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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:

Our August meeting was so well
attended we had to send out for more
donuts.  Seriously, thanks to all those that
attended, and especially to the guests that
came and are considering wood turning as
their new hobby.  We had several people
that stopped by, took a look, shook their
heads and wondered what kind of yard sale
is this? Thanks to those that brought wood
for the raffle.  The raffle added a little cash
to the coffers and a lot of wood changed
hands.  Thanks also to those that brought
lathes and demo’ed their turning skills.
  Our next meeting is September 4 at
Robert Morgan School.  At this point it
looks like Gustav is going to bypass South
Florida, but Hannah (Hanna) is another story
(storm), so we’ll keep in touch if we have
any weather problems that will affect our
meeting.

Bob and Kathy Hazel are hard at
work preparing information about this year’s
Ramble.  The dates this year are November
8, 9.   Bob will keep everyone updated by
email and at the meetings.  Time to get that
inventory turned and finished.

See you at the meeting
Jack

  .

GUESTS:
Bob Egan
Brian Williams
Mike Liotti

.
Attendance, considering the heat and
humidity of an August morning, was quite
good at 28 members in addition to the
guests.

NEW BUSINESS
Interim President Jack Skipper

opened the meeting by discussing the Rolly
Munro hollowing tool which the guild has
purchased. Joe Self uses the Munro
hollowing tool and briefly explained how to
use the tool and how to sharpen it. For his
tool he uses a Kelton interchangeable
handle. Joe emphasized that this tool is for
precise cuts. When used properly, there will
be very little sanding left to do on your
piece. The cutting wheel comes with a cover
on it but one can take this off for more
aggressive cuts. Since it is capable of
aggressively removing wood, there is a
tough learning curve on the use of this tool.

Sharpening is done by using a jig
with a cup wheel. To sharpen, the bevel in
this cup wheel is carefully presented to your
grinder.

Joe then continued with a
demonstration on using the tool for
hollowing a vase. While using the tool, he
again explained how this tool is not for
scraping but in fact is for serious cutting
inside your piece.

AUGUST DEMO/WORKSHOP
There were a number of individual

demonstrations for this month’s meeting.
First on the agenda was a demo Joe Self
gave on using the guild’s Munro hollowing
tool. The wood he turned was Camphor. To
hollow the vase he offset the angle of the
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cutting wheel. Members were then given the
opportunity to step up and try the tool.

In total, there were four lathes set up
for turning. Bob Hazel did a demo on
turning a “cheater” box. Two separate pieces
are turned which then are glued together.
The only tool he used for shaping the
outside and hollowing was a parting tool. A
top finial can then be turned and glued to
that piece. This could be one method for
turning your Christmas tree ornament. After
nearly completing his box, Bob proceeded to
blow his piece up on the lathe.

INSTANT GALLERY
Jay Hakerem
Two bowls with inlaid color
Bob Hazel
Unk wood lidded form.
Palm napkin holder with assorted rings
inside the holder.
Amboyna Burl fluted lidded vessel.
Tom Cross
Camphor vase finished in deft.
Chris Watzich
Apple wood vase finished in deft & tung oil.
Unk wood (maybe avacado?) bowl finished
in deft and 6 coats of tung oil.
Gary Venema
Norfolk Island Pine vase finished in tung oil.
An unfinished natural rim mahogany bowl.
Joe Self
An assortment of turned ornaments.
A tamarind, maple, and purple heart lidded
vessel.
Jan Misitis
Walnut ornaments with turned dowels for
the tops of the ornaments.
Mahogany ornaments also with turned
dowels incorporated into the ornament.

BRING BACK
There was again some excellent
participation in the bring back with 20
members taking their chances. The winner
was Phil Brodsky (he can thank Bob Hazel
who was holding his ticket). He won a small
maple bowl turned by Jack Skipper.

TREE OF THE MONTH
The Yew tree, Taxus baccata,

originates anywhere from Britain to N.Iran.
The tree’s bark is reddish brown and scaly.
Branches ascending to drooping; twigs
irregularly alternate, green or yellow-green
when young, reddish brown in age. Leaves
often appearing 2-ranked, flexible; stomates
abaxial, in 2 broad, pale bands; apex soft-
pointed, mucronate, not sharp to touch; resin
canal absent. The male trees flower late
Winter or early Spring, producing very
small catkins with abundant pollen borne on
the wind. Only one seed is formed from
each female flower. The fruit grow on the
female trees through the Summer and the
single hard seed is partly embedded in a
pulpy, conspicuous and bright red berry or
aril which show up from early September.
Of particular interest are the leaves of the
yew are now used to produce a drug which
inhibits cancer cell growth permanently,
called taxol. Note: leaves, bark and seeds
are poisonous do not ingest.  The flesh of the
berries can be used as a laxative and a
diuretic. Taxol is anti-cancer as it stops cell
mutation. Taxol is extracted from the leaves
of cultivated species. Historically it was
used as a cardiac stimulant, and an
abortifacient.

Habitat:  Prefers chalky soils, and
limestones soils but can adapt to most
environments. A good example can be found
at Muckross, in Killarney National Park, on
the limestone pavement.

Flowering period: The male trees
flower late Winter or early Spring,
producing very small catkins with abundant
pollen borne on the wind. Only one seed is
formed from each female flower. The fruit
grow on the female trees through the
Summer and the single hard seed is partly
embedded in a pulpy, conspicuous and
bright red berry or aril which show up from
early September.

Longevity: The oldest tree in Europe
is said to be the Fortingall Yew of
Fortingall, Scotland, near Loch Tay. It is
3,000 years old and presently lives
surrounded by a cast iron fence in a
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churchyard. It is 56 1/2 feet in
circumference, the heartwood is missing.

History: The oldest known wooden
implement is a spear made of yew wood,
about 50,000 years old, from Clacton-on-
Sea, England.  Archeological excavations
have found yew bows and knives in Swiss
lake dwellings from 10,000 years ago.
Historically, yew bows were the weapon of
choice for both hunting and warfare
throughout most of Europe until the
invention of firearms. The wood of the
English Yew was used for bows by Celtic
and Teutonic warriors, a practice which
eventually led to the demise of the great
Yew forests of Western Europe. In Teutonic
areas the Yew had important symbolic
significance. A judge's staff was made of its
wood and Yew was planted in graveyards as
a form of protection from malevolent spirits.
Its needles were also used in rituals to
communicate with the dead. Yew was also
employed as a poison, used for
assassination, suicide, as an arrow poison,
and to poison fish and mammals.

Due to its hardness, it was used for
shuttles, cogs, axle-trees, and pulley-pins.
The colorful wood (red heartwood, white
sapwood) was used to veneer furniture, to
make lute bodies, bowls, tankards, combs,
tool handles, pegs, and various art objects. It
was used in many ways by various religions,
and certain yew objects such as drinking-
cups are still regarded as having a certain
spiritual potency.

You will see Yew in the September
Instant Gallery.

WOOD RAFFLE
The wood raffle was quite

successful. The revenue generated was
$125. There was an abundance of wood,
some of which had potential for good
outcomes. Some of the wood available was
mahogany, sapodilla, tamarind, golden
shower tree and apple wood.

TREASURER’S REPORT
SOUTH FLORIDA WOODTURNERS GUILD
07/31/08 - 08/29/08

Beginning Balance (07/31/2008)   1,163.01

Revenues
Dues (3 indiv.)                                    60.00
Wood Raffle                                     125.00

Total  Revenues                               185.00

Expenses
Newsletter (3 months)                         20.00

Total Expenses                                  20.00

Adjustment (Revenue – expense)   165.00

Ending Balance (08/29/2008)      1,328.01

MENTORS: updated 11/2006

Members who are happy to assist beginners.
Just make an appointment:
Ralph Callander 305 251-3993
Basic Skills, tools
Tom Cross 305 248-7723
Bowl Gouge
David Freundlich 305 256-7805
Sharpening, Spindle, Natural edge,
Ikebana, Tools, Bowls
Bob Hazel 305 253 0357
Hollow forms, fluting,
Joe Roig 305 271-8059
Bowl from a board

 2008 SFWG Board Members:
President – Jack Skipper 305-253-1180
V.President – Julie Smith 305-596-6798
Treasurer – Ed McSweeny 305-258-5418
Sec./Editor –  Chris Watzich 305-233-5640
Board Member – (tools): Ralph Callander
                                            305-251-3993
Board Member – (videos): Mary Ann Hart
                                              305-661-1262
Historian – Brian Seguin 305-253-1897



Page - 4

RAMBLE UPDATE
Three word documents concerning

this year’s Ramble event will be e-mailed
this weekend. Please take the time to read
them and bring any questions you may have
to Thursday’s meeting.

NEXT MEETING:
September 4th, 2008
Educational Center:
18180 SW 122nd Ave
Miami, FL 33177
US1 or Turnpike--> to Eureka –> turn right
to SW122 Ave

South Florida Woodturners Guild
c/o Chris Watzich
14845 SW 97 CT.
Miami, Fl.33176

SEPTEMBER DEMO
The September demo will be turning a
goblet with rings presented by Joe Roig.
This is a very unique, creative demo which
you will not want to miss.
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