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OPENING COMMENTS: 
 

• Dues are due.  10 out of 72 members have 
not paid yet.  Dues are $30.00 per person or 
$40.00 per family. You can give it to Gary 
Venema, or mail it to him at: 14941 
Featherstone Way, Davie, FL 33331. The 
checks should be made out to SFWTG.  
Thank you. 
 

NEW BUSINESS:  
 

• Our picnic was a success, attended by 37 
members and guests.  Dixie Ribs’ new owners 
carried on the delicious tradition.  There was an 
extensive selection of appetizers, desserts and 
beverages provided by the members.  An 
exceptional number of people helped with the 
setup of the tents and tables to make it an easy 
job. 

 
• The Homestead Center for the Arts’ Annual 

Celebration and Awards will take place on 
Friday, May 13th from 5:30-7:30 PM.  This is an 
opportunity for each affiliate to designate an 
outstanding member of the year. Previous 
honorees include:  Jay Hakkerem, Dave Piper, 
Jean and Waldo Collins and Jim Wheeler.  
2016’s recipient is Joe Dion.   
 

• The 4H is interested in a mentoring program on 
June 25th.  We will bring the trailer and other 
individual trucks to bring lathes.  Volunteers to 
help 10 kids make something to submit to the 
Youth Fair in March are:  Ralph Callander, Joe 
Self, Don Van de Hei, Joe Dion, Dave Piper 
and Will Riley.  An email with details will follow. 

 
• Helen Fitzgerald mentioned about providing 

lathes  and tools, by rental, to new 
members who have yet decided on their 
purchases.  It was pointed out to everyone 
that the Guild has a policy of lending these 
items to members. 

 
• Robin Luker had live oak in the parking lot 

for members to take.  He also has it at his 
home, located on the south side of his 
house, east of the brown truck.  Robin asks 
that you clean up after yourself 

 
• He also reminded us to bring our chain 

saws to the next meeting for his 
demonstration. 

 
 
 

OLD BUSINESS:  
 

• Website is up and running, please check for 
Meeting, Workshop, and other info for Guild 
activities.  www.sfwtg.com.  The information 
is also on Facebook. 
 

• 15% discounts for Guild members for North 
Woods vendor.  www.nwfiguredwoods.com.   
Use coupon code WOODTURNERS at 
checkout. 
 

• Dave has applications for the AAW.  
 

• There are DVDs available in library. 
 

• Wood Sample books available, limited 
supply left see Brian. 
 

• There is an assortment of free wood at Joe 
Self’s house if anyone is interested. 10200 
SW 160th Street.   A chainsaw may be 
needed to properly size the wood. 
 

ATTENDANCE:  34 
 
GUESTS: 2  Wil and John Santos 
 
BRING BACK & 50/50:   
 
• The Bring-Back is not a competition, bring 

what you turned before the next meeting or 
bring in a piece from your shelf. 
 

• Joe Self gave a Mahogany and Norfolk 
Island Pine covered cylinder to Jim Wheeler.  
It was finished in poly. 
 

• $10.00 Craft Supplies USA Gift Certificates 
were  given to  Gary Venema (Demo),  Jim 
Wheeler (Bring Back) and Candy  (Raffle).  
Joe Roig won sticks of seasoned wood 

       
• 50/50 – Waldo received $36.00 and the 

Guild received $35. 
 

http://www.sfwtg.com/
http://www.nwfiguredwoods.com/
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WORKSHOP: The May workshop will be on 
May 21, 2015 from 9 to 2 at Waldo’s.  20201 
SW 187 Avenue, Miami. 
 
No children under 10.  Children 10 or older who 
are interested in woodturning are welcome with 
a parent.   

 
Bring a N-95 dust mask to the workshop if you 
plan to turn.  Also your tools and face shield. 
 
May FINANCIAL REPORT: 
 

Gary Venema reported that our balance is 
$4500.91 as of 2/1/2016. 

   
SAFETY: 
 
Aside from the usual concerns about eye and 
breathing safety when power cutting and 
sanding, ensure that the lathe it NOT TURNED 
ON while doing cutting spirals. 
 
May’s DEMO: Gary Venema – Cutting 
Spirals in Wooden Bowls 
 
Gary Venema demonstrated spiraling, an 
embellishment especially useful to enhance a 
plain hollow form.  He brought in numerous 
samples of wood forms that he had already 
done, and then he demonstrated on the lathe 
the method that could be used.  A detailed 
description by Gary was sent by email after the 
meeting and is included here. 
 

 
Cutting spirals into bowls is not difficult, and can 
add a lot to an otherwise bland piece of wood. 
Few tools are needed, but you will be required 
to spend a considerable bit more time on the 
project. I think you will find your efforts worth the 

time and it can be a lot of fun. You can impress 
your friends and make them believe you are a 
true wizard, possessing a myriad of artistic skills 
that mere mortals don’t possess, and no one 
will be the wiser.  
In the photo above, some are cut through, and 
some are cut part way into the bowls. The 
marking out is the same, only the procedure 
changes. As you can see in the in the photos, I 
cut single spirals, multiple spirals, evenly 
distributed spirals, and in the bottom left,  some 
regularly spaced spirals and then left one out to 
make it irregular. 
 
Setting up your lathe: 
The first thing you need to make is a dividing 
plate, probably 12 sides will be all you need, 
and six will do for most medium sized bowls and 
vases. 

 
Above: I took a piece of half inch ply and drew a 
circle, then used a compass to draw 12 lines 30 
degrees apart---this gives 12 sides. This can 
now be used for three four six and twelve 
divisions as needed. Unless you are really 
doing a large bowl, this will suit your needs. 
Next drill a hole at the center that matches the 
spindle on your lathe: 1” for the jets small 
lathes, 1’1/4” for a larger one and a Powermatic, 
etc etc. Make the plate smaller than the swing 
of your lathe, but large enough that it reaches 
above the top of the headstock so you can affix 
a block to the top to hold your indexing pin-see 
photo below. 
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This is a plate clamped with a c- clamp to the 
top of my lathe with a hole drilled for a ¼” drill 
bit. I stuck the point of the drill bit out and turned 
the plate in a full circle, making a scratch mark 
all the way around. Then, at the intersection of 
the 12 lines I drilled a1/4” hole. 
 
Now I just rotate the disk, which is clamped to 
the lathe spindle by the lathe chuck, from hole 
to hole and use the drill bit inserted backwards 
into each hole, as needed to hold it steady to 
make the marks. 

 
Here you can see a vase shape on my lathe. I 
have placed some horizontal lines on the vase 
to show where I will stop the cut lines at the top 
and bottom. I also have a line around the 
circumference about dead center and then 
divided the difference in the top and bottom half. 
For the vertical lines. You can see the drill bit 
projecting through the indexing plate to hold the 
piece steady for a moment while I draw a line 
using the tool rest at dead center to the spindle. 
This vase is 9” tall and 6” wide and I decided to 
make six spirals, using every other hole in the 
dividing plate, so there are five lines drawn from 

top to bottom around the vase, and six around 
the perimeter going from the top to the bottom 
to give six spirals. Note the plate is sandwiched 
between the chuck and the back of the spindle. 

 
Here you see where I have started connecting 
lines between the grid marks placed on the 
vase. You can get anal to make the lines 
perfect, or do it the right way, my way, and just 
start drawing freehand. You can have the lines 
drop from the top to the bottom swiftly and more 
straight, or cut halfway across the grid marks to 
make the spiral go further around the vase or 
close form as your heart desires. Start drawing 
and see what looks pleasing. I have found that 
going across at a shallow angle on the top half 
of the vase (i.e crossing halfway between each 
box) and then making the line drop more rapidly 
on the bottom half (making the line curve from 
each corner to the other, dropping down) gives 
a pleasing design. Experiment and see how it 
looks. One rule of thumb: you should always be 
sure that the spiral goes more than halfway 
around the vessel so you never see the entire 
sweep of the spiral. It should disappear around 
the back of the vessel out of eyesight. 
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In this photo I have made the first cut into the 
wood and am using a pair of dividers to make a 
second line a little over ¼” from it. I will make a 
second cut for each of the spirals to give me 
clearance to get sanding disks, rasps, etc. 
inside each spiral to smooth and straighten 
them out and make them flow freely. The lines 
go from one corner of each box to the opposite 
corner. You can also make the lines go halfway 
down each box to make the sweep extend 
further around the circle. 

 
Here I have cut out the spirals. You can see 
where the stop marks are at the top and bottom 
of the vase and an initial spiral I marked out and 
then scratched out. If you have a bad spot on 
your vessel, you can often work your spiral so 
that you can cut out the bad spot. Several size 
sanding disks were being tried out. 

 
Some finishing weapons I tried out for cleaning 
up the cuts on the spirals. Your sanding disks 
cannot be too big around unless you are doing 
a very large circumference bowl because you 
can turn the bowl without the sanding disk 
cutting into the opposite side. 

 
See why I cut the second line about 5/16” from 
the first cut on each of the six spirals? 
Otherwise I couldn’t get the rasp, round file, 
sandpaper and whatever surgical instruments 
may be needed to smooth all of the sides of the 
spiral. 

 
Cutting up a sanding belt into small pieces and 
wrapping the pieces around the various grooves 
is an effective way to sand the spirals. I also 
found a Trent Bosch holding device invaluable 
for doing this kind of work. It fits in the tool post 
and can be swiveled any which way, allowing 
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this master surgeon to work his magic-or 
something. 

 
This pic shows the vase finished with a coat of 
Watco oil. The bottom is yet to be turned off, so 
there is ample time to totally screw up your 
piece---not that I have ever destroyed a piece at 
the last minute, but I have heard ugly rumors. 
Work carefully here after all the hours you have 
put in. 

 
Looking down from the top. 
 
Additional ideas for working the spirals 
Marv Veeser came up with some additional 
ideas for cutting and sanding that deserve 
mention after I did my demo for the Gold Coast 
Woodturners in March. I hope some of you will 
also come up with some additional ideas as we 
all seem to be aspiring engineers as we get 
further and further into turning: 

 
Marv glued a piece of wood and put a door latch 
on the top of his lathe to go into his indexing 
plate .It’s all you need to mark a few lines. 

 
Marv fitted a piece of Velcro material to a 
Horrible Freight air body saw (reciprocating 
saw) and gets hook and loop paper and 
attaches. Its thin and will got between the 
spirals and sand the heck out of em in a hurry. 

 
This pic shows a small bowl with four spirals cut 
out with the oscillating saw and sanded with the 
air body saw, both in the photo. It was Marv’s 
first attempt and quite successful. If you have a 
iig saw laying around the garage you could also 
glue some Velcro to a dull blade and have a 
reciprocating sander as well. 
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Weapons for cutting the spirals: 
The primary weapons are listed below. In 
addition one needs various files, rasps and 
sandpaper.  

 
Black & Decker RTX-B 3-Speed RTX Rotary 
Tool Kit 
 
by BLACK+DECKER $29.99----I got this bad 
boy delivered to the door for this price----has 
held up well. 
 
Below—Dura Grit carbide cutter----you can find 
em at Lowes in the Dremel tools section—about 
$18.00.  Cuts out the spirals like butter. You 
have to get a mandrel for the cutter to fit on as 
well.  SR-BLU-005 
 

 
Larger Carbide Cutting Wheel 1-1/2" diameter 
CW5-060. For cuts up to 5/8" deep and a 
narrow kerf, this wheel is great for cutting and 
trimming laminate floor planks, MDF and Pine 
trim, ABS plumbing, Rubber hose and more... 

  
 
 
 
 

This is my little B&D RTX machine and the Dura 
Grit cutter----this cutter cuts on the ends only-
others have grit one the face and cut all along 
the face as well. This disk is small enough to 
make tight turns on small vessels. 
You will see in the demo how bad this little 
cutter is----it’s advertised for cutting out grout 
and about anything except metal. 
 
Considerations: 
If you are going to cut your spirals right through 
the top of a piece, I suggest you leave the wood 
thicker as there is little support for sanding and 
finishing and breakage of one of the spirals is a 
very real possibility. It is suggested that you 
leave wood at the rim on through spirals. 
More spirals means much more work. 
Through spirals are much more work than the 
partially cut ones that can be marked and 
basically cut with a round file and some rolled 
up sandpaper. 
 
Upcoming Demonstration Schedule 
 

June 2016 – Robin Luker – Chain Saw 
Safety. 

July 2016 – Dave Freundlich - Chucks  (bring 
in different brand chucks so a 
comparison can be made). 

August – Ralph Callander – TBD, The demo 
will take place at the workshop, third 
Saturday.  There will be no August 
meeting at Robert Morgan. 

September – Demonstrator needed. 
October – Demonstrator needed. 
November – Demonstrator needed. 
December – Christmas Party – How to Cook, 

Eat and Fellowship 
 
In June meeting Robin Luker requests that 

you bring your chainsaw, to the meeting. 
 

Please volunteer for any demo that you would 
like to share with the members.  Call Don Van 
de Hei and you will receive a gift certificate.   
 

MENTORING:  Feel free to ask around for 
help. Most members are willing to help others 
with information that can be given over the 
phone or even hands-on, should anyone need 
help.  ASK AND YOU SHALL RECEIVE! 
 

http://www.amazon.com/Black-Decker-RTX-B-3-Speed-Rotary/dp/B000MUSLCC/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1460939477&sr=8-1&keywords=black%26decker+rtx
http://www.amazon.com/Black-Decker-RTX-B-3-Speed-Rotary/dp/B000MUSLCC/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1460939477&sr=8-1&keywords=black%26decker+rtx
http://www.amazon.com/Black-Decker-RTX-B-3-Speed-Rotary/dp/B000MUSLCC/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1460939477&sr=8-1&keywords=black%26decker+rtx
http://www.amazon.com/Black-Decker-RTX-B-3-Speed-Rotary/dp/B000MUSLCC/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1460939477&sr=8-1&keywords=black%26decker+rtx
http://www.amazon.com/Black-Decker-RTX-B-3-Speed-Rotary/dp/B000MUSLCC/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1460939477&sr=8-1&keywords=black%26decker+rtx
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Mentors: 
 

Joe Dion 786-371-7403 – Homestead 
Joe Roig 305-431-0037 – Kendall 
Ralph Callander 305-251-3993 – South Dade 
(sharpening tools, basic to advance hollow 
form, tool making) 
David Freundlich 305-213-0422 – Miami 
Paul Penny 305-282-6711 – Coral Gables 
(Wood Turning Basics) 
 
INSTANT GALLERY:  

 
- Joe Roig – 3 Dyed Jacarunda, hollow 

forms with spirals, Lacquer; Mahogany and 
palm, Vase, Lacquer; Mahogany, Vase, 
Lacquer; Cocobolo, Closed-form, Lacquer; 
Maple, Vase, Lacquer. 
 

- David Golzbein – Mango, Platter, 
Howards; Mango, Bowl, Howards; 
Tamirand, Lamp, Howards. 
 

- Wil Riley – Mahogany, Lidded Bowl, Tung 
Oil and Beal Buff; Albizia, Pseudosphere, 
Lacquer. 
 

- Paul Penny – Mahogany, Bowl, Minwax; 
Mahogany, Double-decker, Tung Oil; 
Captive Tool Rest Kit. 
 

- Ralph Callander – Citrus, Bowl, Lacquer. 
 

Thank you for the increased participation.  
Please bring items you have turned for our 
gallery.  We all want to see what others are 
doing, get ideas for our projects and learn.  

The wood and finish information would be nice 
but is not necessary. 

 
FOR SALE / WANTED: 
 
If you are looking for or want to sell something, post 
it here. 
 
Ralph Challander recently purchased a new lathe 
from Nevins Tools.  He recommends that anyone 
who is considering buying any new Powermatic or 
Jet woodworking machinery (lathe, bandsaw, etc) 
contact Tood Nevins at 508-846-4512 or 
www.nevinstools.com He says “Great service, Great 
prices.”  
 
2016 SFWTG Board Members: 

 
President – Dave Piper 305-607-6345 
VP –   Don Van de Hei  

     305-245-7578 
Treasurer – Gary Venema 954-680-9760 
Secretary –  Helen Fitzgerald  
     305-598-5475 
Editor –  Jim Wheeler 305-238-6463 
Board Member (tools) – Ralph Callander  

      305-251-3993 
Board Member (videos) – Mary Ann Hart 

      305-661-1262 
Staff Photographer – Brian Seguin  

      305-253-1897 
     Videographer – Don Van de Hei  
     305-245-7578 
 

NEXT MEETING: Thursday June 2 at  7pm  at 
Robert Morgan Center,  , 18180 SW 122 Avenue.   

 
**sorry, in advance, for any spelling errors, and/or omissions** 

 

http://www.nevinstools.com/
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