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SOUTH FLORIDA WOODTURNERS GUILD
A CHAPTER OF THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF WOODTURNERS

MAY 2009 NEWSLETTER – VOL 22 NUMBER 5

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:
April has been a busy month for the

guild with two events. Tom came through as

promised with great weather and a great

location for our picnic. Thanks Tom and

Dee, it was wonderful.

 Many people arrived early so they

had a chance to do some turning. Everyone

enjoyed the good fellowship, and lots of

great food. Several people asked about our

caterer so I am passing it along to anyone

that is interested.  Arthur James, can be

reached by phone at 305-484-9409.

The second event was the Earth Day

Celebration at Metro Zoo.  Again, the

weather was good, with a strong breeze both

days and lots of sunshine. Those of us that

attended had a good time turning and

learning from the more experienced

members. Ralph spent a lot of time helping

people hone their tool sharpening skills and

Jay with Gary’s help managed to get a bowl

core out of a nice piece of wild tamarind and

Chris was busy roughing out several pieces.

David managed the sales tent and made

some nice saves as the wind blew a turning

off the shelf every so often. Sales were very

slow but the zoo people promised to relocate

us closer to the center of activity next year. I

plan on going to the zoo soon to check out

possible places and then talk to the zoo

people and the Flowering Tree Society about

an area with more traffic. All in all we had a

good time and everyone said that they would

be ready to go back again next year.

Keep turning and try something new

this month.  Don

GUESTS: No guests were in attendance.

Attendance: 33

NEW BUSINESS
First on the agenda was the

upcoming purchase of a Tent Light combo
from the OBN company for the purpose of
creating a shadow less lighting environment,
ideal for the display of our turnings under
the tent in addition to be an ideal
environment for photography. A printout of
the 36” x 17” light tent combo sold by the
web-based OBN company was passed
around for scrutiny. The sales price on the
printout was $184.99. A motion was made
to vote on the purchase of the tent lights.
The motion was seconded and then passed
by majority vote.

Don Vande Hei brought in a block of
1” thick high molecular plastic available to
the members for whatever use one could
find for it. One could possibly use it for
making non-scarring jaws in a chuck.
Don mentioned that Craft Supply, Packard
and Woodcraft catalogs were available for
those who needed any. The Woodcraft
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catalog had coupons in addition to discounts
provided for Penn State. Don then asked if
there was any objection to an e-mail list
which would be provided to Woodcraft for
the purposes of e-mailing coupons,
discounts, etc. There was no objection to
such a list but if you would like to be
removed from the list, please notify the
board.

It was announced that Bob Hazel
won 1st place in woodturning and carving at
the Miami Dade County Exposition this
year.

Flyers for the Georgia Association of
Woodturners 2009 Symposium, to be held
September 18-20th, and the 2009 North
Carolina Woodturning Symposium on
October 23-25th were distributed by Don.

A comprehensive, accurate, e-mail
list of paid members is currently being
drafted by this editor along with the help of
Gary Venema. After the May 1st, deadline,
all non-paid members will be deleted from
the list. The updated list will then be e-
mailed to all members as a word doc which
should then be used for all future
communications.

The upcoming SFWG picnic on
April 18th was discussed. The Caterer will
be Arthur James, who has done the past two
years picnics. The average cost to the guild
is approximately $12 per person. A sign-up
list for attendance was passed around.

Tom Cross led a discussion about the
upcoming MetroZoo Earth Day event
sponsored by the Flowering Tree Society, to
be held on April 25th & 26th. A sign up list
for those planning on attending was passed
around.

Waldo Collins will make more guild
ID badges based upon the list that was being
passed around and provided to him.

Tom Cross mentioned that there is
still some Ambrosia burl at his house that
you are welcome to.

Honorable mention was given to
Ralph Callander who represented the guild
at this year’s Miami-Dade County
Exposition. A round of applause ensued for
Ralph’s efforts.

Ed McSweeny spoke briefly about
the Austin Texas woodturner’s guild and
their interesting website. Former SFWG
member Gerry Wittaker is a member of this
guild.

BRING BACK
There were 21 “takers” in the Bring

Back. This month it was won by James
Roman. He won a small, simple, dipping
bowl turned by David Golzbein.

APRIL DEMO
The April demo, Ornamental

Turning on a Rose Engine Lathe, was given
by member Barrie Reed. He began by
distributing handouts on Ornamental
Turning. Barrie began by giving a little
history on the Rose Engine lathe which
originated back in the 16th and 17th century.
It became known as a Rose Engine because
it was used to produce surface decorations,
particularly roses, on earthenware and
stoneware in 17th century England.
What does the Rose Engine do?
- it can oscillate the headstock, both

forward and backward.
- it has pumping action which moves the

headstock back and forth.
- it is a reasonably cheap way of doing

designs on wood other than turning.
You can assemble your own moving
headstock through buying a kit, considerably
cheaper than buying a $1,200 machine,
although the expensive machine will be
much better than the kit-assembled one.

Barrie explained that there are
different rosettes available which impart the
back and forth motion of the headstock.
For assembling your own machine you will
need a motor assembly for the cutting blades
(approximately $300), a slide rest (about
$100), a quick change tool post if you want
your design to look good, and a 4 jaw chuck.

Barrie then explained how you can
do phasing, which changes where your
design starts on the lathe. When working the
machine, you can relax the headstock and
then change the phase which will therefore
change the design. Barrie then showed the
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different kinds of cutting blades that you can
use. When demonstrating the machine, he
explained how he was actually cutting
through the veneers on the piece he was
turning.

Barrie then proceeded to demonstrate
the patterns on the veneer blank he was
turning and that pumping and oscillating
motion of the headstock he used to create
the patterns. See the photos in a separate e-
mailing to view this machine and his
technique.

INSTANT GALLERY
Jay Hakerem
Natural edge mahogany bowl.
James Roman
Albizia bowl.
Java Plum vase.
Gary Venema
Spalted Norfolk Island Pine vase.
Open mahogany bowl.
Bob Hazel
Fluted Norfolk Island Pine lidded hollow
form.
Mahogany lidded form with ebony top.
Bottle brush burl lidded form.
Lynn Berk
Camphor bowl.
Small yellow heart bowl.
Unkwood bowl.
Ralph Callander
Tamarind hollow form.
Sabicu something or other form.
A non-descript work in progress.
Tristan Holland
Burned out dade county pine bowl.
Small Dade County Pine bowl.
Mahogany bowl.
David Golzbein
Tamarind bowl.
Stephen Mandell
Turned wood and acrylic pens.
Chris Watzich
Norfolk Island Pine vase finished in tung oil.
Japonica vase finished in tung oil.
Dade County Pine lidded box finished in
deft and tung oil.

Joe Dion
Large Brazilian Beauty leaf bowl.
Wild tamarind bowl.
Mahogany crotch bowl.
Joe Self
Wild tamarind platter.
Camphor lidded box with box elder top.
Large mahogany bowl with poly finish.
Tom Cross
Large Ambrosia burl bowl with satin deft
finish.

TREASURER’S REPORT
04/01/09                04/30/09

Beginning Balance                  $2,854.98
(03/28/2009)

Revenues
Renewals                                      $80.00

Total Revenues                           $80.00

Expenses
Newsletter (3 month period)         $32.05
Caterer-annual picnic                  $420.00
Drinks/ice Barnes park/Metrozoo $81.15
Earth Day weekend demos
Guild photo light tent setup         $203.69
Total Expenses                           $736.89

Ending Balance (02/28/09)      $2,198.09
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MetroZoo Earth Day – 4/25/09
Pictures courtesy of Gary Venema
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2008 SFWG Board Members:
President – Don Vande Hei 305-245-7578
V.President – Jay Hakarem 305-610-3150
Treasurer – Gary Venema 954-680-9760
Sec./Editor –  Chris Watzich 305-233-5640
Board Member – (tools): Ralph Callander
                                            305-251-3993
Board Member – (videos): Mary Ann Hart
                                              305-661-1262
Historian – Brian Seguin 305-253-1897
Event Coordinator – Ana Calvar
                                              305-525-6464

___________________________________
South Florida Woodturners Guild
c/o Chris Watzich
14845 SW 97 CT.
Miami, Fl.33176

NEXT MEETING
May 7th  2009
Robert Morgan Educational Center:
18180 SW 122nd Ave
Miami, FL 33177
US1 or Turnpike--> to Eureka –> turn right
to SW122 Ave

MAY DEMO
In place of the May demo will be an

excellent opportunity for members to
photograph their turnings with the new Light
Tent system that the guild has purchased.
We should be able to create studio-like
conditions in which to photograph your
turnings. Members are urged to bring in
some choice turnings and their digital
cameras if they have one. If they do not, or
their camera is broken like mine, there will
be members there that would be more than
willing to take pictures of your turnings. As
part of the activity, we can explain to you
how to go about exporting your pictures so
that they can be proudly displayed on the
guild website. This is one of the reasons
why we have a site, right? To display our
creative artistic efforts for everyone else to
see.
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