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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE: 
 
Gone fishing,.  See you at the meeting 
July 10th .  
 
Hope everyone had a Glorious Fourth 
 
Jack 
 
  
 
GUESTS: 
George McKay 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 

This month’s meeting opened with a 
brief treasurer’s report given by Ed 
McSweeny; 
Expenditures since last month’s newsletter 
statement were the following: 
$133.67  sfwg videos 
$29.97    website 
$1,087.01  balance 
 
Rescheduled July meeting: 
The upcoming July meeting has been 
rescheduled for July 10th, 7:00pm, same 
location. 
 
Due to the school closing, the August 
meeting will possibly be rescheduled as a 
combined workshop/meeting. Date and 
location to be announced. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JUNE DEMO 
This month’s demo, turning wooden 

and epoxy collars for the top of your vessel, 
was presented by Bob Hazel. Bob starts with 
a 1/32” hole in his blank for the collar. He 
then places a morse-tapered screw chuck in 
the hole and mounts the chuck on the 
headstock. The wood he is using for the 
collar is rosewood. The tool he starts out 
with is a modified Sorby parting tool.  

To begin the process, you measure 
the size of the vessel hole with a gauge. You 
then start turning your collar blank with the 
intent of making the lip the same size as the 
opening of the vessel. While still turning, he 
repeatedly brings the gauge (set at the size 
of the opening of the vessel), up to the collar 
to measure the diameter of the lip for a 
precision fit. He turns the lip until it fits the 
vessel opening.  

Bob then places the tool rest toward 
the  middle of the collar to remove the wood 
from the middle of the collar. He then takes 
the collar off the screw chuck to turn it 
around. The collar is then mounted 
(reversed) into a stronghold chuck and then 
turned, removing wood in the middle and 
then finally removing all wood to leave a 
ring still mounted on the chuck.  

The next demo was turning an epoxy 
ring, essentially turned the same way as the 
wooden ring. Filler material used for making 
the ring could be the following: 

1) An epoxy filler product called 
“antiquities” which can be purchased 
online. For the exact website, contact 
Bob Hazel or do a search for epoxy 
filler. 

2) A marble adhesive product called 
Abrastuk can be purchased online at 
the following website: 
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http://www.rossinimarble.com/page35.htm 
or at a number of tile shops. 
 

3) Loctite Epoxy which can be 
purchased at Home Depot. This is a 
5-minute setting epoxy. 

 
For turning your epoxy ring, you want to 
make the form first. Mount your collar blank 
on a screw chuck, measure the vessel 
opening with a gauge as before, and then 
remove wood, constantly checking the 
diameter to make sure it matches the vessel 
opening. The idea is to essentially turn a 
mold into which you will then pour your 
inlay epoxy material. In addition to the 
epoxy, you can also add color dye, chalk, 
sparkle material, etc. After the poured inlay 
dries, you mount the piece back on to the 
screw chuck. You then turn the piece so that 
you are removing the surrounding wood to 
expose the epoxy ring. The finished ring 
should then fit right on to the lip on the top 
of your turned vessel.  
 
JUNE WORKSHOP 

The workshop was held Saturday, 
June 14th at Waldo Collins workshop. 
Attendance was good with around 20 
members present. After coffee and donuts, 
Waldo gave an excellent demo on using the 
Vega Lathe Duplicator to duplicate a tool 
handle. He explained how to first create a 
template of the tool. He then mounted a 
blank on his lathe and then using the 
template, turned a tool handle with an 
approximate 1 1/18th inch diameter cylinder 
to the exact dimensions of the template. 

The second part of the workshop was 
a brief  informal demo given by Bob Hazel 
on turning a “cheater box” which was quite 
interesting and seemed not all that hard to 
do. You may see more of these appearing on 
the Instant Gallery. 

To end the workshop, a discussion 
was held on the guild’s project of turning 
ornaments for a Christmas tree, with 
proceeds from the turnings going toward 
some hospital or charity. Ideas for the 
turnings were discussed which included 

some sea urchin shells donated by Barrie 
Reed. One can turn finials which could then 
be glued to the shell which would form the 
body of the ornament.  

All turned ornaments must be 
completed by October 1st.  
 
 
INSTANT GALLERY 
Bob Hazel 
Fluted purpleheart lidded vessel. 
MaryAnn Hart 
A maple cutting board with knife. 
Jan Misitis 
Small Norfolk Island Pine vase with flower. 
Chris Watzich 
Norfolk Island Pine lidded vessel finished in 
tung oil. 
Jamaican dogwood vase with lapis inlay. 
Sabicu lidded vessel finished in deft and 
tung oil. 
Tropical Almond vase finished in deft and 
tung oil. 
Tom Cross 
Boxelder box. 
Unkwood bowl finished in deft. 
Citrus bowl finished in deft. 
Joe Self 
Mahogany salad bowl set with burn-
decoration and olive oil finish. 
Carol Moppert 
Pithecellobium dule carved bowl. 
Pithecellobium dule vase. 
Jay Hakerem 
Mahogany bowl and saucer. 
James Roman 
Name on instant gallery log, no item listed 
next to name and this editor cannot 
remember what was displayed. 
 
 
BRING BACK 

The bring back was won by Tom 
Cross. He won a nice diamond-wood pen 
turned by Julie Smith. The pen was 
presented in its own box.  

David Freundlich spoke briefly about 
the bring back. The reality of the bring back 
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is that there are varying skills of turning 
members and that the idea is to do the best 
that you can. It’s a good idea for everyone to 
take a ticket and participate.  

This month’s meeting set a record 
for number of bring back tickets taken: 20! 
 
 
TREE OF THE MONTH 
Box Elder (Acer negundo of the family 
Aceraceae) is a true maple. Boxelder even 
today is tapped for its sweet sap, which is 
made into syrup and sugar. This is especially 
true in its western range, where the preferred 
sugar maple fails to grow. Boxelder's 
comparatively soft, light wood never 
attained the woodworking status of the hard 
and often distinctively grained sugar maple.  
Throughout most of its range, boxelder 
inhabits stream and river bottoms, and lake 
shorelines. In these moist places, elm, 
hackberry, black walnut, cottonwood, and 
willow make up its neighbors. Except for the 
occasional specimen in the western part of 
its range that grows to 75' tall and a diameter 
of 4', boxelder commonly peaks growth at 
heights of 40-50' and 2-3' diameters. Rarely 
does a boxelder reach 100 years of age. 
Boxelder's pointed leaves resemble those of 
white ash, but with more scallops. Double 
seed pods joined into a v-shape hang on the 
tree's branches from early summer on. At 
first glimpse, boxelder's gray-brown bark 
could also pass for that of white ash - its 
flattened ridges appear similar - except that 
the furrows run much shallower. The wood 
of boxelder, at 27 pounds per cubic foot dry, 
weighs nearly the same as white pine and 
rates as the lightest and weakest of the 
American maples. Close-grained and 
creamy white in color, boxelder tends to be 
brittle. Sometimes a boxelder tree contains 
wood that carries raspberry-colored streaks 
and flecks, a property that woodturners find 
especially appealing for bright bowls, 
slender goblets, and attractive platters. The 
red streaks are composed of a pigment from 
a fungus (Fusarium negundi). 
Woodturners like Boxelder wood, especially 
if it has that nice pink -blush streak in the 

grain. Woodturners report no problems on 
the lathe with boxelder, except in end grain 
where its brittleness can cause problems. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
05/29/08 - 06/30/08       
 
Beginning Balance (05/29/2008)   1,250.65 
 
Revenues 
Membership (1 Indiv.)                        20.00 
 
Total Revenues                                  20.00 
         
Expenses 
(None)  
 
             
Ending Balance (06/30/2008)      1,270.65 
 
 
 
MENTORS: updated 11/2006 
Members who are happy to assist beginners. 
Just make an appointment: 
Ralph Callander 305 251-3993 
Basic Skills, tools 
Tom Cross 305 248-7723 
Bowl Gouge 
David Freundlich 305 256-7805 
Sharpening, Spindle, Natural edge, 
Ikebana, Tools, Bowls 
Bob Hazel 305 253 0357 
Hollow forms, fluting,  
Rick Pixley 954 435-2920 
spindle, Natural edge, Hollow form,  
Segmented 
Joe Roig 305 271-8059 
Bowl from a board 
 
 2008 SFWG Board Members: 
President – Jack Skipper 305-253-1180 
V.President – Julie Smith 305-596-6798 
Treasurer – Ed McSweeny 305-258-5418 
Sec./Editor –  Chris Watzich 305-233-5640 
Board Member – (tools): Ralph Callander  
                                            305-251-3993 
Board Member – (videos): Mary Ann Hart 
                                              305-661-1262 
Historian – Brian Seguin 305-253-1897 
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NEXT MEETING: 
July  10 th, 2008 
Educational Center: 
18180 SW 122nd Ave 
Miami, FL 33177 
US1 or Turnpike--> to Eureka –> turn right 
to SW122 Ave 
 
 
JULY DEMO 
Bob Hazel will continue the ‘turning rings’ 
demo series, this time turning more epoxy 
rings to top your turned vessels. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
South Florida Woodturners Guild 
c/o Chris Watzich 
14845 SW 97 CT. 
Miami, Fl.33176 
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