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  SOUTH FLORIDA WOODTURNERS GUILD
A CHAPTER OF THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF WOODTURNERS

February 2008 NEWSLETTER – VOL 21 NUMBER 2

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

This year the guild is celebrating its
20th year of affiliation with the American
Association of Woodturners (AAW).  It was
over 20 years ago that David Freundlich,
Cas Grabowski and Mick Lasher met to
discuss woodturning.  After a few months
the small group grew, conducted monthly
meetings, elected officers, and began
publishing a monthly newsletter, named the
guild, adopted by-laws, designed the logo,
applied for and received our AAW charter.
Dennis Stewart was the first nationally
known turner to be invited to demonstrate
his skills.  The guild set up and
demonstrated woodturning at the Fruit and
Spice Park, restored an old pedal lathe for
the Homestead Pioneer Museum and a juried
exhibition of member’s best work was
displayed at the First National Bank of
Homestead. All this and much more was
accomplished during the first year of our
guild existence.  The complete history of our
guild can be read at our web site.
http://www.sfwtg.com and I encourage you
to do this.  Bryan Seguin has spent a lot of
time digitizing our history so we can all
access it with our computers.  Thanks
Bryan.

The 20th year at the Fruit and Spice
Park was a great success if graded by the
quality and quantity of demos, the
camaraderie and the weather.  The cash
register did not ring often enough for most
of us, but a great time was had by all.
Thanks to all those on the set up crew,
worked in sales and repacked the trailer
Sunday evening.  Setting up our new 10’ x
20’ tent looked at first to be a major
challenge but it turned out to be “a piece of

cake”.  Cake!!  That reminds me, thanks
Julie for the delicious cake you brought and
we enjoyed.

See you at the meeting February 7 at 7:00
PM.
Jack

Guests:
No guests were reported on the minutes.

The meeting was held on January
10th due to the regular meeting day, January
3rd, falling within the school holiday closure
schedule. Meeting was called to order by
Ex-President Jack Skipper. Jack has been
graciously acting in ex-officio capacity as no
member has yet agreed to take the position.
A special thanks to Ed McSweeny for taking
the minutes at the meeting.

The memorial gathering for Cas
Grabowski was discussed, reminding
members that it was to be held on Saturday,
January 19th, at the Grabowski residence
from 2-5 PM.

JANUARY DEMO
The demo was presented by Joe

Roig, who gave a verbal description of
turning an “open” hollow vessel, using
examples of recent work. After shaping the
blank, Joe hollowed it to a thin wall, drilling
holes in future waste areas to check for
uniform thickness. He draws a freehand
pattern on the blank, then cuts away all but a
narrow grid along the lines of his pattern,
leaving a mostly open piece with a “fishnet”
pattern. He does most of the work while the
object is still attached to the lathe, and
discussed the various bits he uses in a rotary
tool. He showed one piece in which he
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inadvertently cut through the bottom while
parting off, so he made two finial “tops”,
one which went through the top opening to
seat in the bottom opening, and another
which closed the vessel at the top!

He discussed finishing, and
described using stain made by soaking steel
wool in vinegar, which yields a solution,
which darkens wood by reacting with
tannin. Color is determined by how long the
steel wool is left in the vinegar. Joe
cautioned that it doesn’t take long to get the
solution too strong! Probably few of our
members try as many new ideas as Joe, and
he should be an inspiration, particularly to
new members.

Redlands Festival
Final plans for the Redlands Festival at the
Fruit & Spice Park on the weekend of
January 12th and 13th were discussed. Bill
Lessard said he had registered the Guild
with the Fruit & Spice Park, but did not plan
on further participation and expected
members to proceed as in previous years.
Jack Skipper explained that a new tent (10’
x 20’) had been purchased and a trial setup
made in his yard. Setup time for the event
was scheduled for 2pm on Friday, January
11th. About ten members were expected to
participate.

The Redlands Festival, held under
sunny skies and moderate temperatures, is
history now and was a success in terms of
the guild presenting its skills, techniques,
and artwork to the public but it fell a bit
short in terms of total sales. Attendance for
the event seemed to be somewhat off and the
turnings were not exactly flying off the
shelves. Approximately 16 members
participated in the event. We had 5 lathes
setup with 8 members taking turns doing
demos for the public. Bowls, vases and
goblets were the typical demos featuring a
variety of woods such as mahogany, Norfolk
Island pine, black cherry and holly. As
always, these events provide an excellent
opportunity for members to try new tools
and for the relatively new members to
advance their turning skills and techniques. I

for one tried a new tool, the Rolly Munroe
hollowing tool, and found this to be quite
efficient at removing wood. I was doing ok
until one member who was watching me
turn suddenly remarked “Uh-oh, I can see
daylight!” Yes, the wall on my vase was
now paper thin, which meant that this might
be the first piece to blow up on me while
sanding.

NEW BUSINESS
There was a discussion held

pertaining to the need for someone to take
the President’s position. Jack has graciously
volunteered to continue conducting meetings
for the time being, but the Guild will soon
begin to suffer unless someone takes charge
of day-to-day business.

Waldo Collins reported that we
cannot hold Saturday workshops at his place
yet, as the contractor is still remodeling.

Jack brought in new catalogues from
Craft Supplies. He made a pitch for
membership in AAW, and mentioned the
upcoming national AAW symposium in
Richmond Va.; scheduled for 19-22
June.The host hotel is Richmond Marriott.

Tom Cross mentioned that former
member Jack Shelton has started a new
turning club in Port St.Lucie. He also
mentioned that new member Jesse Hoffman
had recently turned his first piece, a baseball
bat, in Tom’s shop.

TREASURER’S REPORT
Treasurer’s Report  -  12/27/07 -
01/30/08

Beginning Balance (12/27/2007)    1,710.15

Revenues
2008 SFWG Dues (5 ind., 2 fam.)     160.00
2008 Natural Arts Fest. revenue      2349.95
Donation (Hazel)                                 50.00

Total Revenue                               2,559.95

Expenses
Festival supplies (plastic bags)            19.58
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Redland Festival vendor checks      2244.07
Postage Stamps                                      3.69
Food - Grabowski mem. gathering      70.46

Total Expenses                              2,337.80

Adjustment  (Rev – Exp)              + 222.15

Ending Balance (01/30/2008)         1,932.30

REDLANDS NATURAL ARTS
FESTIVAL

The Natural Arts Festival was held at the
Redland Fruit and Spice Park on 12-13
January.  Ten members participated as
vendors, and several others participated in
setup, takedown, and demonstrating. Nine
vendors sold a total of 34 pieces, with a total
value of $2197.50.  The most items (7) were
sold by Jan Misitis.  The high seller was
Carl Spinnler ($678.00).

In the course of the weekend, one item
turned up missing, in that the sticker was
affixed to the sales log, and the item was
marked “sold”, but no invoice was executed,
and no money was collected.  After
discussion, it was decided that the Guild
should bear responsibility for this item, so
the value of the item, less 10%, was
deducted from the Guild’s 10% and added to
the vendor’s check. (Fifty dollars of this
amount was later voluntarily returned to the
Guild as a donation.)

Accounting was as follows:

Total sales (from invoices)
$2,197.50
Sales tax (calc. on total)

153.83
Total Revenue
2,351.33
Less sales tax error (2 invoices)
0.51
Less cash box error
0.87

_______

Actual cash collected
2,349.95

Correction for missing piece:
Guild 10% ($2,197.50)
219.75
Value of piece ($125) less 10%
112.50

______
Final proceeds to Guild
107.25

INSTANT GALLERY
Bob Hazel
Closed rosewood vessel with the top carved into a
twig with 2 oakleaves and 3 acorns.
Cherry vase with carved spiral channels and a half-
moon ebony finial.
Bleached holly vessel carved in a “swiss cheese”
open network in the style that Joe demonstrated,
and with an ebony base and finial.
Tom Cross
Shallow bowl of sapodilla.
A chinaberry goblet.
A shallow bowl of possibly avocado, with 3
Voids in perimeter.
Dan Ursino
Displayed an attempt at a pepper mill of cherry.
He turned the outer shape before hollowing, and
the blank checked badly before he could finish.
Jeff Price
A small turned vase the he had purchased as a
tourist item.
A small box of Norfolk Island pine.
Sean Callender
A life-size, carved, leaping tarpon, of Albizia.

BRING BACK
Sean Callender reminded us that he had
missed a bring-back commitment last year
and offered the winner a choice of finished
works in his shop. Ralph Callander was the
winner.

TREE OF THE MONTH
The American Holly, Ilex opaca, is an
evergreen broadleaf, with over 300 known
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species, has large and bright colored fruits,
good foliage, and dense habit. The American
holly is similar to the English holly, but has
slightly less attractive foliage and berries. It
is, however, more hardy. The male and
female holly flowers grow on separate male
or female plants. Only female plants
produce berries, but male plants must be
present to pollinate the female flowers and
ensure fruiting. The trees can grow to a
height of 40 to 50 feet and a spread of 18 to
40 feet.

Holly is ideal for wet turned bowls.
Its lively warping makes the most elegant
ovals out of the lathe's dominating circle.
The smooth surface of holly is most pleasant
to the touch, reminiscent of unglazed
porcelain. Using a sharp gouge ground to
about sixty degrees included, the finish can
be good enough to need no sanding. A tip
for the less skilled: Holly scrapes well.
Scrapers leave less broken end grain on
Holly than on most temperate hardwoods.
In the last couple of hundred years many
craftsmen have used Holly as mock Ebony
because it's close grain and good staining
qualities made a good imitation.

.

South Florida Woodturners Guild
c/o Chris Watzich
14848 SW 97 CT.
Miami, Fla. 33176

MENTORS: updated 11/2006
Members who are happy to assist beginners.
Just make an appointment:
Ralph Callander 305 251-3993
Basic Skills, tools
Tom Cross 305 248-7723
Bowl Gouge
David Freundlich 305 256-7805
Sharpening, Spindle, Natural edge,
Ikebana, Tools, Bowls
Bob Hazel 305 253 0357
Hollow forms, fluting,
Rick Pixley 954 435-2920
Spindle, Natural edge, Hollow form, 
Segmented
Joe Roig 305 271-8059
Bowl from a board

 2008 SFWG Board Members:
President –
V.President – Julie Smith 305-596-6798
Treasurer – Ed McSweeny 305-258-5418
Sec./Editor –  Chris Watzich 305-233-5640
Board Member – (tools): Ralph Callander
                                            305-251-3993
Board Member – (videos): Mary Ann Hart
                                              305-661-1262
Historian – Brian Seguin 305-253-1897

NEXT MEETING
February 7th, 2008, at the Robert Morgan
Educational Center:
18180 SW 122nd Ave
Miami, FL 33177
US1 or Turnpike--> to Eureka –> turn right
to SW122 Ave

FEBUARY DEMO
No information available.
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