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Selecting & Turning Palm
by Lee Sky

Brian Seguin turns a mahogany 
bowl  for the “bring back raffle”. 
It’s won by Gary Venema.

Palm
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE: 
 
The upcoming Ramble at Fairchild Gardens is just 
around the corner. Helen has done a great job in 
organizing the attendants list, and work schedules 
for the event. We have plenty of new and some 
exotic wood for the ramble, but please bring any 
project that you started or need some help 
completing. 
Our next event will be the Holiday Party, as we do 
every year. I will try to get us the cafeteria at 
Robert Morgan for Dec. 6th, which would have 
been our regular meeting night. After all the years 
as president of the SFWTG I am looking forward 
to my retirement and the opportunity to cash in 
some of my stock options in order to buy myself a 
new lathe. Yeah right. See you all at the next 
meeting at which time nominations and elections 
will be held. So please show up to support the 
candidates. 
  
Jay. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  

Jay has applications for the AAW.  The AAW 
national symposium will be at Tampa on June 28-
30, 2013. 
 
This year the Ramble will take place on 
November 9-11. Although Veteran’s Day falls out 
on Monday, they decided to keep the Ramble to 
Friday, Sat., and Sun.  Please review the e-mails 
that Helen sent out regarding the rules for the 
Ramble before our meeting, so that we may 
discuss them and answer any questions you may 
have, due to some changes in the rules. We 
made sure (at the first Ramble meeting) to cross 
every “t” and dot every “I”, so as to avoid the 
problems of last year, including the parking 
positions of the food trucks that blocked us.  
Setup will be Thursday afternoon. 
 
Just as important is the SFWTG election for new 
officers. Please get involved and help your guild 
by volunteering to be on the Board and hold a 
position. I hope to see all of you at our next 
meeting. 
 

West Palm club is looking for other clubs to have 
Leim O’Neil for a demo in south Florida, he will be 
in Jacksonville.  Cost will be $800.00. 

 
New DVDs available in library. 

 
ATTENDANCE:  26 

 
GUESTS: Sung Jin and Joe Slama 

  
TREASURER’S REPORT:    
Beginning Balance (07/31/12) - $2,650.06 

 
Revenues- 
Sept meeting 50/50 ticket sales  $29.00 
Oct meeting 50/50 ticket sales $60.00 
New member-half year dues 

 (Rod Chase   $15.00 
2013 dues (3) Mary Ann Hart 
/James Roman, Joe Roig  $90.00 
   
Total revenues   $194.00 
 
Expenses 
Hardware for trailer   $13.79 
Trailer tie downs   $70.07 
 
Total Expenses    $83.86 
 
Ending Balance (10/05/12)-  $2,760.20 

 
BRING BACK & 50/50: -12 participated.  

- Brian Seguin gave Gary Venema a 
Mahogany bowl with a pewter ring on the 
top. 
- $10 Certificate given to Ana and Waldo  
- Palm pieces from Lee raffled to Waldo, 
Dave, Don, Jim Wheeler, Jan, Gary, Joe, 
Ralph, Steve, Jack, and Jay, 
 - Collected $65.00 from 50/50, Gary 
donated his winning to the guild. 

 
WORKSHOP: November 17 at Waldo’s.  20201 
SW 187 Avenue. 

 
OCTOBER’s DEMO:  Lee Sky – Turning 
Palm 

 
Safety first: Palm is nasty with a lot of 
splinters.  Keep tweezers nearby and use 
them. 

- There is a lot of palm growing in the area.  
Alexander, Sable Palm, Bismarkia, Solitare, 
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Carpentera, Blue Latina, Coconut, Black Palm, 
Red Palm and Royal Palm are good to turn. The 
result is great with spots and lines. 

- Since palm wood contains silica, the tools will 
need to be sharp and will require frequent 
sharpening. 
- If turning wet make a tenon as quick as possible 
then use it. 
- If turning a wet piece into a tube use hose 
clamps to keep from cracking, tighten twice a day 
for 1 week and once a day for 4 weeks.  When 
dry turn to finish and add bottom and top if 
desired. 
- If dry do not soak in water, turn it.  May need to 
add CA glue to stabilize it.  If CA is used, make 
sure it is dry before turning the lathe on.  Wear a 
face shield to protect your eyes.  
- When turning side grain you will need to 
continue to glue to avoid splitting. 
- Sand up to 400 grit, and 8 coats of CA glue, 
sand with 1200 grit and polish with Brasso. 
- After the final sanding, soak in bleach for 20 
minutes after final sanding is done, rinse with 
water, wait to dry and add food coloring (found at 
Publix or Winn-Dixie).  This will have an 
interesting effect. 
- Made some pens out of Blue Latina with CA 
glue results look good. 
- Chop sticks and other items can be made.  Look 
at the attached pictures. 

 
Feel free to volunteer for demos or to hold workshops 
and you too may receive a gift certificate.   

 
 WEB STATISTIC’S: 

 
The most popular pages visited on the site are... 

  
1.   Newsletter Index 21 
2.   Calendar   20 
3.   Board Members  19 
4.   Contest   15 
5.   Florida Woods  13 
 
  

The 5 most downloaded newsletters are... 
  
1.   December 2002  26 
2.   December 2002  13 
3.   December 2002  10 
4.   May 2007  09 
5.   April 2008  06 
  

The average number of people visiting the 
website for... 

  
September  103 
October    97 
  

Ever wonder which countries visit your site and 
the number of pages viewed. 

  
1.   Russian Fed 15 
2.   China  06 
3.   Canada  05 
4.   Moldova  04 
5.   Lithuania  04 

 
Please Visit, Thanks 

 
SAFETY: 
 

A member of the Gold Coast Woodturners died 
of cancer recently.   His wife had it mentioned at 
their last meeting because of wood dust.  The 
three types of wood waste, turners produce are 
large chips, large dust particles and fine dust 
particles.  The fine dust can be dangerous to 
your lungs and respiratory system.  In addition 
to the cellulose debris, biological organisms 
such as mold and fungi growing on the wood 
and adhesive residue from segmented and 
repaired works is released. The lathe generates 
dust about halfway between the floor and the 
ceiling and since the sandpaper is generally 
motionless with the work revolving, the motion 
spreads the dust around. 
 
The three main dust solutions are dust 
collectors equipped with the proper filters, 
ambient filters (the large, ceiling hung boxes 
that scrub the shop’s air and powered masks 
and helmets.  A dust collector with the proper 
filters and air flow is the best. The cheap white 
fabric or paper nuisance mask offer some 
protection but allow almost all of the dangerous 
small particles through and give a false sense of 
security.  The masks such as “Dust Bee Gone” 
that filter down to 3 microns provide some 
protection.  For more information go to 
http://www.woodturner.org/community/fundame
ntals/safety/AAWAPR10wooddust.pdf 
 
http://www.osha.gov/SLTC/wooddust/ 
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Respiratory and allied effects  
 
Wood, especially inhalation of fine dust, can 
have many effects on the respiratory tract, 
including: 
  

Nose  
Rhinitis (runny nose);  
Violent sneezing;  
Blocked nose;  
Nose bleeds;  
Very rarely - nasal cancer (a 
recognized industrial disease 
associated with the inhalation of 
hardwood dusts).  

 
The most common effects arise from 
irritation, where symptoms usually only 
persist as long as the sufferer remains 
in contact with the irritant. Allergic 
effects, as a consequence of 
sensitization to wood dust can also 
occur, e.g. rhinitis.  
 

Lungs  
Asthma;  
Impairment of lung function;  
Rarely - extrinsic allergic alveolitis (a 
disease with ‘flu-like’ symptoms which 
can cause progressive lung damage), 
e.g. when using western red cedar, 
iroko.  

 
Asthma is of particular concern. Most 
wood dusts can irritate the respiratory 
tract provoking asthma attacks in 
sufferers, although effective control of 
dust levels normally improves the 
problem. Some wood dusts can cause 
asthma as a specific allergic reaction. 
Once sensitized, the body will quickly 
react if subsequently exposed, even to 
tiny traces of dust. Unlike irritation, 
where people can continue to work 
with the dust once it is controlled to 
below the level at which irritation 
occurs, people who become sensitized 
will not normally be able to continue 
working with the dust, no matter how 
low the exposure. 

 
 

 
 

 
OLD BUSINESS:  
Mentoring:  Feel free to ask around for help. 
Most members are willing to help others with 
information that can be given over the phone or 
even hands-on, should anyone need help.  
ASK AND YOU SHALL RECEIVE! 
 
Mentors: 
Joe Dion 786-371-7403 – Homestead 
Joe Roig 305-431-0037 – Kendall 
Ralph Callander 305-251-3993 – South Dade 
(sharpening tools, basic to advance hollow 
form, tool making) 
Jay Hakerem 305-610-3150 – Kendal (Carving, 
piercing, colouring, thin turning) 
David Freundlich 305-213-0422 – Redland 
Joe Montagnino 954-328-3463 – Miami Lakes 

 
INSTANT GALLERY:  
 

Dave Piper – Mahogany bowl with lid 
 
Steve Herz – Rosewood bowl and 
Mahogany bowl 
 
Jay Hakerem – Sabicu Ribbon Vessel 
 
Paul Penny – Sabicu bowl and Mahogany 
natural edge bowl 
 
Jim Wheeler – Unk pot 
 
Joe Roig – Mahogany fluted Vase, 
Perforated bowl with lid, Mahogany Closed 
form and Mini library office  
 
Sung Jin – Unk stand 
 
Jan White – Rosewood vase, Mahogany 
Lady vase, Avocado vase and Mahogany 
bowl 
 
Gary Venema – Mango Vase, Rosewood 
suspended vase and Suspended Boxes 
 
Lee Sky – Monkey Pod burl hat 
 
James Roman – Large Rosewood Vessel 
with Mahogany ring, in progress 
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MISCELLANEOUS CORNER: 

 
FOR SALE / WANTED: 
 
If you are looking for or want to sell something, 
post it here. 

 
2012 SFWG Board Members: 
 
President – Jay Hakarem 305-610-3150  
VP –   Joe Dion 305-245-9016 
Treasurer – Gary Venema 954-680-9760 
Secretary –  Dave Piper 305-607-6345 

Editor –  Jim Wheeler 305-238-6463 
Board Member (tools) – Ralph Callander  
      305-251-3993 
Board Member (videos) – Mary Ann Hart 
      305-661-1262 
Historian –      Brian Seguin 305-253-1897 
Member at Large –  Helen Fitzgerald  
     305-598-5475 

                                     
NEXT MEETING: Thursday, November 1 at 
7pm  at Robert Morgan  

 
**sorry, in advance, for any spelling errors, and/or omissions**
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