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SOUTH FLORIDA WOODTURNERS GUILD
A CHAPTER OF THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF WOODTURNERS

JULY 2009 NEWSLETTER – VOL 22 NUMBER 7

VICE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:
Since Don is out of town on

vacation, it has fallen upon me to write this
month’s message. As we all know, hurricane
season is here and we need to be prepared.
The newspapers and all supermarkets  have
check lists needed for preparation. So please
get all your ducks in a row, especially if you
have never been through a hurricane. If we
should get hit by a storm it may be a good
idea to take the membership list and call a
few members who live in your area, in order
to determine if they need help with anything.

I am glad to see that so far this year
we have accepted many new members into
our guild. What impressed me the most
when I joined, is the fact that everyone is so
friendly and willing to help develop new
members’ woodturning skills. I  doubt that I
would have come as far as I have had it not
been for the mentors in our guild. So for all
the new members, take advantage of the
opportunity we all have to learn from these
mentors.

My personal vision is that I would
like to see us participate in more shows,
exhibits, etc. Not only to recruit more
members, but to get exposure and be able to
sell more of our beautiful wood creations.
We have finally obtained a photo lighting kit
with  two tents enabling us to add photos to
our gallery. So bring your turned wood and
your cameras to the next meeting.

Last but not least I would like to ask
for your help in finding
woodturners/members who are willing to
share their talents with us at our monthly
meetings. Therefore, if you are willing to
share with the rest of us and demonstrate
one of your turning skills, or recommend
someone, please let me know.

I realize that it is summer and many
people are on vacation. However, our
meetings are important as well as fun for all
of us, so please make an effort to attend. I
am looking forward to seeing each and
everyone at our July 2nd, 2009 meeting.

 GUESTS: Dale Corton

Attendance:  26

NEW BUSINESS
Don Vane Hei opened the meeting

by explaining the guild’s mentor program.
Next item on the agenda was the guild’s
trailer. The trailer will be stored at Ed
McSweeny’s house during the summer.
According to Ed it can come and go without
a problem and his neighbors are aware of its
storage. Gary Venema advised that the tag
for the trailer expires at the end of  June.

The status of the upcoming summer
meetings was discussed. The school should
be open during the July and August
meetings. The night principal was not
available to confirm this. Enough people
will apparently be in town therefore the
meetings are scheduled to be held. Vice
president Jay Hakarem will conduct the
meetings.

At this point in the meeting, Don
gave away some wood to interested
members. He then spoke about the
upcoming Georgia Association of
Woodturners 2009 Symposium, to be held
September 18-20th, and the 2009 North
Carolina Woodturning Symposium on
October 23-25th and all the amazing things
to see there. He then mentioned that the
American Woodturner magazine journal,
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one of the many benefits of being an AAW
member, may possibly be published 6 times
a year instead of quaterly. In addition to the
great journals published, other benefits of
AAW membership include attending the
symposiums and being covered by the AAW
insurance while turning at events. There are
over 14,000 members in the AAW. The
organization also sends out DVD’s on a
variety of topics to the guild chapters. If you
are a member, you can go the website:
http://www.woodturner.org and view the
many that are posted for purchase and can
even post your own things for sale. There’s
also an online forum for discussion.
Applications for the AAW were made
available at the meeting.

Waldo Collins brought Mangos for
everyone at the meeting.

At this point in the meeting, Don
introduced Lee Sky to the guild. He has
been turning for 9 years, is president of the
Broward guild, and will be presenting this
evenings demo, turning a Lamp Shade.

JUNE DEMO
Turning a lamp shade was presented

by Lee Sky. Before turning the lamp shade,
Lee began by giving some information;
-Finish your lamp shade with a fire-retardant
product which will make the customer feel
safer.
-Lee finishes his shades with different polys
and oils.
-He buys the lamp hardware through a
company in Texas.
-If you have a broken computer, disassemble
it and remove the magnets from the inside.
They are powerful and useful to use under
your lamp stand so that you can be sure that
it doesn’t move/fall from the lathe -THIS
WILL BE EXPLAINED.
-Remember, good lighting is a must!!!
-Use CA glue to glue the wood to your
chuck. Reapply, if necessary.
Lee then explained that you can either
hollow the inside and later shape the outside
or vice versa. If you hollow the inside first,
then you can put a light bulb inside and cut
the outside thinner by seeing the light come

out or you can finish the outside and place
and place a light bulb outside, proceeding to
hollow the inside and judge the wall
thickness by seeing the light from the
outside. Remember, the more light you see
coming from the opposite side, the thinner
your piece. At this point you want to make a
mark where the metal harp will be – just a
marker.

Proceed to cut as much of the inside
as possible with the tailstock still holding
the piece. Always re-chuck your piece since
the wood dries and shrinks while turning.
Spray the wood with water to prevent from
drying so quickly. Do not opt to use a jam
chuck for this project for obvious reasons-
the thinness of the wood with you piece
would probably cause your piece to crack
and break.

Lee finishes his whole piece on the
lathe using linseed oil. He dries his pieces
with a hanger by taking the cardboard out
and simply adjusting the wires to the size of
the lamp shade….no marks are usually left.
If they are, no one will see them because
hardware will be glued (with CA glue)
around the same area.

**you can make a hollowing tool for this
with an extra drill bit :  flatten the point and
sharpen one side. A picture of this can be
found on page 4 of the newsletter.

Lee mentioned that he has a contact
in Harlingen Texas, Keith Holm, who is
more than willing to trade wood for NIP. He
apparently has large quantities of Texas
Ebony and Mesquite.

BRING BACK
There were 16 “takers” in the Bring Back.
Joe self won a Tung wood plate turned by
Mary Ann Hart. On the plate were drawings
of fish which she burned into the wood.



Page - 3

INSTANT GALLERY
Jay Hakerem
Ambrosia maple bowl with worm holes,
finished with walnut oil inside and shellac
outside.
Norfolk Island Pine platter with stand
finished with deft and two coats of  Poly.
A chips and salsa plate/bowl turned from red
tamarind and finished in walnut oil.
A kingwood bowl with tamarind top with
copper green stone topper, both finished
with lacquer.
A short vase of big leaf maple, finished in
deft and shellac.
A manzanita burl bowl, finished with
shellac.
Gary Venema
Natural edge tamarind bowl finished with
spray-on deft.
Natural edge wild tamarind bowl finished
with spray-on deft.
Norfolk Island Pine vase, soaked in linseed
oil and finished with wipe-on poly.
A short rosewood vase finished in lacquer
and oil.
Tristan Holland
Natural edge mahogany open vase.
Joe Dion
A mahogany card holder dish, finished in
deft. Joe displayed his cards made from the
business cards CD that Gary added to the
guild library.
Joe Self
Wild cherry and hard maple UM vase with
Poly finish.
Black Walnut lidded bowl with Poly finish.
Black sassafras pendant with Poly finish..
Tom Cross
A three part Jeanie bottle turned from box
elder, finished in deft.
A box elder bowl/platter with base finished
in deft.
Norfolk Island Pine tortilla platter with lid,
finished in deft.
Small maple bowl, finished in deft.
Joe Roig
Lignum vitae goblet.
A segmented veneer vase with base and lid.
The base is Puerto Rican magnolia and the

lid is cobana negra with satin wood finial,
finished with Danish oil.
Barrie Reed
Pedestal vase with insert (rose engine work
with chopped up colored veneers and
decorated inside with unknown wood,
perhaps walnut.
Lee Sky
Bottle brush tree mushrooms, vase and tippy
top. Lee notes that if you turn bottle brush
green, it will warp. It’s a fun endeavor
though.

TREASURER’S REPORT

05/01/09 05/31/09

Beginning Balance (04/28/2009)        $1,749.50

Expenses
Drozda Finial Star video/Ellsworth hollow
turning video
Shipping  $78.80

Ending Balance (06/26/09)                 $1,670.70     
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LAMP SHADE DEMO
By Lee Sky
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SFWG JUNE INSTANT GALLERY

pictures courtesy of Gary Venema
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2009 SFWG Board Members:
President – Don Vande Hei 305-245-7578
V.President – Jay Hakarem 305-610-3150
Treasurer – Gary Venema 954-680-9760
Sec./Editor –  Chris Watzich 305-233-5640
Board Member – (tools): Ralph Callander
                                            305-251-3993
Board Member – (videos): Mary Ann Hart
                                              305-661-1262
Historian – Brian Seguin 305-253-1897
Event Coordinator – Ana Calvar
                                              305-525-6464

NEXT MEETING
JULY 2nd, 2009
Robert Morgan Educational Center:
18180 SW 122nd Ave
Miami, FL 33177
US1 or Turnpike--> to Eureka –> turn right
to SW122 Ave

JULY DEMO
Joe Roig will be demonstrating:

chucking, reverse chucking, finding the
centers, etc. This will be an excellent
opportunity for those new members who
have been wondering how you do those
things.

EDITOR’S NOTE
A special thanks to Ana Calvar for

taking the June meeting minutes which
made this newsletter possible. Her help is
truly appreciated.
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___________________________________
South Florida Woodturners Guild
c/o Chris Watzich
14845 SW 97 CT.
Miami, Fl.33176
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