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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

The annual picnic, hosted by Tom
and Dee Cross, was enjoyed by all that
attended.  The weather was beautiful, the
food was delicious and the fellowship was
great.  It was nice having the opportunity to
become better acquainted with several new
members.  It was good to see Virginia
Costello, one of our moved away members
and also to meet David and Ana’s 5 months
old twin granddaughters.  Did I see one of
those girls gumming a rib or was it a
chicken leg?

Unfortunately two members who had
planned to attend were kept away by illness.
Joe Roig’s wife is recovering after surgery.
I talked to him Tuesday 22nd , she was still
in South Miami Hospital expecting to go
home soon.  Susie Lessard was rushed to the
Homestead hospital and had emergency
surgery.  When I talked to Bill he said she is
doing well.  We all pray for them to have a
speedy recovery.

While reading past newsletters in an
effort to determine the number of annual
picnics to this point I found an interesting
article in the May 1998 edition.  It states that
the picnic was held on April 18 at Tom and
Dee Cross’s home and there were about 40
people and One Pot Bellied Pig in
attendance.  Having never seen this pot
bellied pig I have to ask, “was the pig part of
the event or part of the menu?

Thanks Brian for the “first ever guild
group photo”.  It’s a good one

See you at the meeting MAY 1st  , same
time, same place.

Jack

Guests:
Rudolf Gausling

NEW BUSINESS
Jack Skipper began the meeting by

announcing that accepting a bring back
ticket at this meeting would qualify you for
three Craft Supplies $10.00 gift certificates.
An online search for Craft Supplies USA
can be done at the following link:
www.woodturnerscatalog.com

Treasurer Ed McSweeny was asked
to give the current treasurer’s report. Ed
explained that the current report is the same
as in the previous newsletter. The current
paid membership is now 38. If you are a
non-paid member or are new and wish to
join the Guild, please see Ed McSweeny
about paying the dues.

Jack led a discussion on the idea
that’s been kicked around of organizing a
Christmas ornament turning project. The
ornament turnings would possibly be hung
on a Christmas tree whose location has yet
to be determined. A future demo/video of
how to turn ornaments would be of benefit
to the many members who have not turned
ornaments. Two websites which would be of
assistance in this endeavor are:
www.rrosand.com
www.woodcentral.com
Such a project would be a great way to get a
large number of members turning for a
worthwhile cause that we could be proud of.
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TREASURER’S REPORT
Essentially the same as previous

report with an updated report in the June
newsletter.

INSTANT GALLERY
Bob Hazel
Afzelia burl bowl.
Lidded mahogany vessel with epoxy inlay.
Chinaberry lidded vessel with carved ebony top.
Teak and zircote cantilevered bowl.
Lynn Berk
Cherry bowl with chop sticks, finished in Danish
oil.
Joe Self
Carved poplar vase.
Lidded mahogany vessel with pink ivory on top.
Sabicu lidded egg with poly finish.
Chris Watzich
Large NIP lidded vessel, finished in deft & tung oil.
A finished Cas Grabowski bowl of podocarpus.
Joe Roig
A maple clock dial with spiral flutes.
Mahogany bowl with flutes.
Tom Cross
Grapefruit freeform piece, finished in deft.
Red mahoe lidded vessel.
Brian Seguin
Scanning adjustment shelf.
Jay Hakerem
Small walnut bowl with poly finish.
Small unfinished mahogany bowl.

APRIL DEMO
         Joe Self presented the demo, making lids fit
on turned boxes. Joe began the demo by showing an
informative book which details fifty designs for
turning boxes. The book is titled “Turned Boxes:
50 designs” by Chris Stott. You can obtain more
information on this by trying the following link:
www.woodworking.org/WC/Garchive02/7 21g:
dturn.html
        Joe explained that you can fit a lid either
way;  on the lid or on the base, and he then
showed examples. When turning boxes, you
want to use a good, reasonably hard wood such

as golden shower tree. Boxes make good gifts
which is one reason you may want to try turning
some. On a typical box you may spend 2 hours
turning the base and one hour on the lid.
        Joe began the turning part of the demo with a
mahogany blank mounted on a chuck. This
was the lidded portion which he had already turned
and is now ready to fit the base to the lid. He used a
parting tool to decrease the diameter of the lid.
Repeatedly he would stop the lathe, and match
the base portion to the lid to check if it fits. Joe
explained that you want your base to fit snug,
but not too snug. In the next step, Joe brought
the tailstock up to the base, which was then
attached to the chucked lid. He then hollows
the lid a bit and tapers the top towards the chuck.
        In the second part of his demo on a second
blank, Joe demonstrated how to make the lid fit
by increasing the diameter of the inside of the
base to eventually match the diameter of the lid
which he had already turned. In conclusion, he
demonstrated two entirely different ways to
achieve the same goal, making the lid fit!

SFWG ANNUAL PICNIC
        There were approximately 40 people in
attendance at this years picnic, held on Saturday,
April 19th.  There were four lathes in use with
new member Randy Waldrep stepping up
to the lathe and turning a bowl.
        The BBQ food was reported to be great and the
guilds first group photo was taken, courtesy of
our historian, Brian Seguin. Now you know we
are getting serious!

BRING BACK
The bring back was won by Jan Misitis. He
won an avacado bowl turned by Jack
Sawyer. Finish on the bowl was lacquer.

TREE OF THE MONTH
Afzelia is a genus in the subfamily
Caesalpinioideae of the family Fabaceae
(legumes). The thirteen species all are trees,
native to tropical Africa or Asia. One of the
common names is "pod mahogany" and the
timber is traded under the name “doussie”.
Some species are known to have medicinal
purposes. The highly-figured wood of the
Asian species, Afzelia xylocarpa, is sold as
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Afzelia xylay. The seeds and bark of this
species are what is used for the medicinal
purposes.The seeds are red and black and
are also used as beads. An interesting fact is
that the wood is often used as the surface
material for velodromes.

Afzelia has hard wood, reddish
brown after exposure, sapwood pale straw to
whitish, its texture is moderate, grains are
interlocked, medium luster.Afzelia wood
distinguishes itself by great properties,
especially its stability. That is why it is
recommended for products and structures
where only small tolerance to shrinkage is
acceptable, such as bass guitars. Other uses
of Afzelia include  interiors (especially for
flooring and wall timbering) as well as in
exteriors (pool timbering, wood-paths, etc.).
The wood apparently turns like butter, the
grain is very attractive, it sands beautifully,
and there is very little movement in it even
after letting it stand half finished for a
number of days. Got some Afzelia?

MENTORS: updated 11/2006
Members who are happy to assist beginners.
Just make an appointment:
Ralph Callander 305 251-3993
Basic Skills, tools
Tom Cross 305 248-7723
Bowl Gouge
David Freundlich 305 256-7805
Sharpening, Spindle, Natural edge,
Ikebana, Tools, Bowls
Bob Hazel 305 253 0357
Hollow forms, fluting,
Rick Pixley 954 435-2920
spindle, Natural edge, Hollow form, 
Segmented
Joe Roig 305 271-8059
Bowl from a board

 

2008 SFWG Board Members:
President –
V.President – Julie Smith 305-596-6798
Treasurer – Ed McSweeny 305-258-5418
Sec./Editor –  Chris Watzich 305-233-5640
Board Member – (tools): Ralph Callander
                                            305-251-3993
Board Member – (videos): Mary Ann Hart
                                              305-661-1262
Historian – Brian Seguin 305-253-1897

NEXT MEETING
May 1st, 2008, at the Robert Morgan
Educational Center:
18180 SW 122nd Ave
Miami, FL 33177
US1 or Turnpike--> to Eureka –> turn right
to SW122 Ave

MAY DEMO
No information available.
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South Florida Woodturners Guild
c/o Chris Watzich
14848 SW 97 CT.
Miami, Fla. 33176
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