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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Let me be the first to wish each of

you a very happy Daylight Saving Time
which begins this year on March 9 and will
extend through November 2nd   In theory this
will give us an additional hour of turning
time each day.  Our Saturday at Waldo’s
(March1) and our meeting (March 6) will
not be affected by the change.

Several members participated in the
sale this past weekend of tools and wood
that had belonged to Cas.  I like to think that
Cas would be glad his turning tools will
continue to be used by fellow turners.

While continuing my journey
through the internet I ran across a web site
that looked interesting.  I plan to give the
process described a try.
http://www.ronkent.com/techniques.php.

See you at the meeting
Jack

Guests:
Paul Freas
Bob Boch
Joe Dion
Richard Coe

The meeting opened with a treasurer’s report
given by Ed McSweeny;
There are 28 paid members as of this
meeting. The beginning balance this month
was $1,932.00.
Revenue was $50.00
Expenses were $246.00 leaving a balance
of: $1,736.22 as of 2/7/08.

NEW BUSINESS
Jack Skipper read a thank you note

from Doris Grabowski. The note was then
given to the Secretary. Jack reported that
Cas has left wood and tools. The tools are
available for purchase as well as the wood in
his stockpile. The date and time was to be
announced and sale was subsequently held
on Saturday, February 23rd.

The upcoming Dade County Fair
was discussed. A demo at the Fair by the
Guild was arranged by member Carol
Moppert. The demo date has been
tentatively set for March 29, 2008. You
would not be able to sell but you can demo
as long as you are a member of the AAW,
for insurance purposes.

The upcoming Saturday workshop at
Waldo Collins workshop was discussed. It
was resolved that the workshop date would
be Saturday, March, 1st, to start at 9:00am.
Please remember to bring a chair and also
your lunch or a snack if you are planning to
stay into the afternoon. An e-mail reminder
will be sent by Jack. A wood raffle will be
held. Bring wood! The workshop will be an
excellent opportunity for new members to
learn some basic techniques and skills
needed for successful woodturning. You will
get a hands-on opportunity to use tools,
learn how to sharpen them, and learn some
basics as to how to present the bevel of your
tool to the wood.

There are two lathes currently owned
by the Guild;
- A Delta lathe with a 12” swing.
- A Harbor Freight lathe.
The Guild is willing to “loan” these lathes
out to any new members who are beginners
and serious about woodturning. Contact Jack
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Skipper if you are interested in using one of
these lathes for awhile.

At the February board meeting, the
topic of new ideas was discussed for
generating increased interest in turning
wood. One of those ideas was having
members turn ornaments for a Christmas
tree for some charitable cause.
The website www.nickcook.com has some
useful information on turning ornaments.
Other ideas discussed were displaying
members turnings at a public display such as
the one previously held at the downtown
Miami Public Library. Please contact or e-
mail your ideas to any of the board
members. Your ideas will contribute to
generating increased public interest in
woodturning. John Williams suggested
putting up picture displays of the Guilds
turnings at certain locations.

A general discussion was held on
how to get new woodturners started. It can
be a bit perplexing for beginners as to how
to really get started and learn the skills and
techniques used in turning wood. It was
emphasized that one of the best ways is to
attend the workshops that the guild holds
and get some hands-on experience from
members who have been turning. As a
follow-up, you can then call any of the listed
mentors, or for that matter, any unlisted
members who would be willing to spend
some time and give you some personal
hands-on experience.

Maryann Hart spoke briefly about
the new DVD’s and CD’s that are available
on woodturning. This is another way that
new members can observe and learn
woodturning skills. At the meetings, check
with Maryann as to what is available and
then take some videos  home and take the
time to view the techniques and then try to
apply them. Remember, there are no
problems…..only solutions!

FEBRUARY DEMO
The demo was presented by Ralph

Callander. His objective was to turn a box
out of Paurotis Palm, also known as
everglades palm which seemed to be quite
dense and a good prospect for turning. Prior
to the demo, using scrap plywood and a
hole-saw, Ralph made cutouts, which he
then glued on to the ends of his blank. In the
demo, he proceeded to turn the blank into a
cylinder.

Next, using a Forstner bit, Ralph
bored out the cylinder. After this boring part
of the demo, Ralph then turned and fitted a
lid to the main body.

TREASURER’S REPORT
1/30/08 - 02/29/08

Beginning Balance (01/30/2008)    1,932.30

Revenues
2008 SFWG Dues (8 ind., 1 fam.)     190.00

Total Revenue                                  190.00

Expenses
Tent & accessories                            246.08
Newsletter expense                              29.01
New Videos                                         77.71

Total Expenses                                 352.80

Adjustment  (Rev – Exp)
(162.80)

Ending Balance (02/29/2008)         1,769.50

INSTANT GALLERY
Bob Hazel
Fluted tamarind (from the Far East) lidded vessel.
Lidded carved and bleached holly vessel with ebony
top.
Carved purple heart and holly lidded vessel.
Tom Cross
Red cedar bowl finished in deft.
Mahogany bowl finished in deft.
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Joe Self
Two mahogany fruit bowls, rims finished in
Black with the use of a sharpie!
Mahogany open vessel.
Chris Watzich
Heart pine chalice. Wood was harvested from
the James Madison plantation, Mont Pellier, in
Virginia, which is undergoing renovation.
Norfolk island pine vessel finished in tung oil.
Holly vase finished in deft and tung oil. The
holly was harvested from one of two holly trees
removed from the front of Montpellier which is
being restored to original condition.
Joe Giegel
Cherry goblet with spiral stem.
Basswood goblet with spiral stem. Joe also
Showed a ‘Stuart Mortimer’ cherry goblet.
Ralph Callander
Mahogany crotch piece bowl, finished in deft.

BRING BACK
The bring back, won by Dan Ursino, was
four pens, each in its own box, turned by
Julie Smith.

TREE OF THE MONTH
Paurotis palm, Acoelorrhaphe

wrightii, also known as everglades palm or
silver saw palm, is often seen growing in
great mounds that erupt from the edges of
the small islands that are found dotting the
landscape of the everglades. The palmate
leaves are light green with silvery
undersides and grow 2-3 ft (0.6-0.9 m) in
diameter. They are deeply divided into 1 in
(2.5 cm) segments and are held on thin 3 ft
(0.9 m) leafstems. Rows of sharp orange
teeth are arranged along the edges and
inspire another of the plant's common
names, the silver saw palm.

The paurotis palm is native to the
southern tip of Florida and the Everglades.
Also found in the West Indies, Cuba and
parts of Central America. Now a popular
landscape item in all nearly frost-free
climates. Propagation is by seeds that take
about 2 to 3 months to germinate if kept
warm and also by divisions of clumps.
Everglades palm is fond of water so plant it

at lakeside where it will flourish and when
reflected in the water your viewing
enjoyment is doubled.

MENTORS: updated 11/2006
Members who are happy to assist beginners.
Just make an appointment:
Ralph Callander 305 251-3993
Basic Skills, tools
Tom Cross 305 248-7723
Bowl Gouge
David Freundlich 305 256-7805
Sharpening, Spindle, Natural edge,
Ikebana, Tools, Bowls
Bob Hazel 305 253 0357
Hollow forms, fluting,
Rick Pixley 954 435-2920
Spindle, Natural edge, Hollow form, 
Segmented
Joe Roig 305 271-8059
Bowl from a board

 2008 SFWG Board Members:
President –
V.President – Julie Smith 305-596-6798
Treasurer – Ed McSweeny 305-258-5418
Sec./Editor –  Chris Watzich 305-233-5640
Board Member – (tools): Ralph Callander
                                            305-251-3993
Board Member – (videos): Mary Ann Hart
                                              305-661-1262
Historian – Brian Seguin 305-253-1897

NEXT MEETING
March 6, 2008, at the Robert Morgan
Educational Center:
18180 SW 122nd Ave
Miami, FL 33177
US1 or Turnpike--> to Eureka –> turn right
to SW122 Ave

MARCH DEMO
No information available.
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South Florida Woodturners Guild
c/o Chris Watzich
14848 SW 97 CT.
Miami, Fla. 33176
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