
Lee Sky demonstrates holiday ornaments.
Waldo Collins wins “bring back” turning from Tom Cross
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

I hope that by the time you get this
message my wife will be recovering at home
after her heart surgery which will take place
on Tuesday Oct. 20th  at Mount Sinai
Hospital.

I want to remind everyone about the
workshop at Waldo Collins on Saturday Oct.
31st . We will get together about 9:00 and
will last until around 2:00 or later.  The
guild will furnish donuts, coffee, soft drinks
and water. Helen said she would make a pot
of her good chili and you can bring a
sandwich if you want.

New members or prospective
members should plan to attend as we will
have someone demonstrating basic bowl
turning, hollowing, turning ornaments, and
sharpening. Experienced members will be
available to work one on one to provide
expert advice and help with any problems
you have encountered.

We are also going to have a wood
raffle. Go through your wood collection and
pick out some pieces to donate to the raffle.
Any good wood from pen blanks to large
pieces are welcome.  A chain saw will be
available to custom cut the big pieces if you
have a small lathe.   If you need some
turning blanks bring a few bucks and buy
some tickets. They are a dollar each or 6 for
5 dollars. The first ticket drawn gets first
choice, and then second, third, etc. until all
the wood is gone.  All proceeds of the sale
goes to the treasury.

We are going to have a general
discussion in place of the demonstration for
the November meeting so that would be a
good time to discuss some new ideas for
outreach programs, demonstrations, and
workshops that would make our guild more
meaningful to the members. We need your
ideas, bring them and speak up.

The weather man has promised some cooler
weather soon so take advantage of it and get
out and finish turning some pieces for the
Ramble.

Don

GUESTS:
Pat Druschat
Bill Horton
Dana
John

Attendance:  38

NEW BUSINESS
President Don Vande Hei passed

around the SFWG roster for members to
update their demographics. This editor will
then be updating the master and then e-mail
the current roster to the guild. After the e-
mail, if you find any inaccuracies, please
contact the editor.

Don then advised all the new
members and interested guests to hook up
with a mentor to learn the basic skills and
techniques of woodturning. Speaking from
personal experience, this is by far the best
way that you are going to learn how to be a
woodturner. Don then lead a discussion on
eye and face protection. He emphasized the
need to use a face mask for eye  protection
at all times, including the demos we conduct
at the festival events. It was agreed that we
should be policing ourselves on this,
emphasizing safety at all times. Don also
took the opportunity to talk about being
courteous to the demonstrator by keeping
background noise to a minimum at the
meetings. He also talked about using the
video equipment again which has been in
mothballs for quite some time. As an
enhancement, he mentioned that the guild
might want to consider purchasing an LCD
monitor for projecting the demo. The lack of
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a monitor is the primary reason that we have
not been taking advantage of the guilds
video equipment.

Last on the new business agenda was
the need for a volunteer(s) to dothe
photography tent set up for each meeting. It
was resolved that a rotation could be set up
for different members to participate in
setting up the tent. Joe Dion currently has
possession of the tent.

North Carolina Woodturning
Symposium

Don announced that Ralph Callender
will be attending the North Carolina
Woodturning Symposium, which will be
held October 23rd through October 25th. He
will probably be brining back some
interesting ideas, techniques and
experiences. Look for a report from him in
the December newsletter.

GUILD TOOL RETURN
Any members who currently are

borrowing any guild tools should return
them at the November meeting. These tools
will be needed at the Ramble. Please locate
these tools and return them to Ralph
Callender. Your assistance in this is
appreciated.

October Workshop
After a brief discussion, it was

resolved that a workshop will be held at
Waldo Collins residence on Saturday,
October 31st.
Directions and reminder on this workshop
will be e-mailed to the guild. A wood raffle
will be held at the workshop. Several lathes
will be available for turning. Donuts and
coffee will be available for consumption in
massive quantities. Helen mentioned that
she will be bringing her world-famous
Venison chili.. This chili alone is worth the
trip.

Ramble Update
The Ramble update was presented by

coordinator Bob Hazel. Lists for sales,
demos and the sales desk were passed

around. The Ramble dates are November
20th through November 22nd. The annual
Pancake breakfast for volunteers will be
held on Saturday, 10/31/2009 at Fairchild
Gardens. Some changes were announced:
The Ramble event will begin on Friday,
11/20. Gates for Friday and Saturday will be
open at 7:00am. On Sunday, the gates open
at 8:00am. Next years event will have
payment to Fairchild as Vendors instead of
the 30% commission. The vendor rate next
year will be $4,000.

Ralph Callender will handle the ice,
drinks and water in the guild cooler. Joe Self
and Ralph will help supply the electrical
cords. Please be sure to bring your own
comfortable chairs. Bob mentioned that he
needs to know how many lathes members
will bring so that this can be coordinated.

Don then reviewed the necessity to
have insurance made available through
AAW membership in case you wish to demo
at the event. Bob will check with Ed
McSweeny to take inventory on supplies
such as bags, tags and tissue paper.

Please make every effort to fill out
your sales log online, using the sales log file
that has been sent a number of times via e-
mail. Legibility can be ensured this way,
you can print your multiple copies (3
required for the event), and you can easily
make changes to your file.

OCTOBER DEMO
Professional woodturner Lee Sky

presented the October demo, Turning
Ornaments. He began by displaying the
different types of ornaments you can turn
such as angels, bells, birdhouses, light bulbs,
icicle snowmen, ball and finial ornaments,
and medallion ornaments. Lee proceeded
with a number of mini demos involving
some of the ornaments mentioned above:

First demo was a Christmas tree.
Basically you need a parting tool and a
gouge for this. Lee started by making what
he emphasized should be an accurate tennon
for the chuck you are using. You then chuck
your blank, and turn a tapered cone with the
base being at the chuck, tapered down to a
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small boll at the end. While conducting the
demo, a small set screw came off of the tail
stock. Lee paused and mentioned that he
planned it this way [yeah right] so that he
could talk about checking all your
equipment to make sure everything is tight
so that things like this don’t happen. An
interesting interlude. Lee then does one cut
with the 1/8 inch parting tool to highlight the
base. He then uses the parting tool to make
cuts starting at the top and working down to
the base, to make the shape of the tree. Lee
then sands each groove to remove the tear-
outs. He then uses the parting tool and then a
homemade vortex tool to part off the tree.

Next demo was the light bulb demo.
In this demo Lee used a mahogany blank
mounted in a chuck. Turning the blank using
a parting tool, Lee begins to shape it and
then uses a gouge to fine tune the blank into
the shape of a light bulb. Lee then uses the
Permapaque permanent marker for coloring
the light bulb. The Permapaque markers he
uses on his woodturnings  DO NOT BLEED
with whatever finish he  applies. The
markers have been restocked at the Pearls
Arts and Crafts store on Oakland Park Blvd
just West of Dixie Hwy in the city of
Oakland Park , Florida. Getting back to the
light bulb, Lee makes a hole at the top of the
threaded end for the grommet.  While
finishing this demo, Lee advised everyone to
make sure you snap your chuck into the
headstock to prevent it from coming off
while turning.

Demo #3 was turning an Icicle
snowman with a hat. He first tapered the
blank down to the tailstock, and then scored
two lines with the parting tool delineating
the head and the rim of the hat at the
headstock end. At this point, he talked
briefly about holding the tool close to your
body so as to give you more control, a more
relaxed posture, and better leverage. He
went through the motions of doing this to
demonstrate the control of the tool. This is a
very important technique to implement,
especially for the beginners. Lee then
shaped the head and the hat. He uses a
spindle gouge to make some fine cuts and

the final cuts. He then uses the marker to
paint the face, hat and buttons.

Demo #4 was the Birdhouse
ornament. Lee showed a birdhouse ornament
he had turned with a Norfolk Island Pine
base and a Pongam top. He trued up the
blank first, then undercut the rim and
proceeded to turn the lid first. He used a
bowl gouge for fast removal of the wood,
shaping the body of the house with the base
at the headstock and the top at the tailstock
end. Lee uses a round nosed scraper to
remove the wood, and then uses a bowl
gouge to remove more wood for the final
birdhouse shape. Turning the top is the
second phase. Using a spindle gouge, Lee
tapers the top (at the headstock), removing
as much wood as he can. He then rounds off
the edges of the base of the top for safety
sake.

To summarize, Lee presented four
very informative mini-demos which gave
everyone excellent ideas and techniques on
what ornaments to turn, and how to turn and
embellish them. His efforts and dedication
to travel the distance to get down to South
Dade for the meetings are very much
appreciated.

 BRING BACK
There were 22 participants in this

months bring back. A spalted box elder
lidded box, turned by Tom Cross, was won
by Waldo Collins.

INSTANT GALLERY
Jay Hakerem
Three Ambrosia Maple candle holders.
A Manzanita burl vessel.
Joe Dion
Ambrosia maple bowl.
A Willowbustic bowl.
A Pongam bowl.
Tom Cross
NIP lidded box with Jamaican dogwood lid.
Cherry bowl finished in deft.
Joe Roig
Display table.
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Two hemi-circle vases.
A three-legged vase.
A laminated, carved, lidded vase.
A craved, lidded vessel, no mention of what
wood.
Bob Hazel
Lidded, fluted Tulipwood vessel.
A black and white Ebony lidded vessel.
Mahogany carved vase.
A Rosewood plate.
Carl Spinnler
Mahogany salad bowl.
Rosewood vase.
Large NIP bowl, turned cross-grain.
David Golzbein
Tababoue bowl.
Silkwood bowl.
Unkwood bowl.

TREASURER’S REPORT

9/22/2009

Beginning Balance (01/01/2009)         $2,003.82

Revenues

Total  Revenues                                           $0

Expenses
Chris Watzich (from Metrozoo sale)
$42.50
Total Expenses 
$42.50

Ending Balance (02/28/09)                           
$1961.32
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2009 SFWG Board Members:
President – Don Vande Hei 305-245-7578
V.President – Jay Hakarem 305-610-3150
Treasurer – Gary Venema 954-680-9760
Sec./Editor –  Chris Watzich 305-233-5640
Board Member – (tools): Ralph Callander
                                            305-251-3993
Board Member – (videos): Mary Ann Hart
                                              305-661-1262
Historian – Brian Seguin 305-253-1897
Event Coordinator – Ana Calvar
                                              305-525-6464

NEXT MEETING
November 5th , 2009
Robert Morgan Educational Center:
18180 SW 122nd Ave
Miami, FL 33177
US1 or Turnpike--> to Eureka –> turn right
to SW122 Ave

South Florida Woodturners Guild
c/o Chris Watzich
14845 SW 97 CT.
Miami, Fl.33176

NOVEMBER DEMO
There will be no November demo.

Instead of scheduling a demo, there will be
an extensive discussion of the upcoming
Ramble. In addition, the floor will be open
for a general discussion for members who
want to bring up anything related to the
guild or have a particular  problem with
turning, tools, any questions etc. Lastly, the
nominations for next years officers will be
held.


