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OPENING COMMENTS: 
 

President, Ralph Callander opened the 
meeting with a welcome to our members 
and guests.  Since we get gift certificates 
from Craft Supply, he encouraged us to 
purchase from them.  He announced that 
only 5 members have not paid their 2017 
dues. 
 

NEW BUSINESS:  
 

• The first upcoming event is the Fairchild 
Gardens Ramble on November 10-12, 2017 
with the setup the day before.  Start making / 
deciding what you want to sell.  Fairchild 
Gardens gets 30% of the price.  So plan 
accordingly.  If you sell, you are expected to 
help setup, take down or work during the 
event. Inventory sheets will be sent  in the 
future.  It is recommended that you use 3 
letter abbreviation for the sheets. 
 

• The second upcoming event is Redland 
Heritage at the Fruit & Spice Park on 
January 13-14, 2018.  The club  gets 10% of 
the sales prices to cover the Park fee.  The 
same rules for selling and inventory sheets 
apply. 
 

• David Freundlich says the Liam O’Neil 
demonstration is still on. Liam initiated the 
“Irish Grind.” He is going to be in Sarasota 
January 17th and 18th, 2018.  The cost is 
$850, which the treasury could cover. The 
date will probably be January 20, 2018 at a 
place to be determined.  It is a regular 
workshop date so organizing will be easier.   
A hands on demo of up to 10 people, with 
the $850 cost shared @ $85.00 ea. Paid in 
full in advance among them, might take 
place the following day. If there are less than 
10 people then the $850.00 will be divided 
as needed.  At least 10 members raised 
their hands who were interested.  This will 
be determined among those interested. 
(David mentioned that an individual one on 
one would cost $500, 2 people, $600.). 
 

• David Freundlich says that there are many 
good woodturning videos on You Tube.  In 
addition, he said that the AAW has some 

very good videos, that they are sending via 
emails to members (another benefit to 
joining the AAW) and Craft Supply has 
some. 

 
• Braden Smith sent the following to Ralph.  

“My Eagle scout project was completed this 
Saturday. I want to thank you and the guild 
so very much for your time, donation, and 
support. The benches look amazing! I have 
attached a before and after photo and 
would like to encourage everyone to stop 
by and see it. The address is 16000 SW 
112 Ave.”  See the pictures included. 
 

• Members are needed to do demonstrations 
for this year (October and November).  
Please contact Don Van de Hei at 305-245-
7578 to volunteer. 
 

OLD BUSINESS:  
 

• Website is up and running.  Please check for 
Meeting, Workshop, and other info for Guild 
activities.  www.sfwtg.com.  The information 
is also on Facebook. 
 

• Ralph encourages everyone to join AAW, 
and said the magazine alone is worth it.  All 
old issues can be found online for members.  
AAW membership and information can be found 
at www.woodturner.org. 

 
• There are DVDs (old and new) available in 

library. 
 

• Wood Sample books available, limited 
supply left see Brian. 
 

• There is an assortment of free wood at Joe 
Self’s house if anyone is interested. 10200 
SW 160th Street.   A chainsaw may be 
needed to properly size the wood.  Wood 
alerts are sent out.  If you are not receiving 
them, please contact Ralph Callander and 
let him know.   
 

ATTENDANCE: 23 
 
GUESTS: 1   Jennifer Stine  
 

http://www.sfwtg.com/
http://www.woodturner.org/
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BRING BACK & 50/50:  
 
• The Bring-Back is not a competition, bring 

what you turned before the next meeting or 
bring in a piece from your shelf.  It’s getting 
to the point that the same handful of people 
are swapping pieces.  We need more 
participation. 
 

• Bring Back and 50/50 return in September. 
  

WORKSHOP: 
 
The September workshop will be on September 
16, 2017 from 9 to 2 at Waldo’s.  20201 SW 187 
Avenue, Miami. 
 
No children under 10.  Children 10 or older who 
are interested in woodturning are welcome with 
a parent.   

 
Bring a N-95 dust mask to the workshop if you 
plan to turn.  Also your tools and face shield.  
 
AUGUST DEMO: DAVID FREUNDLICH –
BAND SAW USAGE AND SAFETY 
  
Before using the band saw, it is very important 
that you violate the first rule of American men 
and READ THE OPERATING MANUAL! 
 
Safety rules were constantly discussed with 
examples and reasons why.  The fact that band 
saws are used in wood shops to cut wood and 
in meat markets to cut meat and bone.  It was 
emphasized that meat and bone is easier to cut 
than wood and we are meat and bone.  One 
member emphasized this with a missing digit. 
 
David showed the folding and unfolding a band 
saw blade.  He recommended wearing gloves.  
You should not unfold it by throwing, you risk 
damaging the teeth and ruining the blade.  He 
showed the method from Carter Tools, Alex 
Snodgrass “Bandsaw Clinic”.  Reminder to 
review how to fold the blade and set up the 
guides look up the Alex Snodgrass “Bandsaw 
Clinic” on line video. 
 
This is a different method of folding “Hold the 
blade in front of you with one hand, keeping the 

teeth pointing away from you. Wear a glove if 
you've got one handy. Put your foot inside the 
loop and step on the blade, securing it firmly to 
the floor. Simultaneously rotate and lower your 
hand as you hold the top of the blade. By the 
time your hand makes three-quarters to one full 
revolution, the blade will have popped into three 
coils.” 
 
The band saw does not make a clean cut.  
There are different types of blades, more teeth 
smoother cuts, less teeth more aggressive cut.  
What are you looking for when cutting.  Cutting 
bowl blanks needs a different blade than flat 
work etc. 
 
The band saw is a big dust producer.  Much of it 
a very fine dust.  For this reason good breathing 
protection is necessary.  Additionally it is very 
noisy so good hearing protection is necessary. 
 
No part of hands should be in front of the blade, 
in direction of cut.  Teaching thought: place the 
hands like bicycle handlebars to the sides of the 
blade.  The different densities of wood is reason 
for this.  If the density changes from hard to soft 
the saw blade will cut faster thru the wood.  If 
the hand is in the wrong position and pushing, 
the blade can quickly cut into it. 
 
The Band Saw has a thin vertical blade that 
allows cutting curves, resawing, and large depth 
cuts on thick material.  Several different sets of 
band saw operational / safety rules were 
provided.  One YouTube video on sharpening a 
band saw blade is provided.  Setting up and 
tuning a band saw and relief cutting was 
demonstrated.  Alex Snodgrass Bandsaw Clinic 
on you tube.  Or as an alternate talk to one of 
the mentors.   How to cut round stock safely 
was discussed including using wedges, V-block 
and clamps.  Don't cut round stock without a 
way to stabilize the stock otherwise it will roll 
and can pull fingers into the blade.  One method 
David sent is 
http://www.woodmagazine.com/woodworking-
how-to/shop-tips/bandsaws/hold-logs-tight-as-
they-ride-your-resaw-jig 

 
It was emphasized that when working on a band 
saw setting up or adjusting, “DO NOT RELY ON 

http://www.woodmagazine.com/woodworking-how-to/shop-tips/bandsaws/hold-logs-tight-as-they-ride-your-resaw-jig
http://www.woodmagazine.com/woodworking-how-to/shop-tips/bandsaws/hold-logs-tight-as-they-ride-your-resaw-jig
http://www.woodmagazine.com/woodworking-how-to/shop-tips/bandsaws/hold-logs-tight-as-they-ride-your-resaw-jig
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THE ON/OFF SWITCH, DISCONNECT THE 
POWER. 
 
When putting a blade on the band saw, the 
blade gullet should be centered on the tires not 
the teeth.  The gullet is the space within the 
curved area between two sawblade teeth.  Set 
tension on the blade so that when you tap or 
push it, the blade only moves 1/8”, then adjust 
the tracking bearings.  First adjust the right 
bearing/block to 1/16” from the blade then 
adjust the left one the same way.  Finally adjust 
the back/thrust bearing with a space of 1/16” so 
it does not come into contact with the blade until 
cutting  wood.  Repeat the process on lower 
guides.  The blade guard should be installed as 
far forward as possible from the teeth fully cover 
the blade except area being cut. 
 
DO NOT OVER TIGHTEN/TENSION THE 
BAND SAW BLADE, IT CAN RESULT IN THE 
BLADE BREAKING.  De-tension the blade 
when not using it or you may get flat spots on 
the tires. 
 
Internet resources 
ALEX SNODGRASS  Bandsaw Clinic 
SHARPENING A BANDSAW BLADE,  
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UygEQ-
079Ws 

 
WHILE WATCHING SHARPENING VIDEO HE 
RUNS THE SAW WITH THE WHEEL GUARD 
DOORS OPEN TO DEMO HOW SMOOTH IT 
RUNS.  NEVER RUN THE SAW WITH THE 
GUARDS DOORS OPEN!!!!!!! ALWAYS 
CLOSE DOORS AND USE ALL SAFETY 
GUARDS!!!!!!  
 
Safety Rules found on the internet.  Use them 
and stay safe. 
 
To avoid accidents, the following operational 
safety rules must be observed by everyone 
working on the Kansas City Woodworkers’ Guild 
(KCWG) Band Saw.  Failure to follow the safety 
rules will result in a loss of shop privileges.  
 
Band Saw Safety Rules  
 
    Follow the 3” rule from the blade; always 
keep fingers 3” from the blade. 

    Check the blade tension and tracking before 
starting. 
    Don’t cut stock that is not flat on the bottom 
without a jig. 
    Keep a balanced stance at the band saw. 
    Never clear small pieces while the blade is 
moving. 
    Never use your thumbs to push toward the 
blade. 
    Never back out of a curve cut while the 
machine is running. 
 
Start with a Risk Assessment to ensure a safe 
work area:  
 
    A two foot perimeter around the saw should 
be kept clear of people, debris and sawdust that 
impair traction or footing to avoid slips and falls. 
    Safety glasses with side shields or a face 
shield must be worn. Hearing protection should 
be worn. 
    Remove loose fitting clothing, jewelry, and tie 
back long hair. 
    Give the work your undivided attention. 
 
Operational Safety Rules: 
 
    Approach your work in the KCWG Shop and 
on the band saw with a safe attitude! 
    The teeth of the band saw blade should point 
down toward the table. 
    The blade should be 1/32” from the rear roller 
bearing behind the blade. 
    The blade alignment tracking should be at the 
center of the wheels. 
    Make sure that the upper and lower wheel 
guard doors are closed when running. 
    Keep the blade guard & guide only 1/4” 
above your stock. 
    Keep bystanders away from the right hand 
area of the saw. Broken blades have a 
tendency to fly out to the right.  
    Always keep your fingers and hands away 
from the path of the blade.  
    To control the stock, use push sticks, feather 
boards, or any other safety device when cutting 
small or short stock. 
    Use a “V” block when cutting cylindrical 
stock.  
    Cut at a moderate feed rate into the blade. 
Do not force a cut. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UygEQ-079Ws
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UygEQ-079Ws
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    Cut relief cuts prior to cutting long or tight 
curves. The relief cuts will free the blade of the 
tension of the tight curve and the wood will fall 
away. The blade size will dictate the radius of 
the cut.  
    If you need to back out of a cut, shut the 
machine off, after blade stops, and then back 
out.  
    If a blade breaks, shut the machine off and 
stand clear until everything stops.  
    If the work is too large for one person to 
handle, get help holding the stock.  
    When cutting with the table at an angle, 
clamp a block to the table to prevent your stock 
from slipping off the table.  
    Always disconnect the power before 
changing the blade or performing any other 
maintenance operation.  
    Turn off the band saw and wait until comes to 
a complete stop. Never stick an object into the 
blade to stop the machine quicker. Let it stop on 
its own. 
 
Kansas City Woodworkers’ Guild | Band Saw 
Operational Safety Rules:  
 
The following is a list of safety precautions to 
consider when cutting with a bandsaw: 
 
    Always follow the manufacturer’s safety 
guidelines for your bandsaw. 
    Keep your fingers out of the path of the 
blade. 
    Decrease the feed pressure as you approach 
the end of the cut. 
    Keep the wheel covers shut when the saw is 
running. 
    Adjust the upper guide approximately 1/4 in. 
above the workpiece before starting the saw. 
    Keep the blade guard in place. 
    Disconnect the bandsaw from the power 
source before changing blades. 
    Always wear eye protection when working 
with the bandsaw. 
    If the blade breaks or runs off the wheels, do 
not open the covers until the machine has come 
to a complete stop. 
    Stop the saw before removing small chips 
that have become stuck in the throat. 
    Use push sticks when necessary to avoid 
placing your fingers near blade. 

    Be sure the workpiece stays in contact with 
the table at the point where the blade exits. 
 
Fine Woodworking 
 
Band Saw Safety Rules  
 
    Always wear approved eye protection when 
using this machine. 
    Set the saw guide to within 1/4 inch of the 
stock before turning on the power. 
    Do not put your fingers closer than two 
inches from the blade. 
    Do not place your hands directly in line with 
the blade. 
    Do not stand on the right side of the band 
saw. A broken blade is likely to fly in that 
direction. 
    Turn off the power before backing out of a 
cut. This avoids pulling the blade off its wheels. 
    To avoid bending or breaking the blade, you 
should not twist or bend the saw blade with your 
stock. Make relief cuts before sawing sharp 
curves and never use extreme force to cut your 
material. 
    If the blade breaks or comes of the wheels: 
shut off the power, stand clear, let the machine 
coast to a complete stop, do not open the wheel 
guards, and inform the teacher immediately. 
    Do not reach around a moving saw blade. 
    Never try to clean off the band saw table with 
your hands when the saw is running. If scraps 
and or cut stock need to be cleared away, use a 
piece of scrap material at least ten inches long 
to remove stock away from the moving blade.   
 
From OSH Answers Fact Sheets for 
Woodworking Machines - Band Saws 
https://www.ccohs.ca/oshanswers/safety_haz/w
oodwork/band_saw.html 
 
What should you do before using a band saw? 
 
A band saw can be dangerous if not used 
properly. 
 
    Read the owner's manual carefully. 
    Make sure you understand the instructions 
before attempting to use any tool or machine. 
    Learn the applications and limitations before 
use. 

https://www.ccohs.ca/oshanswers/safety_haz/woodwork/band_saw.html
https://www.ccohs.ca/oshanswers/safety_haz/woodwork/band_saw.html
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    Securely anchor the band saw to the floor (or 
a workbench of appropriate height) to reduce 
vibration. 
 
Refer to Woodworking Machines - General 
Safety Tips for general safety precautions.   
http://www.ccohs.ca/oshanswers/safety_haz/wo
odwork/gen_safe.html 
 
 
What safety procedures should you follow when 
using a band saw? 
 
    Wear safety glasses or goggles, or a face 
shield (with safety glasses or goggles). 
    Wear hearing protection that is suitable for 
the level and frequency of the noise you are 
exposed to in the woodworking area. 
    Wear protective footwear when required. 
    Make sure all guards are in place and 
properly adjusted. Ensure all band wheels are 
enclosed. 
    Adjust blade guard height to about 3 mm or 
1/8 inch above the top of the material being cut. 
    Ensure the blade is tracking correctly and 
runs freely in and against the upper and lower 
guide rollers. 
    Ensure the blade is under proper tension. A 
band saw equipped with automatic tension 
control is desirable. 
    Use band saw blades that are sharp, properly 
set and otherwise suitable for the job (e.g., the 
right tooth pitch; tooth form; blade width). 
    Hold stock firmly and flat on the table to 
prevent the stock from turning and drawing your 
fingers against the blade. Keep hands braced 
against the table. 
    Use a push stick when you remove cut 
pieces from between the fence and saw blade 
or when your hands are close to the blade. 
Keep your hands on either side of the blade - 
not in line with the cutting line and the blade. 
See Woodworking Machines - Push Sticks for 
more information on push stick design.  
 http://www.ccohs.ca/oshanswers/safety_ha
z/woodwork/push_stk.html 
 
    Make release (relief) cuts before tight curves 
when doing intricate scroll-type work. 
    Keep the floor around a band saw clean and 
free of obstructions or clutter. 

    Keep the machine properly oiled and 
serviced. 
    Provide adequate lighting at the machine 
table. A light fixture with a flexible connection 
can provide essential lighting.  
 
What should you avoid when working with a 
band saw? 
 
    Do not use excessive force when pushing the 
wood past the blade. 
    Do not back the stock away from the blade 
while the saw is in motion if the work piece 
binds or pinches on the blade. 
    Do not stop a band saw by thrusting stock 
against the cutting edge or the side of a blade 
immediately after the power has been shut off. 
    Do not remove sawdust or cuttings from the 
table by hand or with compressed air. Use a 
stick or brush. 
    Do not leave a saw running unattended. Turn 
off the power and make sure the machine has 
stopped running before leaving the area. 
 
Volunteers are needed for future demos. Please 
contact Don if you’re interested. 
 
Upcoming Demonstration Schedule 

 
September – Lee Sky – Stacked Laminated 

Bowl Woodturning  See pictures. 
October – ? 
November – ? 
 

Please volunteer for any demo that you would 
like to share with the members.  Call Don Van 
de Hei and you will receive a gift certificate.   
MENTORING:   
Feel free to ask around for help. Most 
members are willing to help others with 
information that can be given over the phone or 
even hands-on, should anyone need help.  
ASK AND YOU SHALL RECEIVE! 
 

Mentors: 
 

Joe Dion 786-371-7403 – Homestead 
Joe Roig 305-431-0037 – Kendall 
Ralph Callander 305-251-3993 – South Dade 
(sharpening tools, basic to advance hollow 
form, tool making) 
David Freundlich 305-213-0422 – Miami 

http://www.ccohs.ca/oshanswers/safety_haz/woodwork/gen_safe.html
http://www.ccohs.ca/oshanswers/safety_haz/woodwork/gen_safe.html
http://www.ccohs.ca/oshanswers/safety_haz/woodwork/push_stk.html
http://www.ccohs.ca/oshanswers/safety_haz/woodwork/push_stk.html
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INSTANT GALLERY:  

   
Returns in September. 
 

Please bring items you have turned for our 
gallery.  We all want to see what others are 
doing, get ideas for our projects and learn.  
The wood and finish information would be nice 
but is not necessary.  Please print carefully.  
Sometimes I have trouble reading the 
information. 

 
2017 SFWTG Board Members: 

 
President – Ralph Callander  
      305-251-3993 
VP –   Don Van de Hei  

     305-245-7578 

Treasurer – Gary Venema 954-680-9760 
Secretary –  Helen Fitzgerald  
     305-598-5475 
Editor –  Jim Wheeler 305-238-6463 
Board Member (tools) – Ralph Callander  

      305-251-3993 
Board Member (DVD Librarian) – Jack Sawyer 

      305-247-6600 
Staff Photographer – Brian Seguin  

      305-253-1897 
     Videographer – Don Van de Hei  
     305-245-7578 
 

NEXT MEETING: Thursday September 7 at 7pm 
at Robert Morgan Center, 18180 SW 122 
Avenue.  

 
**sorry, in advance, for any spelling errors, and/or omissions** 
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