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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:

By now everyone should know that
our September meeting was rescheduled due
to the “back to school night” at Cutler Ridge
School.  Now it’s time for our “back to
school night” which means we will return to
our regular meeting place for the October
meeting.  You should have received an
Email from the Ramble Coordinator, Bob
Hazel, stating the importance of attending
the meeting so that plans for the Ramble can
be finalized.  Another good reason to attend,
that he didn’t mention, is that he will show
us how he does the intricate fluting ( link
here for fluting examples) on his bowls and
vases.  The best part is he says that anyone
can do it and I say, yeah right.

I would like to again thank Waldo
for hosting our Sept. meeting and to Jean for
the coffee setup.  Thanks also to Chris for
his very informative demo on turning
Norfolk Island Pine.  There wasn’t time to
completely finish the bowl but I’m sure we
have all seen his beautiful objets d’art made
from NIP.

This Saturday I plan to attend a
demo in central Florida hosted by the
Central Florida Woodturners.  The
demonstrator will be Jimmy Clewes, a
turner from England.  Hopefully there will
be some ideas and techniques that will be
sharable.
Annual dues are now payable, please fill out
the short information form and give to Jeff.
See you at the meeting.
Jack

Guests:
No guests were in attendance.

SEPTEMBER DEMO
My first guild demo was a very warm and
sweaty one, held on a humid September
Saturday morning, fueled by coffee and
doughnuts. Norfolk Island Pine sawdust and
shavings form a kind of sticky, gooey mess
on your face shield. I will opt for A/C or
cooler weather next time.

I began the demo by displaying three
different stages of turning Norfolk Island
Pine, with the objective of displaying the
knots inside a bowl;
1) The stock wood that I harvest to show

the knot orientation.
2) The middle stage with the turned piece

on a chuck.
3) The finished shallow bowl with knots

symmetrically displayed inside the bowl.
I briefly talked about choosing an

appropriate stock, with suitable, large
enough knots which should be
approximately on the same plane and
equidistant from each other. Chainsaw your
stock to fit this criteria and determine which
end will be the top of the bowl. You want to
make sure that the knots are running down
to the bottom of the bowl. The stubs of the
limbs will help you determine which way
the knot are running. With a marker, label
the top of the blank (opposite the way the
knots are running).
If in the process of chain sawing (I’ve done
this before on more than one occasion) you
mistakenly  trim off the top that you have
diligently labeled “top” and also trim the
limbs down to the body of the blank, you
may lose track of which end is the top of the
bowl. Almost every knot will have a slight
indentation or dimple. This dimple will
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indicate which way the knots are going
down.

After explaining the proper
orientation of the knots and emphasizing
that the blank be centered properly to best
accentuate the symmetry, I proceeded to
turn my blank which I had already mounted
in a chuck. I shaped and hollowed out the
top of the bowl first, all the time trying to
find the knots and not go past them!
You can feel the rough change in texture of
the wood and you can also hear the chatter
when you enter the knot zone. Stop your
lathe every now and then to check your
progress and then make a judgement as to
how far you want to go to maximize the
knot exposure. Try to capture as much knot
as you can toward the outside of the bowl.
This will be your biggest and most colorful
area for the knot to display. After going as
far as you want to turn on the inside, turn
and shape the outside of the bowl,
accentuating once again as much of the
knots as possible. Make it as thin as you
dare  but be careful, make it too thin and the
wood may check on you. The bowl forms
seem to check more than the vase or hollow
forms with Norfolk Island Pine.

After shaping the rim and the base of
the bowl, you are now ready to sand and
finish the bottom by mounting your bowl in
a jam chuck. I have used four types of
finishes for Norfolk Island Pine; Deft, tung
oil, marine spar varnish and paste finishing
wax. After all this hard, tedious, creative
work, your piece is now  ready for you to
give away at Christmas time. What a
concept.

NEW BUSINESS
Membership renewal was the first topic of
discussion. The 2007 membership renewal
begins in November. You will be asked in
the upcoming newsletter to fill out an
attached form to update the guilds records
for paid membership. Registration on-line
will be the easiest and most prompt method
for renewal registration and will ensure an
accurate paid members list for the guild.

Jack announced that the guild is in
the process of  the formation of a web-site.
His daughter has been helping with this
endeavor. This topic will be discussed at the
upcoming October meeting.

Waldo Collins mentioned that there
is a very good website to browse when you
get a chance;
www.woodworkingchannel.com

RAMBLE
Jack Skipper led a discussion on the

upcoming Ramble event. He and Bob Hazel
attended the first preliminary meeting held
for the Ramble. The dates are November
11th and 12th. Set-up will be on Friday,
November 10th from 2 to 4:00 pm. The
group for set-up will be finalized at the
October meeting. Bob mentioned that he
needs the names of those people planning to
sell at the event. The Ramble forms have
been seen for on-line usage. Please fill this
out and return to Bob via e-mail. If you have
not received the form, contact this editor via
e-mail or call. It was noted that Brian will
not be at this years event for cashiering. We
will need a replacement(s). People
mentioned as replacements are Jeff Price,
Chris Watzich and David Freundlich. This
will hopefully be finalized at the next
meeting.

A review of supplies was discussed
by Ed McSweeny;
200 big bags on hand
200 small bags on hand
enough tissue paper ?
enough small plastic bags on hand
receipt book (we buy 1 book every year)

We will have at least three lathes, a
mini-lathe, the Jet lathe and the big guild
lathe.
It was noted that a 10 – 12 gauge extension
cord is needed.
Demo’s will probably be scheduled for
11:00am and 2:00pm. For insurance
purposes, those conducting demo’s must
have a valid AAW membership.
The types of demo’s was briefly discussed.
It was the general consensus that fast bowl
turning with lots of shavings will be the
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best way to attract new prospective
members. Volunteers for demo’s should
contact Bob Hazel by Octeober 15th.

On Sunday morning, October 22nd at
9:30am, a pancake breakfast will be held at
Fairchild  Tropical Gardens for all all
volunteers participating in the Ramble.

OLD BUSINESS
Location of the guild meetings for the
upcoming year was discussed. The meetings
will still be held at the Cutler Ridge Middle
School location but we will be actively
pursuing alternative locations for the
monthly meetings in the event that an
alternative would for some reason become
necessary.

Jan Misitis mentioned that this year,
“Art in the Park” will be held on October
28th and October 29th in Plantation. The cost
for having a booth there is $162.00. Set-up
for the event is on October 27th from 10 to 5
pm. The sponsers for this event will pay the
state tax on any proceeds. This item will be
discussed at the October guild meeting.
More information can be found at the
following link;
www.plantationjuniorwomansclub.org/Artin
thePark.htm

JIMMY CLEWES DEMO
The Central Florida Woodturners guild is
presenting a demonstration by Jimmy
Clewes on September 30th, 2006. He is an
English woodturner who has taught classes
around the world that are both entertaining
and educational. The demo will feature a
natural edge end grain vase, coloring with
spirit stains, turning a box and much more.
The event will be held at:
English Estates Elementary School
299 Oxford Road
Fern Park, Fla.32730

For additional information and instructions
to get there check, the following web site;
www.centralfloridawoodturners.org/events

TREASURER’S REPORT
 No treasurer’s report submitted.

BRING BACK
There was no bring back held. It was
mentioned that John Williams, who was not
in attendance, has the bring back. We did
not forget….

INSTANT GALLERY
Joe Roig
Spalted Tung tree closed hollow form.
Norfolk Island Pine closed form.
Mahogany bowl, dippled & carved.
Alva Pixley
Crabwood box with blackwood finial.
Chris Watzich
Norfolk Island Pine bowl finished in tung
oil.
Mahogany crotch bowl with Malachite
inlay.
Shallow Norfolk Island Pine with knots
displayed, finished in tung oil.

WOOD RAFFLE
The wood raffle was held but not really.
Jack asked Ralph if he handed out the raffle
tickets and the response was no. This was a
laid back meeting for sure. There was a pile
of wood on Waldo's concrete slab and it was
all basically up for grabs.

TIP OF THE MONTH
This is right from the horse’s mouth;
If you are going to be turning Norfolk Island
Pine in warm, humid and sticky conditions,
WEAR A SMOCK, otherwise you will stain
both a perfectly good T-shirt and your
shorts.
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MENTORS:
Members who are happy to assist beginners.
Just make an appointment.

• Rick Pixley-  (954) 435-2920
• Bob Hazel-    (305) 253-0357
• Cas Grabowski (305) 253-3863

David Freundlich (305)256-7805

2006 SFWG Board Members:
President – Jack Skipper 305-253-1180
V.President – Joe Roig 305-271-8059
Treasurer – Jeff Price 305-232-6330
Sec./Editor –  Chris Watzich 305-233-5640
Board Member – (tools): Ralph Callander
                                            305-251-3993
Board Member – (videos): Mary Ann Hart
                                              305-661-1262
Historian – Brian Seguin

___________________________________
South Florida Woodturners Guild
c/o Chris Watzich
14845 SW 97 CT.
Miami, Fla. 33176

NEXT MEETING
October 5th , 2006.
Cutler Ridge Middle School shop
19400 Gulfstream Rd., Cutler Ridge
(US1 → Marlin Rd → Gulfstream Rd)

OCTOBER DEMO
Bob Hazel will demonstrate the fluting
technique he does on his bowls and vases.
After seeing this, you will be fluting in no
time at all.
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