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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
When you read this, we’ll be almost

into the new year,2008.  For many of us
2007 was a very good year, for others of us,
not quite so good.  I would like to use this
opportunity, to express my thanks and
gratitude to each member of the guild for
your help and support during the past year.  I
especially want to thank Joe Roig and Jeff
Price for their service as board members
during the past year.  Thanks again for those
who have agreed to serve for another year,
Ralph Callander, Mary Ann Hart, Brian
Seguin and Chris Watzich.  Thanks also to
Ed McSweeny and Julie Smith for accepting
the position of Treasurer and Vice President
respectively.

As you know the office of President
is still open.  The only requirement for this
position is a desire to see that the South
Florida Woodturners Guild remains active
and continues to share its collective
knowledge with members and prospective
members as it has since 1987.

What a great December meeting, the
food, which filled the instant gallery table,
was delicious and in great supply.  I’m sure
everyone left with a full and satisfied
feeling.

REDLANDS FESTIVAL.  This will
be our last meeting before this major event.
Bill Lessard has us registered with the park,
and sales logs will be available at the
meeting.  If you have questions bring them
to the January 3 meeting.

The passing of our friend and fellow
turner Cas Graboski leaves an empty spot in
the guild and in the lives of those of us who
knew him.  Professionally he was a teacher
and scientist but to us he was an artist and
mentor.  Cas’s turning knew no limits, he

could turn large objects and miniatures.  Cas
will be sorely missed by all of us.

Oh by the way,  HAPPY NEW
YEAR.

Jack

Guests:
Ramone Nicosia

NEW BUSINESS
Fruit & Spice Park Redland Festival
The Redland Fruit and Spice Park Festival
will be held January 12th and 13th,2008.
Check the following link for further
information:
http://fruitandspicepark.org

This is another great opportunity for
new members to learn the techniques and
skills necessary for successful woodturning.
Consider it a two day workshop learning
experience. Learn how to use the various
tools, how to sharpen them, and how to use
the various chucks and faceplates. For
members who plan on turning, please be
sure to bring some blanks along with your
tools.

Bill Lessard has taken care of
registration for the event. Sales logs for the
event will be distributed and also available
online. Make sure your items are properly
identified as was done at the Ramble.
Fred Stockhausen will again help as cashier
at the sales table. The usual contingent of
help will be needed such as set up crew, bag
and tag help at the sales table, and relief
crew for the cashier. All these areas will be
discussed at the upcoming SFWG meeting
which will be important to attend should you
plan on participating in the event.
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The 2008 Florida Woodturning
Symposium at the Baptist Conference
Center, Lake Yale, will be held the same
weekend, Jan.11th to January 13th.
The online registration form can be found at
the following link:
http://floridawoodturningsymposium.com

Elections
The election slate was presented by Jack
Skipper;
President -  ?
Vice President - Julie Smith
Editor/Secretary - Chris Watzich
Treasurer -  Ed McSweeny
Board Member (Tools) – Ralph Callander
Board Member (Media) – Maryann Hart
Historian – Brian Seguin
Member at large – Bob Hazel

It was noted that the President position is
still open. David Freundlich spoke briefly
about the great opportunities and potential
that this position offers to an individual.
David then made a motion to accept the
nominations on the floor. Joe Giegel then
seconded the motion. The members present
then unanimously passed the motion.

Wood Available
James Roman has Norfolk Island

Pine at his house. The wood ranges from 18
inches diameter down to 12 to 14 inches.
Give him a call on his cell at 305-213-2777
to make arrangements.

Guild Website
The possibility of a webmaster position
available will be discussed at an upcoming
meeting.

TREASURER’S REPORT
Beginning Balance (11/26/2007)    1,640.33

Revenues
2008 SFWG Dues (10 Regular)         200.00
2008 SFWG Dues (4 Family)            120.00
2007-Ramble Fairchild Check      15,500.81

Total Revenue                             15,820.81

Expenses
Ramble Drinks/Ice                              24.68
Ramble Face-Masks/shield                 20.84
Ramble Receipt Books & Soda/Ice     55.64
Postage Stamps                                     8.20
Internet website charges                      29.97
December Party Tableclothes etc.       26.51
2007-Ramble Checks Written      15,585.15

Total Expenses                            15,750.99

Adjustment  (Rev – Exp)
             15,820.81 – 15,750.99 =     + 69.82

Ending Balance (12/27/2007)         1,710.15

2008 MEMBERSHIP ENROLLMENT
Membership registration and

enrollment for 2008 has begun. Dues should
be paid by January 1, 2008. Still one of the
best deals in town, single membership is
only $20.00 and family membership $30.00.
Membership dues are now being accepted
by Jeff Price.

INSTANT GALLERY
Bob Gonzalez
An assortment of turned pens, some of which
were turned from Buckeye burl, Maple burl and
Amboyna burl. Bob gave a brief talk on his pen
turning and the various woods that he used. He
mentioned that he would be more than willing to
mentor pen turning to anyone who was interested.
Ralph Callander
Manilla Tamarind (Dipithecilobium dulce) vessel
finished in deft.
Chris Watzich
Lidded Norfolk Island Pine vessel finished in deft
and tung oil.
Norfolk Island Pine vase finished in deft and
tung oil.

BRING BACK
There were was no bring back held which
was actually a relief at this busy time of the
year. We were turning Christmas gifts,
right?
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TREE OF THE MONTH
Black Cherry (Prunus Serotina Family), also
known as the poor man’s mahogany, has a
pale yellowish sapwood and a darker
heartwood. The wood's color deepens to its
characteristic reddish brown, almost
mahogany-like color when exposed to the
sun. The sapwood never darkens to the same
color of the heartwood. Cherry often shows
a waving curly figure when finished.
Heartwood can have dark spots or fine black
lines that are actually gum pockets, that pose
added challenges in finishing. The Weight is
approximately  35 lbs. Per cubic foot.

The fruit of this tree is small and
purple colored with a bitter taste and is used
to flavor jelly and beverages. At one point it
was used to make a very potent liquor.
American colonists used the bark as a drug
to treat bronchitis and cherry stalks were
used to make tonics. Its grows
predominately in east-central North
America, with smaller shorter trees more
common in southern eastern Canada.

The grain pattern welcomes a full
range of medium to dark finishes and
bleaching treatments. The best way to
achieve a uniform deep red color is to let
mother nature do her work rather than
attempt staining. If you have to replace a
board, remember in time, the sunlight will
darken all cherry, even if it doesn't look like
it matches in the beginning. It has been
suggested by some that aniline dyes work
particularly well on cherry. Scratches show
up easily on cherry so pay attention to your
sanding preparation. Cherry turns
beautifully, but you must sand with the grain
to eliminate the cross grain marks. Once
cherry has been dried properly, it is a
relatively stable wood. It is as strong as
maple but only about 2/3rds as hard. Often
maple is stained to look like cherry in
furniture components that require a more
dense wood.

.

FOR SALE
LATHE AVAILABLE - DJ bowl lathe: 1
1/4" - 8 tpi headstock, electronic variable
speed control, 40" swing. Price negotiable.
If you are interested, call Ed
McSweeny (305-258-5418) for details

MENTORS: updated 11/2006
Members who are happy to assist beginners.
Just make an appointment:
Ralph Callander 305 251-3993
Basic Skills, tools
Tom Cross 305 248-7723
Bowl Gouge
David Freundlich 305 256-7805
Sharpening, Spindle, Natural edge,
Ikebana, Tools, Bowls
Bob Hazel 305 253 0357
Hollow forms, fluting,
Rick Pixley 954 435-2920
spindle, Natural edge, Hollow form, 
Segmented
Joe Roig 305 271-8059
Bowl from a board

 2008 SFWG Board Members:
President –
V.President – Julie Smith 305-596-6798
Treasurer – Ed McSweeny 305-258-5418
Sec./Editor –  Chris Watzich 305-233-5640
Board Member – (tools): Ralph Callander
                                            305-251-3993
Board Member – (videos): Mary Ann Hart
                                              305-661-1262
Historian – Brian Seguin 305-253-1897

NEXT MEETING
January 3rd, 2008, at the Robert Morgan
Educational Center:
18180 SW 122nd Ave
Miami, FL 33177
US1 or Turnpike--> to Eureka –> turn right
to SW122 Ave

JANUARY DEMO
No demo information available at

this time.
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South Florida Woodturners Guild
c/o Chris Watzich
14848 SW 97 CT.
Miami, Fla. 33176
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