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Workshop at Waldos: Saturday, May 16, 2015

Providing Woodturning Education, Assistance and Experience to the Miami-Dade Community

Remember,

Dues are due for the 

New Year!

  8  Native Plant Day  8 Instant Gallery  8 Picnic

Chainsaw Safety



OPENING COMMENTS: 
 

2015 Dues are overdue.  About 20 have 
not paid.  The non paying members will 
be removed from the email distribution 
list. .Dues are $30.00 per person or 
$40.00 per family. You can give it to Gary 
Venema, or mail it to him at: 14941 
Featherstone Way, Davie, FL 33331. The 
checks should be made out to SFWTG.  
Thank you 
 

NEW BUSINESS:  
 

• Six members participated in the Native Plant 
Day at A.D. Barnes event.  Ten percent of 
sales ($61.55) went to the NPS along with a 
Neem bowl donated to the raffle by Dave 
Piper. 
 

• Racks, boxes and shelves are still needed 
for the trailer. We need more volunteers. 
. 

• The SFWTG Picnic will be held on Saturday, 
April 4th at Jean and Waldos.  Setup for the 
tents at 11:00am and lunch to start at noon.  
Members (who's dues are paid for 2015) are 
allowed to bring one guest.  There will be a 
charge of $12.00 for anyone else. 
 

• The yearly Celebration of the Arts 
Reception and Awards Recognition is being 
given by the Homestead Center for the Arts 
in a new venue.  More to come from Helen. 
 

• Free Wood There is an assortment of wood 
at Joe Self’s house if anyone is interested. 
10200 SW 160th Street.   A chainsaw may 
be needed to properly size the wood. 
 

OLD BUSINESS:  
 

Website is up and running, please check 
for Meeting, Workshop, and other info for 
Guild activities.  www.sfwtg.com.  The 
information is also on Facebook and on 
the monthly Newsletters. 
 

Dave has applications for the AAW.  
 

There are DVDs available in library. 
 

Wood Sample books available, limited 
supply left see Brian. 
 

ATTENDANCE:  20 
 
GUESTS: No guests 
 
BRING BACK & 50/50:   
 
• 8 members participated, very low, a 

recommendation was made to pass out 
tickets at the door.  Need more 
participation (for members with a Lathe).  
The Bring-Back is not a competition, 
bring what you turned before before the 
next meeting or bring in a piece from 
your shelf.  Dave Piper gave Brian Seguin a 
Bischofia bowl with features 
 

• Gift Certificates given to Robin Luker 
(Demo), Brian Seguin (Bring Back) and Don 
Van de Hei (Drawing). 
 

• 50/50 - $32.00 to Waldo, $ 32.00 to the 
Guild. 

 
WORKSHOP: The May workshop will be in 
May 16, 2015 from 9 to 2 at Waldo’s.  20201 
SW 187 Avenue, Miami. 
 

No children under 10.  Children 10 or older who 
are interested in woodturning are welcome with 
a parent.   

 
Bring a N-95 dust mask to the workshop if you 
plan to turn.  Also your tools and faceshield. 

 
APRIL FINANCIAL REPORT: 
 

$3,539.26 in the bank. 
 

SAFETY – 
 

Robin Luker recommends having only one 
person nearby when using a chainsaw in case 
you have an accident.  Injuries happen to the 
head, upper body and feet but most injuries 
affect the hands and legs.  The average 
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chainsaw injury requires 110 stitches.  For 
some horrible pictures from Great Briton of what 
you can suffer go to 
https://www.toolbox.co.uk/chainsaw-injuries. 

 
APRIL’s DEMO: Robin Luker – Chainsaw 
Maintenance and Usage) 

 
This demo by Robin was different in how he 
made it a Hands-On.  He provided chains and 
chainsaws for the members for the hands-on in 
addition to the members who brought their 
chainsaws. 

 
Three Chainsaw Safety Rules. 
1. Never put yourself in harms way. 
2. No one pays you enough to get hurt. 
3. Remember rules 1 and 2. 
 
Do not play with a chainsaw, pay attention.  Do 
not operate a chainsaw when tired, exhausted, 
aggravated or distracted.  The Department of 
Forestry requires chaps (fire resistant), boots, 
gloves, hearing protection, a hard hat, wrap 
around glasses, goggles and / or a faceshield.  
Most injuries affect the hands and legs.  The 
average chainsaw injury requires 110 stitches.  
For some horrible pictures from Great Briton of 
what you can suffer go to 
https://www.toolbox.co.uk/chainsaw-injuries. 
 
The greatest cause of chainsaw injuries is 
people doing dumb things.  Kickback is blamed 
for most injuries.  It can occur when the moving 
saw chain near the upper quadrant of the bar 
nose contacts a solid object or is pinched.  To 
avoid kickback:  Hold the chainsaw with both 
hands; don’t overreach; don’t let the nose of the 
guide bar contact a log, branch, the ground or 
any other obstruction, don’t cut above shoulder 
height and don’t walk with the chainsaw running.  
 
The major contributing factors leading to injury 
are: 

• One-handed use. 
• Overly aggressive cutting (cutting more 

than you can handle or are trained to do) 
• Lack of knowledge and experience 
• Fatigue 

 
Most saws are set up for right-handed persons 
and should be used that way.  The right hand 

should be on handle by trigger, left hand on the 
front handle with your thumb wrapped around 
the handle, whether you are right or left handed.  
This avoids kickback in your face. Robin would 
not use a professional chainsaw with the 
handles too close together. 

 
When cutting down a tree, always have a clear, 
safe primary and secondary escape route.  Your 
path of retreat should be along a line 
approximately 45 degrees from the intended 
direction of fall of the tree.  When tree begins to 
fall, remove the chainsaw, stop the motor and 
retreat rapidly simultaneously. 

 
When bucking (cutting logs into pieces as for 
turning), use some type of V support (sawbuck) 
to keep small pieces of wood from moving when 
being cut. 

 
 Do not refuel a hot chainsaw. 
When running an electric saw, use an outdoor 
rated extension cord (as short as possible) and 
know where it is.  Do not trip or let others trip on 
the cord.  Do not use an electric saw to cut 
down trees. 
Never force a dull chain to cut, it causes user 
fatigue, increases the risk of injury and will 
damage the bar and chain.  Allow the chain to 
cut with minimum force.  The smaller the chip 
(the more it resembles fine dust), the duller the 
teeth and the more force you have to apply to 
cut.  If you have to force it to cut then it is time 
to sharpen it. 

 
Bars that have a protective tip or are 
asymmetrical can only fit one way in a 
chainsaw.  The bar should be removed, cleaned 
and the tip sprocket greased when the chain is 
sharpened.  If the bar can be flipped, it does not 
have to be flipped every time you use the 
chainsaw but it should be done frequently.  
Always do it when sharpening the chain or if the 
chain is thrown. 

 
Sharpen the chain by hand.  The sharper the 
chain, the bigger the chips.  Always sharpen the 
cutters to the correct angles.  Always sharpen in 
the forward direction from inside (narrow edge) 
to outside (wider edge).  Push the file in one 
direction only, away from the tang.  Use a round 
file of the appropriate size on the cutter edge 
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and a flat file on the depth gage (raker).  Both 
must be sharpened at the same time otherwise 
the depth gage will be higher than the cutter 
teeth and will gum the wood not cut it.  See 
http://www.best-chainsaw-guide.com/chainsaw-
sharpening.html.  There are several U-tube 
videos on chainsaw sharpening.  See 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cJUcCwzDg
bw.   

 
Check the chain tension often.  Pulling up, 
always using gloves the chain should just be 
above the bar with the drive link in the bar.  
Never allow the chain to sag.   

 
 

 
 
There is no excuse for not using common 
sense. 

 
Upcoming Demonstration Schedule for 2015  
 

May – Don Van de Hei/Hollowing 
Jun – Joe Dion/Vacuum Chuck 
Jul – Steve Hertz/Segmented Turning 
Aug – Ralph Callender at Workshop 
Sep – TBD 
Oct – TBD 
Nov – TBD 
Dec – No Demo, Christmas Dinner 
 

Feel free to volunteer for demos (notify Don Van de 
Hei)  and you will receive a $10.00 gift certificate.   
 

MENTORING:  Feel free to ask around for 
help. Most members are willing to help others 
with information that can be given over the 
phone or even hands-on, should anyone need 
help.  ASK AND YOU SHALL RECEIVE! 
 

Mentors: 
 

Joe Dion 786-371-7403 – Homestead 
Joe Roig 305-431-0037 – Kendall 
Ralph Callander 305-251-3993 – South Dade 
(sharpening tools, basic to advance hollow 
form, tool making) 
David Freundlich 305-213-0422 – Redland 
Paul Penny 305-282-6711 – Coral Gables 
(Wood Turning Basics) 
 
INSTANT GALLERY:  

 
- Joe Dion–  Box Elder Burl large bowl with 

lacquer finish and two Burl pens with 
Friction Polish finish.  One pen was  

 
We need more people to participate.  Please 
bring items you have turned for our gallery.   
We all want to see what others are doing, get 
ideas for our projects and learn.  The wood 
and finish would be nice but are not 
necessary. 
 

FOR SALE / WANTED: 
 

If you are looking for or want to sell something, post it 
here. 

 
2015 SFWG Board Members: 

 
President – Dave Piper 305-607-6345 
VP –   Don Van de Hei  

     305-245-7578 
 
Treasurer – Gary Venema 954-680-9760 
Secretary –  Helen Fitzgerald  
     305-598-5475 
Editor –  Jim Wheeler 305-238-6463 
Board Member (tools) – Ralph Callander  

      305-251-3993 
Board Member (videos) – Mary Ann Hart 

      305-661-1262 
Staff Photographer – Brian Seguin  

      305-253-1897 
     Videographer – Don Van de Hei  
     305-245-7578 
 
                               

NEXT MEETING: Thursday May 7 at  7pm  at 
Robert Morgan Center,  Room 318, 18180 SW 
122 Avenue.   

 
**sorry, in advance, for any spelling errors, and/or omissions** 
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