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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:
The message this month will be

brief. Hope to see everyone at the meeting
Thursday night.

Thanks
Jack

PS  The business part of the meeting will
also be brief so that Bob Hazel will have
sufficient time for his demo. We may need
to briefly discuss a Saturday workshop for
June. We have also talked about having a
charity project which will involve all
members making some sort of ornament that
will be suitable for adorning a tree. This can
be in the form of a traditional ornament,
miniature birdhouse, dreidel, Bonnie Klein
type spinning top, or hanging acorns. We’ll
mention this again during the meeting.

To see a demo on turning an
ornamental bell, go to this website:
http://marleyturned.com/id157.htm
It the music is too much for this time of the
year just turn down your speakers.
See you Thursday.

Jack

GUESTS:
No guests were in attendance.

Jack Skipper spoke briefly about the need
for members to try and bring along some
visitors to the meetings to increase
membership and interest in the guild.

NEW BUSINESS
As an incentive to participate in the

bring back, the winner will receive two sets

of craft supplies coupons, each one being
worth $10.

Magazines Available
David Freundlich mentioned that the

Cutler Ridge Middle School is in the process
of cleaning the workshop and there are
boxes of woodturning magazines left in the
shop. If you are interested in obtaining some
of these magazines, contact David.

Doris Grabowski has several years of
Fine Woodworking, and of American
Woodturner, which she would like someone
to find a home for, so she doesn't have to
throw them out. Please contact Ed McSeeny
at 305-305-258-5418 if you are interested. If
you give Ed a call, he can deliver them to
the upcoming meeting.

June Workshop?
The possibility of having a June

workshop to be held at Waldo’s workshop
was discussed. Turning ornaments would be
the focus of this session. This topic to be
discussed at the upcoming meeting.

A Tip of the Month by Jack Skipper
Jack Skipper talked about a mishap

he experienced while operating his lathe.
Jack sometimes runs his machine in reverse.
What happened was that his machine did
happen to be in reverse, he turned the
machine on and the chuck unwound, flew
off the machine and bruised his arm. Make
sure that your chuck is secure before turning
your machine on. Things happen really fast
when you are turning, and a mishap can
have serious consequences.
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MAY DEMO
Ralph Callander gave the May demo,

a hands-on demonstration of sharpening
tools and techniques. He began by talking
about the grinders used for sharpening. The
optimal grinder in the opinion of many is the
7” wheel. Before sharpening, clean your
wheel and then dress it with a dressing jig
which is part of the Wolverine sharpening
system. In this demo, Ralph was using the
varigrind wolverine jig for holding the tool.
The tool being sharpened is set 2” into the
jig. Make sure that you are using safety
goggles when sharpening. As in turning
wood, things happen fast and a mishap here
could have serious consequences for your
eyes. When sharpening, do not grind non-
ferrous metals such as brass or aluminum.
You should only be grinding steel.

When presenting the bevel of the
tool to the grinding wheel, Ralph suggested
doing the wings first. You start at the back
of the wings and then work your way
forward. Do not put excessive pressure on
the tool. You can use a protractor at this
point to measure the angle of your bevel.
The AAW woodturning magazine has
information as to what optimal angles to set
your wolverine jig to. The Irish grind is
basically the bevel shape that Ralph is
sharpening here with the Wolverine system.
Another jig one can use in addition to the
Wolverine is the Tru-Grind jig.The bowl
gouge bevel can be sharpened by using the
wolverine system without the jig and just
setting your tool in the arm below the wheel,
presenting the bevel to the wheel at the
proper angle, and then slowly rotating the
gouge back and forth from one wing to the
other.

David mentioned that one way has a
website which has a sharpening video you
can download. The website is:
http://www.oneway.ca/

INSTANT GALLERY
Bob Hazel
Box Elder lidded vessel.
Mahogany lidded vessel with acorn lid and
three legs.
MaryAnn Hart
Turned stands of poplar and mahogany for
Falcons.
Joe Roig
Large Norfolk Island Pine vessel, sanded to
12,000 grit and finished in sanding sealer
and semi gloss lacquer. Joe used a Jamieson
boring bar for hollowing the vessel.
Small segmented turning, finished in tung
oil.
Gary Venema
Three lidded vessel of mahogany with
rosewood finials.
Jan Misitis
Small Norfolk Island Pine weed pot, filled
with Peacock feathers.
Joe Dion
Camphor bowl, no finish.
Honduran mahogany bowl.
Small Norfolk Island Pine bowl.
David Frendlich
A small turned spring-loaded wood cannon.

BRING BACK
The bring back was won by Julie Smith. She
won a Norfolk Island Pine vessel turned by
Jan Misitis. The finish was varnish.

Joe Self won the raffle for the SFWG group
picture, taken by Brian Seguin.

Brian Seguin won the raffle for the three
Craft Supplies USA certificates.

TREE OF THE MONTH
Sabicu wood or sabicu is the wood of
Lysiloma latisiliquum, a smallish
leguminous tree, from the family
Leguminosa. The wood is also known as
horseflesh mahogany. The very hard wood
of the sabicu tree resembles mahogany in
texture, dark brown color and value. The
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wood is fairly heavy (sg 0.8), hard and
durable, and therefore was historically
valued in shipbuilding. The tree has pinnate
leaves and flat straight pods. It is native to
the West Indies, Southern America and the
Carribean; Bahamas; Cuba; Dominican
Republic; Haiti and Puerto Rico. It is a
spreading tree with a rather short trunk, 2 to
3 ft in diameter; sometimes free of branches
for 25 ft. The heartwood is a lustrous brown
with a coppery or purplish tinge, sometimes
faintly striped; sharply demarcated from the
thin white sapwood. Texture medium; grain
straight to roey; without distinctive odor or
taste. In addition to woodturning, its uses are
in general construction, furniture, wheel
wright work, parquet, interior trim, bobbins
and shuttles, veneer, and knife handles.

TREASURER’S REPORT

Treasurer’s Report  -  04/26/08 -
05/29/08

Beginning Balance (03/01/2008)   1,378.65

Revenues
(None)

Expenses
Newsletter                                         28.00
Guild Picnic (chair rental)               100.00

Total Expenses                                128.00

Ending Balance (04/25/2008)      1,250.65

MENTORS: updated 11/2006
Members who are happy to assist beginners.
Just make an appointment:
Ralph Callander 305 251-3993
Basic Skills, tools
Tom Cross 305 248-7723
Bowl Gouge
David Freundlich 305 256-7805

Sharpening, Spindle, Natural edge,
Ikebana, Tools, Bowls
Bob Hazel 305 253 0357
Hollow forms, fluting,
Rick Pixley 954 435-2920
spindle, Natural edge, Hollow form, 
Segmented
Joe Roig 305 271-8059
Bowl from a board

 2008 SFWG Board Members:
President – Jack Skipper 305-253-1180
V.President – Julie Smith 305-596-6798
Treasurer – Ed McSweeny 305-258-5418
Sec./Editor –  Chris Watzich 305-233-5640
Board Member – (tools): Ralph Callander
                                            305-251-3993
Board Member – (videos): Mary Ann Hart
                                              305-661-1262
Historian – Brian Seguin 305-253-1897

NEXT MEETING:
June 5th, 2008
Educational Center:
18180 SW 122nd Ave
Miami, FL 33177
US1 or Turnpike--> to Eureka –> turn right
to SW122 Ave

JUNE DEMO
The June demonstration will be turning
epoxy and wood rings for the top of your
vessel, presented by Bob Hazel.
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South Florida Woodturners Guild
c/o Chris Watzich
14845 SW 97 CT.
Miami, Fl.33176
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