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MARCH 2009 NEWSLETTER – VOL 22 NUMBER 3

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:
The workshop at Waldo’s was well

attended and everyone that attended had a
chance to talk to friends and learn some new
skills. I want to thank Waldo for his
hospitality for hosting  the meeting and
everyone that helped in getting the
workshop together.  We started out with Joe
Roig’s hollowing demo using the Jameson
system. Once that was well underway we
started the other demo centers with
beginning bowl turning, pen turning and
Barrie’s rose engine lathe. There was time
for beginners to do some hands on turning
with Tom Cross and Ralph Callender as
instructors.  We also had a lot of good
turning wood brought in for the wood raffle
and many members walked away with
enough wood to keep them busy for some
time.  I still have some ambrosia maple that
I could cut up into smaller pieces if someone
wants to try to turn some of it. Give me a
call if you are interested. I hope that we can
continue to do some wood exchanges in the
future to expand our skills and build up our
inventory of new turned pieces.

In case you missed the earlier e-mail,
I want to remind all members of the
Celebration of  Suzie Lessard’s  life on
Saturday evening Match 7th  starting at 5pm.
and continuing until whenever.  There will
be a pot luck dinner under a tent and on the
patio. I hope that many of you can join my
wife and me at Bill’s home to show our
support individually and as a wood turner
member.

The Native Plant Society has invited
the guild to participate in their upcoming
show to be held on the weekend of March
14th. This looks like a good way to get our
message out to the public and another venue

to sell some of our turnings.  Jay will have
more information and will sign up people to
participate at  our  March 5th meeting.

Hope to see all of you at the meeting and
keep turning.

 Don

GUESTS:
Steven Mandel,
Bill Gehring,
Mary Galivan,
Madeline Galivan,
 Karla Nunez,
Tito Torrent,
Miles Black,
Bob Salvetti,
Vincent Difrenna,
Roger Stephens

Attendance:  42

NEW BUSINESS
Don Vande Hei opened the meeting

talking about the mentoring program and
workshops which are held throughout the
year. Mentors, listed in the newsletter are
more than willing to donate their time to
teaching new members the skills,
techniques, and tools necessary for
successful woodturning.  Call them in
advance to arrange an appropriate time for
turning sessions. The workshops offer an
excellent opportunity for new and regular
members to learn new techniques in an
informal atmosphere. Don also explained
what the Bring Back is and the availability
of woodturning videos and literature through
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the guild. Contact Mary Ann Hart, the guild
librarian, for signing anything out.

Don also spoke about the need for
the guild to bring in new members and get
the word out to the public through more
venues in which we can demo and exhibit
our turnings. Keep your eyes and ears open
for additional events which we could
participate in. One such event would be the
Miami-Dade County Fair & Exposition. Jan
Misitis mentioned that certain events in
Coral Gables might be an idea but the last
time that the woodcarvers presented that
idea to the city of Coral Gables it was not
well received.

Don then bought up the idea about
having a new position in the guild for
creating a coordinator, go-to person who
would volunteer to find new venues and
events for the guild to participate in.
Ana Calvar volunteered for this post.

John Scholtz offered to be a pen-
turning mentor for the guild. He has the
tools, machine, venue and experience for
teaching those would-be pen turners out
there.

.

OLD BUSINESS
On the subject of new additional

events, Jack Skipper spoke about the family
oriented event held this year at Biscayne
National Park at the Dante Fascel visitor’s
center. Approximately 140 parents and kids
were there. Jack and David Freundlich
attended the event, did some turning on a
lathe and spoke to the public about the
guild’s harvesting wood from trees that had
already been cut.

Gary Venema gave a verbal
treasurer’s report. The guild’s balance is
essentially what was articulated in the
February newsletter, $2,512. Gary
mentioned that this years membership dues
have been past due since January 1st.

Wood Available:  Don mentioned
the Avacado Grove which had recently been
cut down and a large amount of wood from
that is available to the guild. He displayed

some avacado and warned that the wood
does move and will tend to warp somewhat.

FEBRUARY DEMO
Jay Hakarem presented this month’s

demo on pen turning. He began by showing
a perfume pen as an idea of what kind of pen
you can turn. Jay begins the process by drill
a hole in the blank with a drill press. The
two blanks (cut from the parent 5” blank)
are then mounted on a Mandrel with a collet
allowing the turner to tighten the blanks
with it. After mounting the blanks, you
insert the mandrel into the headstock. Jay
explained that you can download
instructions off the internet on pen turning
including how to handle the mandrel.

Using a small roughing gouge, Jay
then turned the two blanks. John Scholtz
then explained that you turn the wood down
to the bushings (at the top of the pen, the
middle, and the bottom). Jay turned the two
blanks down to the bushings and then
sanded the wood. About three pens and be
turned in an hour once you have learned the
process. In conclusion, he then uses CA glue
and a press to put the final product together.

BRING BACK
There were 19 “takers” for the bring

back which was a set of lamp and candle
holders (two separate rings on one piece)
turned by Waldo Collins. Winner of the
bring back was Gary Venema.

INSTANT GALLERY
James Roman
A lysoloma hollow form.
Spalted mahogany hollow form.
Jay Hakarem
Norfolk Island Pine candle stick holder.
Bowl of segmented wood.
A Norfolk Island spiral carved vase.
A square bowl finished with shellac.
Bob Hazel
Canary Island Palm vase with prupleheart
top.
Eucalyptus vase with ebony top (no finish,
just a Beal system buffing).
Afzelia Burl carved lidded vessel.
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Chris Watzich
Norfolk Island Pine cake dish finished in
deft and tung oil.
Brazilian beauty leaf vase.
Tom Cross
Mahogany natural edge bowl.
Rosewood goblet.
A Norfolk Island Pine bowl.
Tamarind bowl.
Dipithecelobium dulce bowl.
Joe Self
A mixed wood box.
A large Norfolk Island Pine bowl with poly
finish.
Joe Roig
Norfolk Island Pine hollow form (Jameison
boring system was used).
Albezia hollow form.
Gary Venema
Norfolk Island Pine vessel finished with
wipe-on poly.
A turned stick pen.
Lynn Berk
A spalted Apple Blossom Casia Apothecary
jar.
Ralph Callander
Small goblet with captive rings of Sabicu.
Small Brazilian Beauty Leaf vessel.
A square bowl.
Tito Torrent
Three turned hats.

SFWG TOOLS
Any tools checked out at the last meeting or
prior to that should be returned at the March
meeting to Ralph Callander. Some new
members have requested to check out the
guild’s tools. Thanks for your assistance.

TREASURER’S REPORT
No report submitted.
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Pictures courtesy of Jack Skipper
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MENTORS: updated 11/2006
Members who are happy to assist beginners.
Just make an appointment:
Ralph Callander 305-251-3993
Basic Skills, tools
Tom Cross 305-248-7723
Bowl Gouge
David Freundlich 305-256-7805
Sharpening, Spindle, Natural edge,
Ikebana, Tools, Bowls
Bob Hazel 305-253 0357
Hollow forms, fluting,
Joe Roig 305-271-8059
Bowl from a board
Bob Gonzalez 305-386-9793
Turning Pens

2008 SFWG Board Members:
President – Don Vande Hei 305-245-7578
V.President – Jay Hakarem 305-610-3150
Treasurer – Gary Venema 954-680-9760
Sec./Editor –  Chris Watzich 305-233-5640
Board Member – (tools): Ralph Callander
                                            305-251-3993
Board Member – (videos): Mary Ann Hart
                                              305-661-1262
Historian – Brian Seguin 305-253-1897

___________________________________
South Florida Woodturners Guild
c/o Chris Watzich
14845 SW 97 CT.
Miami, Fl.33176

NEXT MEETING:
March 5th , 2009
Educational Center:
18180 SW 122nd Ave
Miami, FL 33177
US1 or Turnpike--> to Eureka –> turn right
to SW122 Ave

MARCH DEMO
Chris Watzich will demo orientation and
turning Norfolk Island Pine to display the
knots in a bowl and vase.
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