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SOUTH FLORIDA WOODTURNERS GUILD
A CHAPTER OF THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF WOODTURNERS

NOVEMBER 2008 NEWSLETTER – VOL 21 NUMBER 11

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:
I hope everyone survived the tricks

of Halloween and had an opportunity to fill
your candy baskets to the brim, but more
importantly I hope each of us will exercise
our right and privilege to vote.  I already
have, it took about 2 hours, best 2 hours I’ve
spent in a long time.

Our November meeting will be
exciting; we’re meeting at Steve’s Miller’s
studio. That’s what a garage shop is called
when you go professional.  Steve will give
us a tour, demonstrate tools and techniques
and maybe give some tips on “how to sell”.
Don’t miss it. An Email will be sent shortly
with his address and all the particulars.

Our business meeting will be short
but necessary.  We’ll answer last minute
RAMBLE questions and have a report from
the nominating committee.
See you at the meeting
Jack

GUESTS:
Mike Friend

NEW BUSINESS

Ramble Update
Ramble coordinator Bob Hazel

discussed the upcoming Ramble event:
Setup begins at 1:30 pm, Friday, November
7th. Anyone who wants can participate.
Enter at the south gate entrance to Fairchild.
On Saturday and Sunday, November 8th and
9th, the south gate will open at 7:00 am. If
you are participating with the guild, you are

advised to be there at this time. When you
enter at the entrance gate, give your name to
the event staff. You will then get your ID
badges at the guild’s tent. We will get things
set up and ready. Your turned pieces should
be on the shelves and tables  by 8:15 am.
The placement committee will begin
checking in your turnings at 8:00am.
The public will be coming in at 9:30am.
Coffee and donuts will be at the volunteer
refreshment tent.

Ralph will be bringing the
refreshment drinks and the cooler and ice.
Electrical cords will be brought by Joe Self
and Ralph. Lathes available will be the two
guild’s lathes, one large lathe brought by Joe
Self, Ralph’s mini-lathe and Mitch Wolok
will be there with his mini-lathe. New
members can hang out in the Demo tents
and are encouraged to try their hands at the
guild’s lathes, time permitting.

The sales logs have been e-mailed
and you are encouraged to fill these out
online. Record your entire personal ID
(three initials of your name) on the sales log,
your name, and all the items you plan on
selling along with their price. Your personal
ID along with the price should be written on
your tag and then placed on the bottom of
your piece. Your tax ID is not required on
the sales log. If you are submitting your log
handwritten, please make sure that it is
legible. Make the log out in triplicate, one
for the placement committee, one for the
sales table and one for yourself.
Cashiering will be done by Brian Seguin
with assistance from Jeff Price. Ed
McSweeny will be available as backup.
Assistance will also be needed for ‘bagging
and tagging’ which takes place at the sales
table. Bob passed around a ‘work but not
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selling log’ for those who will be helping
with selling in the tent, demos, and bagging
& tagging. Remember, you must work a
minimum of 3 hours a day if you are
participating with the guild at the event.

For those who signed up to demo,
bring some wood and your tools. The guild’s
grinder will be there for sharpening your
tools. For insurance purposes, only those
who are AAW members will be allowed to
demo.

If you have any questions, contact
Bob Hazel at 305-253-0357.

2009 SFWG Board Members
The nominating committee will present a
report on the 2009 Board member
nominations at the November meeting.
Voting for the members will be held at this
time.

New name tags were brought to the
meeting by Waldo Collins.

Ed McSweeny mentioned that there
would be wood available at the next
meeting. It is wood donated by Jack Fisher
and some wood from Gerry Parlato.

The Christmas ornament project is
on hold right now. There is currently no
outlet to for donating any turnings to.

The December 4th SFWG meeting
will be the annual holiday party. Bring your
favorite culinary delights to the meeting and
enjoy a cholesterol/saturated fat blowout.

OCTOBER DEMO
The demo was a discussion on toxic wood
by Ed McSweeny. He had two books
available to look at; ‘The Real Wood Bible’
and ‘World Woods in Color’. Ed
emphasized that all woods can be harmful,
one way or another. Wood can affect your
eyes, skin, hair, etc. A comprehensive list of
toxic wood regarding reaction, site, potency,
source and incidence was distributed.
Most dense woods tend to be toxic. Toxicity
is generally caused by a chemical in the
wood itself or from the wood dust which

causes allergic reactions. As an example,
western red cedar is very toxic, capable of
causing severe reactions in people. In
redwood, the problem tends to be splinters
which when penetrating the skin, can cause
dangerous infections. Oleander can be very
toxic due to the toxicity of the sap. The
smoke from burning the wood is toxic.
Women’s tongue dust can cause sneezing,
coughing and respiratory problems.
Jamaican dogwood contains rotinone which
can affect blood circulation and has been
used by people to catch fish. East Indian
rosewood can be toxic with irritating
respiratory effects and leaves a bad taste in
the mouth when working with it. The leaves
and bark from Mimosa can cause nausea and
malaise. Mango and Florida holly both carry
chemicals in the sap which can cause
allergic skin reactions such as itchy red
spots. Poisonwood is well known for its
danger. The wood itself is not toxic but the
leaves and sap are. Before turning the wood
you must get rid of that to avoid toxic
exposure. Local poisonwood, common in
South Florida hammocks,  gives a reaction
similar to poison ivy. Exposure of the skin
to its sap can cause blisters. You should
wear long sleeves and pants if you are
walking in a hammock. China berry is
widespread and common in the Southwest.
It has lacey leaves and lavender flowers. The
berries of this tree are poisonous. When
working with lacewoods, you must
absolutely wear respiratory and skin
protection if the wood is freshly cut.
Greenheart wood can be nasty to work with.
The wood is very hard and has a metallic
taste when working with it. Chemicals from
this wood are known to kill marine
organisms.

Ed presented a very informative,
descriptive lecture on all this wood toxicity
around us and that information should be
very useful in preventing or minimizing this
toxicity when turning and preparing the
blanks that we turn. In summary, know the
wood you are working with and know its
potential toxicity. Your health depends upon
it.

.
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INSTANT GALLERY
Jay Hakerem
.Applewood bowl with inlay.
Two Norfolk Island Pine bowls.
Two pepper mills turned from purpleheart
and cocobola.
Bob Hazel
Norfolk Island Pine lidded vessel.
Black Cherry lidded vessel with acorns and
leaf top.
Baing burl flutted lidded vessel.
Chris Watzich
Norfolk Island Pine vessel finished in tung
oil.
Yew tree vase finished in deft and tung oil.
Joe Dion
Golden shower tree bowl.
Mahogany bowl finished in deft.
Maryann Hart
Turned mahogany ornaments.
Jan Misitis
Unkwood (mahogany?) bowl.

BRING BACK
John Scholtz won the bring back which was
a turned flower and stem by Mitch Haness.
There were 12 participants in the bring back.

TREE OF THE MONTH
Greenheart (chlorocardium rodiei) an olive-
green to blackwood from northern South
America, has an usual tendency to split apart
so quickly and with such force that pieces of
the log can fly when air hits the saw kerf.
Explosive as well as poisonous, greenheart
does have some good qualities -- like
durability that rivals teak's. In addition to
Greenheart’s explosive tendency, all who
work the wood also must avoid getting
splinters. That's because greenheart, while
nontoxic and nonirritating to the touch,
somehow causes severe infection when
splinters of it penetrate the skin. It is pretty
wood and ranks second only to teak in its
natural resistance to marine borers and other

insects attacks. Its heartwood is highly
resistant to attack by fungi, marine borers
and dry-wood termites, and that makes the
wood popular for marine and ship
construction. It is  also used in docks, piling,
revetments, lock gates, handrails and jetties,
wharves, canal locks, marinas and
breakwaters. It is also used for mine work
and decking of all kinds. Greenheart also has
high shock resistance, great crushing
strength, a high density, and takes a polish
with little effort. Before man-made
materials, fishing rod makers liked
greenheart because it bent without breaking.

TREASURER’S REPORT
09/30/08 - 10/31/08

Beginning Balance (09/30/2008) $1,307.07

Revenues
Dues (1 indiv.)                                      5.00

Total  Revenues                                   5.00

Expenses
Munro Hollowing Tool                     311.55

Total Expenses                                311.55

Adjustment (Revenue – expense)  (306.55)

Ending Balance (10/31/2008)    $1,000.52

MENTORS: updated 11/2006

Members who are happy to assist beginners.
Just make an appointment:
Ralph Callander 305 251-3993
Basic Skills, tools
Tom Cross 305 248-7723
Bowl Gouge
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David Freundlich 305 256-7805
Sharpening, Spindle, Natural edge,
Ikebana, Tools, Bowls
Bob Hazel 305 253 0357
Hollow forms, fluting,
Joe Roig 305 271-8059
Bowl from a board

 2008 SFWG Board Members:
President – Jack Skipper 305-253-1180
V.President – Julie Smith 305-596-6798
Treasurer – Ed McSweeny 305-258-5418
Sec./Editor –  Chris Watzich 305-233-5640
Board Member – (tools): Ralph Callander
                                            305-251-3993
Board Member – (videos): Mary Ann Hart
                                              305-661-1262
Historian – Brian Seguin 305-253-1897

South Florida Woodturners Guild
c/o Chris Watzich
14845 SW 97 CT.
Miami, Fl.33176

NEXT MEETING:
November 6th , 2008
Steve Miller residence16020 SW 80th Ave.
Miami. 305-255-2241

NOVEMBER DEMO
As part of the demo this month, Steve Miller
will be showing his shop, lathe, tools and his
turnings. Please be sure to bring your own
chair for the meeting.
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