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OPENING COMMENTS: 
 

• Dues are due.  40 out of 72 members have 
paid, 10 are Honorary Lifetime Members (do 
not pay dues).  Dues are $30.00 per person 
or $40.00 per family. You can give it to Gary 
Venema, or mail it to him at: 14941 
Featherstone Way, Davie, FL 33331. The 
checks should be made out to SFWTG.  
Thank you. 
 

NEW BUSINESS:  
 

• Ralph, Paul Provost and Dave Piper 
participated in the Miami Mini-Maker Faire 
on February 20-21.  A lot of people asked 
about the Guild and wanted to buy some of 
our items, but we were not able to sell at this 
event. 

 
• FIU and the Community Workshop would 

like us to come to their site for demos of 
woodturning.  Carving and welding demos 
would also be taking place.  They receive 
money for monthly members and it was felt 
that since we would be doing something for 
free and they would be collecting fees, we 
would not want to be part of that.  

 
• Ralph, Paul Penny and Dave Piper 

participated in the Let’s Explore at Fairchild 
(LEAF) event.  A lot fewer people showed up 
than last year, with Sunday attendance even 
less.  Interest was shown in the turning and 
in joining the Guild. 

 
• The Native Plant Society has once again 

invited us to participate in their annual event, 
March 19 from 9-4. This year it is at Billl 
Sadowski Park, on 176 Street off Old Cutler.  
We will set up at the same spot as last year, 
adjacent to the building (and electrical 
power).  They will provide a table and two 
chairs.  Ralph will bring the trailer and two 
10X20 foot tents will be set up at 7:30 on the 
day of the show. Minimal shelves will be 
used. Volunteers for set up were:  Dave 
Piper, Joe Dion, Jim Wheeler, Ralph and 
Paul Provost. Helen will bring 2 tables and 
lunch.  Joe Dion will bring beverages. 

 
 

• Our yearly picnic will be held at Jean and 
Waldo’s house in April, date yet to be 
determined.  Dave is checking to see if 
Dave Goldzbein is still in the catering 
business.  If not, Helen is inquiring at 
Shorty’s to see if it is feasible with our 
budget of $12 a head. Traditionally, 
individual Guild members have brought 
appetizers and desserts and the main food 
and beverages have been provided by the 
Guild. 

 
• David Freundlich remarked that when he 

went to our website, we were behind 
relative to events.  Dave Piper said he was 
trying to post upcoming events but had yet 
to put Ramble video on the website.  He 
said it was easier if Justin Hessler put in 
place holders.  Anything new, Justin has to 
put in.  David F. motioned that Justin be 
talked to to see if the $20 a month fee is still 
on the table, and if so, hire him.  Helen 2nd 
the motion and all were in favor. 

 
OLD BUSINESS:  

 
• Website is up and running, please check for 

Meeting, Workshop, and other info for Guild 
activities.  www.sfwtg.com.  The information 
is also on Facebook. 
 

• 15% discounts for Guild members for North 
Woods vendor.  www.nwfiguredwoods.com.   
Use coupon code WOODTURNERS at 
checkout. 
 

• Dave has applications for the AAW.  
 

• There are DVDs available in library. 
 

• Wood Sample books available, limited 
supply left see Brian. 
 

• There is an assortment of free wood at Joe 
Self’s house if anyone is interested. 10200 
SW 160th Street.   A chainsaw may be 
needed to properly size the wood. 
 

ATTENDANCE:  23 
 
GUESTS: 1 Lester Langer 
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BRING BACK & 50/50:   
 
• The Bring-Back is not a competition, bring 

what you turned before the next meeting or 
bring in a piece from your shelf. 
 

• Williee Armellini gave David Freundlich a 
mahogany bowl. 
 

• $10.00 Craft Supplies USA Gift Certificates 
were  given to  A. J. West (Demo),  David 
Freundlich (Bring Back) and Mike Kelly 
(Raffle). 

       
• 50/50 – Don Van de Hei  received $29.00 in 

the raffle, with the guild getting $29.00. 
 
WORKSHOP: The April workshop will be on 
April 16, 2015 from 9 to 2 at Waldo’s.  20201 
SW 187 Avenue, Miami. 
 
No children under 10.  Children 10 or older who 
are interested in woodturning are welcome with 
a parent.   

 
Bring a N-95 dust mask to the workshop if you 
plan to turn.  Also your tools and faceshield. 

 
MARCH FINANCIAL REPORT: 
 

Gary Venema was not at the meeting but 
reported that our balance is $4500.91 as of 
2/1/2016. Three members paid dues since the 
last report. 

   
SAFETY: 

 
Safety must be considered before starting the 
embellishment.  Breathing is always the first 
thought but you must also consider eye, skin 
and ear protection and body safety.  All the 
items mentioned in last month’s safety section 
are applicable when embellishing the piece. 

 
Good air flow blowing the sawdust and smoke  
(if wood burning) away from you is necessary.   
 
In addition, when power carving while the piece 
is stationary, the power tool blades are a 
moving danger.  Care must be taken to avoid 
carving yourself.  Care must also be taken when 

wood burning to avoid burning  yourself or other 
objects with the hot tip of the iron.  

 
MARCH’s DEMO: A. J. West – Texturing as 
Embellishment 
 
A. J. West introduced many possible tools that 
could accomplish similar looks:  spiraling tool, 
Wagner tool, Mini glazier, Decorating Elf and 
the chatter tool.  It was a very informative and 
interesting demo that even a non woodturner 
could enjoy.  See the pictures for examples of 
power carving and the other types of 
embellishments. 
 
After you have finished turning your piece, it can 
be embellished by several methods.  You can 
use relief power carving, wood burning, a 
chatter tool, a spiraling tool, a texturing tool or a 
decorating elf.  Relief power carvingThe last 
four tools use the rotation of the workpiece in 
the lathe and the tool to cut or press a pattern in 
the wood surface.  The area embellished can be 
set apart creating a break line using the tip of a 
skew to cut a small groove as a border.  To 
highlight the pattern color the embellishment by 
lightly touching it with soft pointed artists 
markers or magic markers.  
 
The Henry Taylor Decorating Elf uses a burr 
mounted on a support handle that has precision 
bearings.  There are 3 burrs available: a ball, 
cylindrical and bud shape.   The pattern 
produced depends on the angle of the tool to 
the wood surface, the rotation speed and the 
pressure applied.  A burnishing brush can 
remove the resulting fuzz.  It is used for small 
pieces finials, pens, boxes etc.  If the elf is 
going to be used on small thin pieces (such as 
on a finial), do it before the bulk is removed.  
One U-Tube is 
https://www.woodturnerscatalog.com/p/49/5598/
Henry-Taylor-Decorating-Elf-Complete-System-
6-Piece-Set?term=henry%20taylor%20elf 
 
Chatter tools consist of a handle and a small, 
thin shear scraper with the blade curved or 
straight (spring steel).  It is used for patterning 
end grain pieces such as box tops and toy tops.  
The patterns can be changed by using different 
blades, varying the length the blade extends out 
of the handle, changing the lathe speeds and 
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varying the speed of the tool across the surface.  
The blade vibrates or chatters and makes the 
patterns in the wood.  Chatter tools are the 
hardest to get repeat patterns.  The lathe speed 
can be the highest of the four (1500 to 2000 
rpm).  If the speed is too slow, the wood will just 
bend.  Some chatter tools are the RMWoodCo 
Deluxe, Robert Sorby, KC Pistol Grip.  One can 
also be made.  Some U-Tubes are:  
 
https://www.woodturnerscatalog.com/p/49/4607/
RMWoodCo-Deluxe-Chatter-Tool-6-Piece-
Set?term=chatter%20tool 
 
https://www.woodturnerscatalog.com/p/49/5669/
KC-Pistol-Grip-Chatter-
Tool?term=chatter%20tool 
 
Texturing tools use a rotating cutter that is held 
against the piece and cut a spiral pattern into 
the surface of the piece.  The pattern produced 
depends on the angle of the tool to the wood 
surface, the rotation speed and the rate of 
movement across the piece.  Different cutters 
can be used to change the pattern.  The lathe 
speeds are low (200-400 rpm).  The pattern can 
either be recessed or raised.  After it is done, do 
not sand the pattern or you will remove it.  A stiff 
brush can be used to remove the fuzz.   Some 
texturing tools are Wagner and Robert Sorby.  
Wagner Texturing Tool Document and Videos 
are: 
https://www.woodturnerscatalog.com/p/49/3668/
Wagner-Texturing-Tool?term=chatter%20tool 
 
The spiraling tool by Robert Sorby is a complex 
version of the texturing tool with additional 
cutters that have different pitches (flat and 
tapered on one or both sides) and a special tool 
rest that can be adjusted on the tool shank.  
This lets the tool be repeatedly applied to the 
piece at the same chosen angle.  Always use 
the cutters in a trailing cutting mode as for a 
scraper.  Harder woods are better but soft 
woods can be done using a light touch.  
Spiralthe lathe speed should be 500-600 
rpm.ing tools can be used to make patterns on 
tool handles.  For instructions go to: 
 http://www.robert-sorby.co.uk/sov-3370dbs-
sovereign-spiralling-and-texturing-tool-set 
 then click on “Download Instructions”. 
 

For the Robert Sorby U-Tube Demo go to: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3Fc0tiG2DN
0 
 
 
Upcoming Demonstration Schedule 
 

April 2016 – Steve Herz – Segmented 
Turning 

 
Please volunteer for any demo that you would 
like to share with the members.  Call Don Van 
de Hei and you will receive a gift certificate.   
 

MENTORING:  Feel free to ask around for 
help. Most members are willing to help others 
with information that can be given over the 
phone or even hands-on, should anyone need 
help.  ASK AND YOU SHALL RECEIVE! 
 

Mentors: 
 

Joe Dion 786-371-7403 – Homestead 
Joe Roig 305-431-0037 – Kendall 
Ralph Callander 305-251-3993 – South Dade 
(sharpening tools, basic to advance hollow 
form, tool making) 
David Freundlich 305-213-0422 – Miami 
Paul Penny 305-282-6711 – Coral Gables 
(Wood Turning Basics) 
 
INSTANT GALLERY:  

 
- David Piper – Red Cedar, Natural Edge 

Bowl, Denatured Alcohol and Mineral 
Spirits; Sapodilla, Natural Edge Bowl, 
Shellac Wax  then Denatured Alcohol; Box 
Elder, Vessel with Paduk Collar, Shellac 
Wax  then Denatured Alcohol. 
 

- Ralph Callander – Sabicu, Flat Thing, 
Wax. 
 

- Williee Armellini – Mahoe, Vase, Wax. 
 

Thank you for the increased participation.  
Please bring items you have turned for our 
gallery.  We all want to see what others are 
doing, get ideas for our projects and learn.  
The wood and finish information would be nice 
but is not necessary. 
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FOR SALE / WANTED: 
 
If you are looking for or want to sell something, post 
it here. 
 
Ralph Challander recently purchased a new lathe 
from Nevins Tools.  He recommends that anyone 
who is considering buying any new Powermatic or 
Jet woodworking machinery (lathe, bandsaw, etc) 
contact Tood Nevins at 508-846-4512 or 
www.nevinstools.com He says “Great service, Great 
prices.”  
 

 
2016 SFWG Board Members: 

 
President – Dave Piper 305-607-6345 
VP –   Don Van de Hei  

     305-245-7578 

 
Treasurer – Gary Venema 954-680-9760 
Secretary –  Helen Fitzgerald  
     305-598-5475 
Editor –  Jim Wheeler 305-238-6463 
Board Member (tools) – Ralph Callander  

      305-251-3993 
Board Member (videos) – Mary Ann Hart 

      305-661-1262 
Staff Photographer – Brian Seguin  

      305-253-1897 
     Videographer – Don Van de Hei  
     305-245-7578 
 

NEXT MEETING: Thursday April 7 at  7pm  at 
Robert Morgan Center,  cafeteria, 18180 SW 
122 Avenue.   

 
**sorry, in advance, for any spelling errors, and/or omissions** 

 








