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OPENING COMMENTS: 
 

President, Ralph Callander opened the 
meeting with a welcome to our guests.  
Ralph Callander opened the meeting at 7:00 
and greeted the members and introduced 
the guests.  He encouraged us to join AAW, 
and said the magazine alone is worth it. 
There is 50% off for first time members until 
the end of June. 
 
We get gift certificates from Craft Supply and 
Ralph encouraged us to purchase from 
them. 
 
 

NEW BUSINESS:  
 

• 2017 DUES ARE DUE!!! 
If you have not paid, please pay them now.  
They are $30 for an individual membership 
and $40 for an additional family member 
who is a wood turner.  Spouses and children 
are always welcome at our events. You can 
give it to Gary Venema, or mail it to him at: 
14941 Featherstone Way, Davie, FL 33331. 
The checks should be made out to SFWTG.   

 
• The AAW has a special deal for a 50% 

reduction in the cost of membership for first 
time members only.  The offer is good from 
April to June 2017. 

 
• Dave Piper, Joe Self and Ralph Callander 

represented SFWTG at Elaine Gordon Park.  
It was a small display of one shelf and one 
table and one lathe was used for 
demonstrating.  It was important to have a 
presence at the event since we are invited 
yearly by the Native Plant Society.  It also 
gave our guild publicity and recognition.  A 
check for $66.00 was sent to the Native 
Plant Society. 

 
• After a brief discussion, it was decided that 

our annual picnic will be held on May 20th at 
the home of Jean and Waldo Collins. 
 

• Waldo, who was not present, had suggested 
to Ralph that our Saturday workshops be 
more organized, especially the first half 
hour, and geared to newcomers. 

 
• Ed Marino brought two chucks for metal 

lathes that he would like to trade. 
 

• On the exhibit table were books, a tool rack 
and two wheels. All up for grabs for a 
donation to the SFWTG.  If you anything you 
no longer use, consider doing this. 
 

• Don Van de Hei reminded us that May’s 
demonstration would be by AJ West and that 
David Freundlich was in August.  June and 
July were still needed.  Ralph volunteered 
for June and  suggested we do a 
progressive turning session in July.  It was 
very enjoyable the last time it was done. 
 

• Members are needed to do demonstrations 
for this year (September, October and 
November).  Please contact Don Van de Hei 
at 305-245-7578 to volunteer. 
 

OLD BUSINESS:  
 

• Website is up and running.  Please check for 
Meeting, Workshop, and other info for Guild 
activities.  www.sfwtg.com.  The information 
is also on Facebook. 
 

• Ralph encourages everyone to join AAW, 
and said the magazine alone is worth it.  All 
old issues can be found online for members.  
AAW membership and information can be found 
at www.woodturner.org. 

 
• There are DVDs (old and new) available in 

library. 
 

• Wood Sample books available, limited 
supply left see Brian. 
 

• There is an assortment of free wood at Joe 
Self’s house if anyone is interested. 10200 
SW 160th Street.   A chainsaw may be 
needed to properly size the wood.  Wood 
alerts are sent out.  If you are not receiving 
them, please contact Ralph Callander and 
let him know.   
 

ATTENDANCE: 33 
 
GUESTS: 2   Josh Bush, Gil Aybar 

http://www.sfwtg.com/
http://www.woodturner.org/
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BRING BACK & 50/50:  
 
• The Bring-Back is not a competition, bring 

what you turned before the next meeting or 
bring in a piece from your shelf.  11 
participated. It’s getting to the point that the 
same handful of people are swapping 
pieces.  We need more participation 

 
• Dave Piper gave Wil Riley a Sabicu bowl. 

 
• $10.00 Craft Supplies USA Gift Certificates 

were given to Gary Venema (Demo), Wil 
Riley (Bring Back) and AJ West (Raffle).  

       
• 50/50 – Ron Bowser received $39.00 and 

the Guild received $38. 
 

WORKSHOP: The May workshop will be on 
May 20, 2017 from 9 to 2 at Waldo’s.  20201 
SW 187 Avenue, Miami. 
 
No children under 10.  Children 10 or older who 
are interested in woodturning are welcome with 
a parent.   

 
Bring a N-95 dust mask to the workshop if you 
plan to turn.  Also your tools and face shield.  
 
APRIL DEMO: Gary Venema  – Making a 
Spiral Sculpted Vase. 
 
With his usual standup comic style, Gary 
Venema demonstrated how to hand carve 
sculptural swirls using a microplane. A 
microplane is a simple inexpensive  tool similar 
to a cheese grater that doesn’t gum up with 
scraping. He suggested that we start out with 
small pieces to experiment. He also passed 
around several pieces he had previously made 
in varying states of completion. Gary got his 
inspiration from master woodturner, Avelino 
Samuel, who he had seen at the Florida 
Symposium in Eustis.  Gary provided the 
following write-up and photos. 
 
This demo will show the steps in taking a vase shaped 
vessel and doing sculptural work in the style of Avelino 
Samuel. He was a presenter in the February 2017 Florida 

Woodturning Symposium and his demonstration gave 
me some much needed rejuvenation and inspiration. 

 

Strike a line at the widest point on the circumference of 
this vase, then drew a line at the top and bottom where 
you want the carving/sculpting to stop. Then draw a 
couple of lines between those lines. 

 

 

Now I set up a cardboard wheel with five divisions (use 
an odd number if you want varying concave and convex 
surfaces so no two identical types butt up against each 
other—5 divisions are 72 degrees apart). In the picture 
above you see the cardboard template sandwiched 
between the chuck and the back of the headstock screw 
upon which the chuck is mounted. Behind that is a screw 
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that goes intothe main spindle and locks it, located at 12 
oclock. I just line up the five lines on the template with 
that screw and then run a line along the tool rest from 
the top to the bottom lines already marked horizontally 
on the vase. These will facilitate a grid on which to draw 
reference lines. Don’t panic---this isn’t quantum 
mechanics- 

These are all the lines needed to start marking out a 
grid. 

 

I have a bunch of curve shapes made from a french curve 
(available at any drafting/art store) in different sizes. 

 

Take a template that makes a pleasing curve and lay it 
across the surface at a couple of the intersecting lines in 
the center portion of the piece. Note that I marked on 
the template (thin plastic file folder material that folds 
easily along a curved surface), with a pencil so I could 
then move it from one line to the next four sections---
just line up the marks so the template stock with the grid 
lines as you work around the vase and everything will be 
aligned on all five sections. 

 

Now the center section of the vase is marked. 

 

Next, take the curve and manipulate it so you make it 
flow nicely to the bottom (in this case I flipped the same 
template over, reversing the direction of the curve). 
Note, I later adjusted this for a smoother curve so it 
wouldn’t be too hard to carve out and sand—you need 
room for your tools to negotiate the curves and to keep 
them flowing smoothly—smooth is good-choppy 
changes in direction are not. Then move to the top of the 
piece and also continue the curve in a nice flow to the 
top line indicating the end point of carving. 
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This is a microplane handle with 8” v-shaped blade—
after carving along the line drawn with a v-type cutter or 
handsaw to give the microplane a small plowed line to 
follow, start moving the plane in long strokes from the 
top to the bottom or bottom to the middle or middle to 
the top or bottom in whatever direction the cuts go 
smoothly. You will feel and see how It’s cutting 
dependent on the grain---if the woodworking gods are 
with you you can push it in either direction----use light 
pressure and just keep working it down about 3/8 of an 
inch. Then move to the other four lines. Again—make 
your strokes as long as possible moving back and forth 
along the plowed groove from top to bottom. This will 
keep the curve flowing smoothly. And don’t push down 
to hard, as the blades are thin. Let them do the work. 

 

Here are two other Microplane shapes-round and flat—
the round to do the coves and the flat to round over the 
beads (convex parts) GET THE FINE BLADES—THE 
COARSE ARE TOO COURSE AND MAY BREAK OUT 
CHUNKS OF WOOD FIBERS. I tried a Nicholson cabinet 
makers rasp on a piece of still green wood to dig out a 
large cove and the wood gummed up the rasp something 
terrible—it was not designed for green wood and was 
totally useless-when the microplane came in the mail the 
next day it was like heaven it cut so well, with no 
clogging of the teeth. 

Check out those beautiful little shavings coming off some 
hard Tamarind—it’s a beautiful thing, clean and no 
clogging. 

 

This picture shows some of the weapons to enlist for 
finishing after getting the basic design with the 
microplanes. You can see a convex section with the top 
rounded off and one left flat. Sanding sponges, dowels 
and scrunched up sandpaper all assist in the final 
product. You will sand till the cows come home, sand, 
continue to sand, and then sand some more. I had a CD 
player with Joe Bonamassa playing some screaming 
blues with his les Paul guitar to help ease me into a state 
of Zen while doing hours of sanding. If your thing is more 
along the lines of fifteenth century French transgender 
poetry, or listen to a compendium of the top Eskimo love 
songs of all time- by all means-go for it. 
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Files, rifflers and rasps also help getting in some of the 
tighter spots—you can see where I changed my mind 
(what is left of it) and moved the line at the bottom to 
make the piece flow better than the original line marked 
on the vase. If a curve is too tight, you can’t get in there 
with the microplane and negotiate the turns once you 
start getting down into the wood. 

 

Sometimes the strangest things become good friends---
this old sanding sponge is one of my most used tools in 
the shop—you can roll it up to a tight round shape or use 
the ends in tight corners and just wrap it with all grits of 
paper and it will get into all kinds of great places. On 
spinning pieces, it beats the sh---ah heck out of holding a 
piece of sandpaper in your bare hand and holding it 
against the wood, and it conforms to inside and outside 
shapes wonderfully. If I ever lose this old sponge and you 
see me getting out a postal uniform and an AK-47, my 
suggestion is to run----my last circuit breaker has fried 
and it is now over. 

 

Here is a pic of the piece with a piece of Alexander Palm 
glued on for a collar and the sanding finished—free at 
last, free at last, and one coat of Watco Danish oil. If 
you put a collar with a small opening at the top, other 
woodworkers can’t put their grungy little fingers inside 
to see how thin you made your vase and if you wasted a 
lot of time sanding the inside-----just sayin. 

  

 

My first two pieces finished, one on left with many 
coats of finish, the one on the right to now be finished.  
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A view from the top of the pieces. For my first two I am 
pleased—will try to make future ones even better. 
These are easier to do than you would think, but you 
have to learn patience and devote some time to a 
whole lotta hand sanding, but I find it quite worth it. 
 

Considerations: 

• Keep the piece at least ½” thick s you really don’t 
want to have 4 hours invested and grind through 
the side. Leave yourself enough room to do some 
sculpting experimentation—as you play around with 
your piece you will discover new things totally by 
accident - it’s just fun. 

• Avelino Samuel has one or more tapered wooden 
sanding cones that can work from wider to smaller 
areas, or vice versa. 

• A pleasant shape to begin with will almost 
guarantee success---if you start with a crappy 
overall shape, it probably will never be fixed no 
matter what a sculpting whiz you are. 

• Dave Piper spoke with me and mentioned that it 
might be a good idea to at least have a coarse 
round microplane file for the beginning stage of 
hollowing out the concave (dished out) portions of a 
vessel as at that point you are just trying to hog out 
the bulk of the wood to get a faster start to the 
sculpting process. You could then switch to a fine 
round blade and make quick work of finishing. I 
think he is right, although now I have to spend more 
money for another tool----that’s the cross we must 
bear as woodturners—woodworkers never have 
enough clamps and woodturners and woodworkers 
of all kinds never, NEVER have enough tools---and 
when the zombie apocalypse arrives you will NEVER 

have enough ammunition or toilet paper, you need 
not question me about this-- I know these things. 

 
Volunteers are needed for future demos. Please 
contact Don if you’re interested. 
 
Upcoming Demonstration Schedule 
 

May – A. J. West 
 
June – Ralph Callander 
 
July – Progressive Turning 
 
August – Dave Freundlich Band Saw Usage 

and Safety.  This meeting will be held at 
Waldo’s. 

 
Please volunteer for any demo that you would 
like to share with the members.  Call Don Van 
de Hei and you will receive a gift certificate.   
 
EXTRAS 

 
Gary also made us  aware of is that 
depending on humidity and season, finial 
and covers can be alternately too tight or too 
loose. 
 

SAFETY 
 

Ralph passed around a slice of wood he 
was cutting into when he saw sparks.  Upon 
closer inspection, there was a nail four 
inches in that had been embedded years 
ago.  He advised us to be careful of such 
dangers. 
 

MENTORING:  Feel free to ask around for 
help. Most members are willing to help others 
with information that can be given over the 
phone or even hands-on, should anyone need 
help.  ASK AND YOU SHALL RECEIVE! 
 

Mentors: 
 

Joe Dion 786-371-7403 – Homestead 
Joe Roig 305-431-0037 – Kendall 
Ralph Callander 305-251-3993 – South Dade 
(sharpening tools, basic to advance hollow 
form, tool making) 
David Freundlich 305-213-0422 – Miami 
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Paul Penny 305-282-6711 – Coral Gables 
(Wood Turning Basics) 
 

INSTANT GALLERY:  
 
- AJ West– Cherry, box; Blackwood, box. 

  
- Ralph Callander – Purpleheart, box. 
 
- Steve Herz – Mahogany, pierced bowl. 

  
- Joe Self – Sapodilla, ring stand. 
 
- Joe Roig – Mahogany, bowl. 

  
- David Golzbein – Mahogany, bowl, 

Howards; Mango, bowl, Howards; and 
Albizia, bowl, Howards.  

 
- Paul Penny – Mahogany, bowl, Howards. 

  
- Brian Seguin – Oak, pin vise, liming wax; 

Walnut, pin vise, liming wax; Unk, tool 
handle; and Unk, bowl, Deft. 
 

- Josh Bush – Unk, candy dish, Minwax. 
  

- Braden Smith – Walnut, pen. 
 
Please bring items you have turned for our 
gallery.  We all want to see what others are 
doing, get ideas for our projects and learn.  

The wood and finish information would be nice 
but is not necessary. 

 
FOR SALE / WANTED: 
 
If you are looking for or want to sell something, 
post it here. 

 
2017 SFWTG Board Members: 

 
President – Ralph Callander  
      305-251-3993 
VP –   Don Van de Hei  

     305-245-7578 
Treasurer – Gary Venema 954-680-9760 
Secretary –  Helen Fitzgerald  
     305-598-5475 
Editor –  Jim Wheeler 305-238-6463 
Board Member (tools) – Ralph Callander  

      305-251-3993 
Board Member (DVD Librarian) – Jack Sawyer 

      305-247-6600 
Staff Photographer – Brian Seguin  

      305-253-1897 
     Videographer – Don Van de Hei  
     305-245-7578 
 

NEXT MEETING: Thursday May 4 at 7pm at 
Robert Morgan Center, 18180 SW 122 Avenue.  
In the cafeteria. 

 
**sorry, in advance, for any spelling errors, and/or omissions** 
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