year.

The Redlands Festival at Fruit and
Spice Park will be January 12 and 13 this
year.  More about this at the December
meeting.

Back to the Ramble- The Ramble
success is always due to the amount of work
and cooperation put forth by the guild
members.  The information I have from the
sales committee is that this was a record
sales year.  I think we all deserve a pat on
the back (and a check in the wallet) for a job
well done.  Thanks.

The December 6 meeting will be our
end of the year holiday party.  Bring your
favorite hors d’ oeuvres, pastelitos,
munchies, or, if you don’t relate to any of
these, any ole goodie will do.

See you at the meeting
Jack

Guests:
Mitchell Haness
George McKay

NOVEMBER DEMO
There was no demonstration this month.

NEW BUSINESS
First topic of discussion was a new

International Holiday festival that this editor
was contacted about. The festival was
scheduled for the weekend of November 3rd

and 4th at the pavilion on the FIU campus.
When I mentioned the price schedule for
having a booth, there was a bit of laughter
and skepticism to put it mildly.
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Finalizing the board members for
2008 was the next topic;
A new webmaster position has been created
which will entail oversight of the guild’s
website. This is a great opportunity for
someone who has interest in this field.
Brian brought up an idea which had been
previously discussed at last months board
meeting. At an upcoming meeting we could
have members come in with their turnings
and digital pictures would be taken of them
to be subsequently posted on the website.
This would generate more interest in the
guild’s website which has not seen very
much activity so far. This will be discussed
and a date for this resolved at the upcoming
meeting.
There are currently two positions which
have not been filled;
President
Treasurer
There was a discussion held as to what to do
about the President position to be filled. Jack
presented the idea of having a steering
committee led by a facilitator. Jack agreed to
preside until a solution is found.
The slate for 2008 was then presented by
Brian:
President – pending resolution
Vice President – Julie Smith
Editor/Secretary – Chris Watzich
Treasurer – Ed McSweeny agreed to
temporarily help at this position until
resolved.
Board Member (Tools) – Ralph Callander
Board Member (Media) – Maryann Hart
Historian – Brian Seguin
Member at large – Bob Hazel

Bob Hazel then presented a discussion on
the upcoming Ramble event:
There will be 35 people attending, including
some from the Goldcoast woodturners and
the Palm Beach guild.
There will be a total of 5 lathes for turning
available.
If you plan on selling, you must properly fill
out your forms in triplicate. Easiest and most
efficient way to do this is use the online
form which was e-mailed to you. You tax ID

is not required as Fairchild will be taking
care of this.
Plan to be at the old south gate at 7am, as
your pieces for sale will be placed on the
shelves at 8am by the placement committee.

Of course, these minutes are history
now and the Ramble event was very
successful this year as a new record was set
for sales in our booth. The weather was
spectacular and festival attendance for the
first day was 6,400. I have no statistics for
the second day but attendance seemed to
have been greater.

There were 5 lathes constantly
turning and wood (pieces larger than
shavings) was flying all over the place,
literally!
Bowls, vases, chalices, spinning tops, bottle
stoppers, were all turned for the public to
see. A number of people expressed interest
in joining the guild as they watched the
demos. What a great way to get out and
recruit new members. Now to see if their
interest was genuine or was the sun and heat
of the day just getting to them.

Brian, Ray and Jeff, along with relief
crews did a yeoman’s effort at the sales
table. Their help and expertise is greatly
appreciated!

Ramble 2007 Statistics:

Total Items Sold                                    172
Total Turners                                           19
Total Sales (before tax)                22,152.00
Total Sales (with tax)                   23,702.64
Average Item Price (before tax)        128.79
Lowest Item Price sold                       11.00
Highest Item Price sold                    675.00
Item Price / Qty breakdown:
$50 or less                                               60
$51 - $100                                               38
$101 - $150                                             28
$151 - $200                                             14
$201 - $250                                             10
$251 - $300                                               3
$301 - $350                                               7
$351 - $400                                               2
$401 - $450                                               4
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$451 - $500                                               2
$600 - $650                                               2
$651 - $700                                               2

TREASURER’S REPORT

Beginning Balance (10/26/2007)    1,655.90

Revenues
Gold Coast Ramble Contribution        25.00
2008 SFWG Dues (3 regular)              60.00

Total Revenue                                    85.00

Expenses
Newsletter Expenses                           20.00
200 Large handled shopping bags       80.57

Total Expenses                                 100.57

Adjustment  (Rev – Exp)
                         85.00 – 100.57 =      - 15.57

Ending Balance (11/26/2007)        1,640.33

2008 MEMBERSHIP ENROLLMENT
Membership registration and enrollment for
2008 has begun. Dues should be paid by
January 1, 2008. Still one of the best deals in
town, single membership is only $20.00 and
family membership $30.00. Membership
dues are now being accepted by Jeff Price.

INSTANT GALLERY
Bob Hazel
-Norfolk Island Pine fluted vase. Bob explained that
he used an arbortech to cut the grooves in the vase.
The grooves are ¾ inch deep. He then hand-sanded
the piece for the final finish. Last step was to use
linseed oil on it and then buff it to give the final
luster.
-China Berry fluted vase with ebony top and
bottom. Bob mentioned that it was a water based
dye that he had used on the China Berry.
-Teak Burl fluted, lidded vessel.
Chris Watzich
-Norfolk Island Pine vessel finished in deft and tung
oil.

-Tall Norfolk Island vessel finished in deft and tung
oil.
Kyle Saxon   
-Cocobolla handled knife.
Note: the Instant Gallery will be held at the
December meeting.
 -
BRING BACK
The bring back, a spalted Norfolk Island
Pine bowl turned by Chris Watzich, was
won by Tom Cross.

TREE OF THE MONTH
Jabillo or possumwood (Hura polyandra)
was previously seen in the Instant Gallery.
The wood ranges from the West Indies and
southern Mexico through Central America
southward to Northern Bolivia and eastern
Peru. The wood is yellowish-white to
yellowish-brown with no sharp distinction
between sapwood and heartwood. The
lighter variety of wood is prone to warping
and checking. The luster of the darker
variety is high and texture is medium to
coarse, vessel lines usually being prominent.
The grain is interlocked. The wood averages
about 26 lbs. per cubic foot. Freshly cut logs
are prone to blue stain. The wood finishes
well and glues readily.

FOR SALE
LATHE AVAILABLE - DJ bowl lathe: 1
1/4" - 8 tpi headstock, electronic variable
speed control, 40" swing. Price negotiable.
If you are interested, call Ed
McSweeny (305-258-5418) for details.

MENTORS: updated 11/2006
Members who are happy to assist beginners.
Just make an appointment:
Ralph Callander 305 251-3993
Basic Skills, tools
Tom Cross 305 248-7723
Bowl Gouge
David Freundlich 305 256-7805
Sharpening, Spindle, Natural edge,
Ikebana, Tools, Bowls
Bob Hazel 305 253 0357
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Hollow forms, fluting,
Rick Pixley 954 435-2920
spindle, Natural edge, Hollow form, 
Segmented
Joe Roig 305 271-8059
Bowl from a board
 

2007 SFWG Board Members:
President – Jack Skipper 305-253-1180
V.President – Joe Roig 305-271-8059
Treasurer – Jeff Price 305-232-6330
Sec./Editor –  Chris Watzich 305-233-5640
Board Member – (tools): Ralph Callander
                                            305-251-3993
Board Member – (videos): Mary Ann Hart
                                              305-661-1262
Historian – Brian Seguin 305-253-1897

____________________________________
South Florida Woodturners Guild
c/o Chris Watzich
14848 SW 97 CT.

Miami, Fla. 33176

NEXT MEETING
December 6th, 2007, at the Robert Morgan
Educational Center:
18180 SW 122nd Ave
Miami, FL 33177
US1 or Turnpike--> to Eureka –> turn right
to SW122 Ave

DECEMBER DEMO
Demonstrate your culinary skills by bringing
in your favorite treats for others to
enjoy. See you there!
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