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SOUTH FLORIDA WOODTURNERS GUILD
A CHAPTER OF THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF WOODTURNERS

DECEMBER 2009 NEWSLETTER – VOL 22 NUMBER 12

SEASON’S GREETINGS FROM THE RAMBLE
                            WOODTURNERS

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Year End Reflection
Another year has almost passed and I think
that it is time to reflect on our achievements
this past year. I had been thinking about this
and the end of the year message when I
arrived home today and my wife had my
new edition of the AAW Journal open to
page 11 and there was an article about a guy
that most of you would recognize. The
article goes on to explain how Tom Cross
has made a real difference in a young
person’s life. Tom has also made a real
contribution to many of our guild member’s
lives and skills.

 Lets all think about what we have done as a
turner and a friend to reach out to other
members and the community to make a
lasting difference in someone’s life. Who
have you reached out to in the guild to help
them be a better turner or just made a new
friend that you feel comfortable calling to
ask for turning help or talk over a personal
matter?  Think about what you have done to
increase your skill level. What new

techniques have you tried and mastered that
you could demonstrate to the club. Have you
volunteered to do a simple demonstration for
the scouts merit badge program, at a school,
a park or other place to show young people
something about turning?

Let’s also think about our own guild
members and how we can reach out to some
of them that have quit coming to meetings
after a time or two.  Is there something we
could have done differently?  Maybe we
need to expand our mentor program and get
each new or prospective member connected
with a mentor before they leave their first
meeting and then follow up with at least a
phone call before the next meeting.  A
personal relationship with someone in the
club would smooth the way for new
members to become active participants.

In closing I want to thank the members that
always go out of their way to organize, set
up, take down and clean up every time the
guild has an event, wither it is a workshop,
The Ramble, The Fruit & Spice Park or any
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other event that we participate in. I also
want to wish everyone a happy holiday
season with lots of friends and family to
enjoy it with.
Don

GUESTS:
Bob Salvetti
Pat Druschat
Dan Alvarez

Attendance:  34

NEW BUSINESS
David Freundlich started the meeting

by presenting the nominations for the 2010
SFWG slate of officers. Those nominations
were the following:
Don Vande Hei – President
Jay Hakarem – Vice President
Ana Calvar – Secretary/Editor
Gary Venema – Treasurer
Ralph Callander – Tools
Mary Ann Hart – Librarian
Brian Seguin – Historian

The proposed slate was seconded by Joe
Dion. The vote by show of hands was
unanimous.

Ramble Preparations
Ramble coordinator Bob Hazel led a

discussion of the upcoming Ramble event.
He began by passing around the work/sales
log for participants to fill in. He reviewed
the date of setup and preparations for the
event.

New Art Gallery
Brian Seguin spoke about the

possibility of the guild participating in a new
event. There is a new art gallery which has
expressed a desire to have the guild come in
at a mutually beneficial time and sell their
woodturnings. You would label your pieces
and price appropriately since they would get
a 30% cut. Specifics on this and an open

discussion will be held at the January
meeting.

October Workshop
Waldo Collins was thanked for his

efforts at hosting the October workshop.
MaryAnn mentioned the fantastic Venison
chili that Helen brought and the $100 worth
of tickets that were sold for the wood raffle.

LCD Projector
Don Vande Hei led a discussion on

the proposed idea of the guild purchasing an
LCD projector for the purpose of projecting
the demos so that everyone can see what is
going on. He had two examples that he had
priced:
1) An Optima projector priced at $618.

The Optima has a high contrast, sharp
image.

2) A less expensive Epson, priced at $539.

There will be further discussion on this topic
at the January meeting. Don mentioned that
he will bring in an LCD projector to try it
and see if we like the concept of using such
a device.

Member Awards
Joe Dion spoke about awards that he

won at the East Everglades Orchid Society
show at RF Orchids, held October 9-12th.
He mentioned that Helen and himself will be
participating at the Art in the Park event.

Cocobolo Seeds
Ed McSweeny mentioned that he has

Cocobolo seeds available for anyone who
wants some. Contact Ed if you are
interested.

OLD BUSINESS
Don had AAW applications,

Woodturners catalogs, American
Woodturner magazines and Packard catalogs
available at the front table.



Page - 3

2010 SFWG DUES
Membership dues for 2010 are now due.
Still one of the best deals in town, you can
bring your individual membership dues
($20), or family membership dues ($30), to
the December meeting. See treasurer Gary
Venema for payment. Maintain your
valuable membership and stay on the
e-mail list!

NOVEMBER DEMO
As an alternative to a demo, there

was a general discussion on future guild
activities, events, workshops, etc.

 BRING BACK
Jan Misitis won the bring back, an hour
glass turned by Waldo Collins.

INSTANT GALLERY
Gary Venema
Camphor plate.
Mahogany lidded box with cocobolo finial.
Seagrape lidded box with rosewood top.
Abizia collared bowl.
Joe Dion
Black Mangrove weed pot.
Box elder weed pot.
Bird house with stand.
Black mangrove bottle stopper.
Paul Penny
Mahogany bowl finished in Tung oil.
This was his second bowl ever.
Joe Roig
Stacked wood Martini glass with maple
toothpick and wood olive.
Bob Hazel
Norfolk Island Pine vase with ebony collar
and finial.
Brazilian beauty leaf vase, painted black.
Mahogany vase with stippling running
randomly down the vase.
Buckeye burl box with finial.
Joe Self
Two Norfolk Island Pine vases, soaked in a
50/50 water-soap mixture. Joe explained
how this procedure was articulated in a

handout passed out to the guild in a previous
NIP demo.
Lee Sky
Presented an array of ‘Festival of the Trees’
ornaments, turned by the Gold Coast
woodturners guild.
Ana Calvar
“Things gone wrong” display, comprised of
a doggie bowl, a lidded bowl, and a
mahogany bowl with a translucent paper
thin center in the bottom.
An array of turned bottle stoppers.
Bob Salvetti
Two palm boxes, with a unique dark color.
A brief discussion was held as to what type
of palm this could be.

Method for darkening your wood
Joe Roig described a process he has

been using for staining your wood a darker
color. He puts white vinegar into a spray
bottle, sprays the vinegar on to his piece
and with the steel wool, he uses a rubbing
action to apply the dark solution which is a
result of the vinegar activating the iron in
the steel wool. The result is a unique darker
color which stains your piece.

TREASURER’S REPORT
Not submitted.
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2009 RAMBLE
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Photography by Gary Venema
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2009 SFWG Board Members:
President – Don Vande Hei 305-245-7578
V.President – Jay Hakarem 305-610-3150
Treasurer – Gary Venema 954-680-9760
Sec./Editor –  Chris Watzich 305-233-5640
Board Member – (tools): Ralph Callander
                                            305-251-3993
Board Member – (videos): Mary Ann Hart
                                              305-661-1262
Historian – Brian Seguin 305-253-1897
Event Coordinator – Ana Calvar
                                              305-525-6464

NEXT MEETING
December 3rd , 2009
Robert Morgan Educational Center:
18180 SW 122nd Ave
Miami, FL 33177
US1 or Turnpike--> to Eureka –> turn right
to SW122 Ave

DECEMBER CHRISTMAS PARTY
The December demo is your favorite

culinary food specialties which you can
bring in for everyone to enjoy. You are
encouraged to bring in your calorie-laden
treats for a gastronomic experience.

South Florida Woodturners Guild
c/o Chris Watzich
14845 SW 97 CT.
Miami, Fl.33176


