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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE: 

 

GOOD NEWS. We exceeded our sales compared to 

last year at the Ramble, by almost $900.00. The 

problems with the credit card terminal have also 

been, pretty much, resolved and we are exploring a 

cheaper and more efficient way to for a terminal for 

future shows. Our next show will be at the Fruit and 

Spice Park in Homestead on January 21-22, 2012. 

More details will be given regarding the setup, 

hours, etc. Let’s hope that our sales at that show will 

also exceed last year’s, and that the weather will be 

good. 

 

I hope that everyone had a great Thanksgiving and 

will be ready for the next ―feast‖ at out Christmas 

party on Dec. 1
st
, 2011. See you all there. 

 

Jay. 
 

GUESTS: Dave Meredith, Bob Ashbee 

ATTENDANCE: 32 

BRING BACK:   16 participated 

David Freundlich won Brian Seguin’s Mahogany bowl 

with Halloween candy. 

NEW BUSINESS:  

A motion was made to keep the present Board by Joe 

Dion, seconded by Waldo Collins and passed.  

 

Don is having trouble getting cassettes for the 

camera and will be requesting a grant from the AAW 

for a new camera.  George McKay will try to transfer 

the cassettes to CDs or DVDs. 

 

George McKay is the new webmaster.  Brian will 

bring thumbnails of all Instant Galleries for members 

to select pictures for the webpage in January.  Thank 

you to Jack Skipper for being the webmaster. 

 

A new DVD by John Jordan is in the library.  See 

Mary Ann. 

 

The Florida symposium will be in Eustis on 

February 3-5, 2012. 

 

The December meeting will be a pot-luck dinner in 

the school cafeteria.  Please bring a dish. 

 

Joe Dion made a pen and pen holder to be presented 

to the school principle for his help this year. 

 

WORKSHOP: On December 17 at Waldo’s.  

20201 SW 187 Avenue. 

 

DEMO:  Gary Venema –Tips for Turning Natural 

Edge Bowls 
 

Step-by-step:  
The following is by no means the only way to 

proceed on turning natural edge bowls, it is meant as 

a guide for novices on how to prepare a blank for 

equal edges all around and then turn the bowl. I am 

sure that other members of the guild can provide 

additional tips. 

The first step is to look at the log and figure which 

way you will orient the log on the lathe. If the log is 

basically round, you can look at the end grain and 

determine which way you want the grain to run 

through the bowl. The more out of round the log is, 

the more one can find ways to mount it to make the 

edges fairly flat and even on the top. The more 

elongated (think of looking down your arm stretched 

out with your palm facing sideways and your thumb 

facing up----there will be two flat sides and two 

tighter ends where your wrist bones are, shaped like 

a race track. The two short ends will form wings that 

are much higher on the top than the sides, as you cut 

down through the exposed bark). These also work 

well for turning a vase-type shape with a winged top 

–simply turn down a sloping neck just below the 

bark line to a third or half of the thickness of the 

piece where the opening will be, and then turn the 

vase shape (see my example in the demo—it’s easier 

to show it than write how to do it). When turning on 

this axis it gives the optical illusion that the piece is 

oblong when one turns the inside, adding interest to 

the finished piece---your non-woodturning friends 

will think you are a total genius, which of course is 

true, they just never previously made themselves 

aware of the fact). 

I use a plywood disk with a hole in the middle to 

mark the center hole for the screw chuck or spur 

center at the headstock and also on what will be the 

bottom to center where the live center will sit----just 

eyeball the disk on the piece of wood paying 

particular attention that the sides of the disk are 

equally distant from both sides of the log-----this 

keeps the bark around the edges of equal width. 
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Turn the outside to desired shape and for insurance 

run a bead of super glue around the log where the 

bark meets the solid wood as they usually dry at 

different rates and the bark will start to separate. 

Grab a hold of your thin parting tool and score a line 

at the outermost part of what will be the inside of the 

top of the bowl to prevent knocking off large chunks 

of bark with your gouge. Then clean out the bark in 

the center and work the inside of the bowl. Take 

light passes on the inside right up to the bark with 

your gouge for the final cuts. It’s probably a good 

idea at this point to also run a bead of glue along the 

inside edge of the rim where bark meets solid wood 

to insure it stays on. 

I use a padded jam chuck to reverse the bowl for 

finishing the bottom as natural edges don’t mesh 

well with cole jaws or regular chucks and I don’t 

have a vacuum chuck-----hmmmmm good idea for 

my wife for a Christmas present----I’ll have to put 

that in the suggestion box. 

Natural edges open up a whole new set of designs so 

you don’t get bored doing the same old thing---try it 

out and have fun, or go inside, turn on the tube and 

watch Survivor, South Florida and then call the 

suicide hotline---it’s your choice—keep turnin--Gary 
 

Feel free to volunteer for demos or to hold workshops and 

you too may receive a gift certificate.   

 

OLD BUSINESS:  

Mentoring:  Feel free to ask around for help. Most 

members are willing to help others with information 

that can be given over the phone or even hands-on, 

should anyone need help.  ASK AND YOU SHALL 

RECEIVE! 

 

Mentors: 

Joe Dion 786-371-7403 – Homestead 

Joe Roig 305-431-0037 – Kendall 

Ralph Callander 305-251-3993 – South Dade 

(sharpening tools, basic to advance hollow form, tool 

making) 

Jay Hakerem 305-610-3150 – Kendal (Carving, 

piercing, colouring, thin turning) 

David Freundlich 305-213-0422 – Redland 

Joe Montagnino 954-328-3463 – Miami Lakes 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT:  
 
$1,555.65 
 
 

INSTANT GALLERY: 
 
Vin Difrenna: Mahogany bowl and tiny box.   

 

W. Penny: Mahogany bowl and Poinciana bowl. 

 

Brian Seguin:  Mahogany bowl. 

 

Jim Wheeler:    Oak honeydippers, Mahogany and 

NIP candlesticks. 

 

Bob Hazel:    Golden Raintree form. 

 

Gary Venema:  Natural Edged Pecan bowl and NIP 

bowl.  
  

October DEMO:  

 

MISCELLANEOUS CORNER:  
 

. 
2010 SFWG Board Members: 
 

President –     Jay Hakarem 305-610-3150  

VP –                       Joe Dion  305-245-9016 

Treasurer –   Gary Venema 954-680-9760 

Secretary –         Dave Piper 305-607-6345 

Editor –           Jim Wheeler  305-238-6463 

Board Member –   (tools): Ralph Callander  

                                              305-251-3993 

Board Member –   (videos):Mary Ann Hart 

                                              305-661-1262 

Historian –      Brian Seguin 305-253-1897 

Member at Large –  Helen Fitzgerald   

    305-595-5841 
 
                                     

NEXT MEETING: Thurs., December 1  @7pm   

at Robert Morgan ) 
 
**sorry, in advance, for any spelling errors, and/or omissions** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


